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"We ain't just about 
singing the Blues!' 

- say residents after recent TV karaoke show 

A BARRY councillor has thought the programme gave the Nights is an emotionally uplifting 
said he is “deeply upset” at impression that Barry was a “dead and heart-warming documentary 
how the town was nor- enc * town ” with drunk people who about people who are dealing with 

trayed in a recent national use . dba ? lan S™f • . . ... f ome of “ e ’ s ““^difficultchal- 

. , J . . Another GEM reader, who did lenges, through the healing 

television programme, not want t0 be identified> com _ p0 werofsong” 

writes IIM CHAPMAN. mented: “What a sad portrayal of Filming took place in and 

Channel 4 billed Karaoke Barry! I watched Channels 4’s around some of the town’s pubs. 
Nights shown just before ‘Karaoke Nights’ on the Monday Trevor Harris, landlord of the 
Christmas as a portrait of a town b e f ore Christmas: the programme Master Mariner, which was fea- 
throughsong that takes a look at was fj rst b roa d cas t late on tured, told The GEM: “The 
the thriving karaoke scene in Thursday, December 19. karaoke part wasn’t a problem, but 

a P? '. , “The 40D recording was 47 there was a lot of swearing and 

ir ^ ls e e programme was a m j nutes [ on g b u t j cou ld only bear some people will be cringing at 
fair reflection of the local karaoke . * , ^ • T . , . .E • j ,» 

scene and was broadcast at an to watch 22 minutes. I sent sever- what they said, 
appropriate time a * complaints to Channel 4. Some Barry residents took to 

But Coun Richard Berlin, who The reade * said d a PPeared Facebook to discuss the rights and 
represents the Court ward, took sce , nes we u re fuelled b y alcoho l wrongs of the programme, 
exception to its portrayal of the and " Perhaps - the presence of The programme is no longer 
local pub scene the television crew. available to view at Channel 4’s 

“Barry is not at all like the neg- The reader added: “Despite one ‘40D’ on-line catch up service, 
ative side shown on the TV pro- particular statement in the film, I The GEM asked Channel 4 
gramme. have pointed out to Channel 4, we whether it would like to respond to 

“It created a false image of the do not have ‘no-go’ situations in the points made by Coun Bertin 

town just for the programme and a Barry! and GEM readers. 

true picture of the town now needs “The recording did not seem to A Channel 4 spokesperson com- 

to be shown. he about karaoke. It was more mented: “The programme offered 

“I am writing to producers to about sensationalising behaviour, a fair portrayal of the thriving late 
express my anger and concern of nudity, and stigmatising our night karaoke scene in Barry and 
the bad portrayal of Barry.” town.” was aired in a suitable post-water- 

One reader told The GEM he The makers claim Karaoke shed slot”. 

Congratulations! 

CONGRATULATIONS go to Mrs Morfydd 
Conway of Barry, known as Molly’, who 
has been recognised in the New Year’s 
Honours List. 

She has been awarded an MBE “for services to 
the community in Gibbonsdown”. 

Mrs Christina Suzanne Selby from Penarth, the 
founder of Hats4Heroes, is also recognised with a 
BEM “for voluntary service to the Armed Forces in 
Afghanistan 

Actress and writer, Ruth Jones, of TV’s ‘Gavin 
and Stacey’ based in Barry, also receives an MBE. 


BOUTIQUE 

1 PRICE 

2 SALE 

NOWON 

ALL 

CLOTHING & 
SELECTION 
OF BAGS, 
JEWELLERY 
& SCARVES 


89 High Street, Barry 

01446 730811 



All Saints was full of the festive 
cheer this Christmas. See page 22 
for more pictures and a full report. 


* 



Barry man ( 18 ) jailed 
for three violent 
attacks in three days 


A YOUNG MAN who 
went on a three-day ram¬ 
page of violence in Barry, 
has been put behind bars 
for four years, nine 
months. 

After one attack, the victim 
was lucky not to lose the sight of 
an eye, said Judge Neil Bidder 
QC at Cardiff Crown Court. 

He told Jonathon Draper (18): 
“You are a violent and bad-tem¬ 
pered young man. You are also 
very dangerous, capable of unpro¬ 
voked violence.” 

Draper, who is from the Barry 
area and was homeless at the 
time, admitted charges of assault, 
inflicting grievous bodily harm, 
robbery, and having a bladed arti¬ 
cle. 

Prosecutor Nicholas Gareth 
Jones said that on June 15, Draper 


| by AJ SICLUNA | 

called at the home of Philip Evans 
in Barry Road. 

Mr Evans, who is in his 50s, 
was in his bedroom and Draper 
accused him of being responsible 
for causing the split with his girl¬ 
friend. 

“He attacked him, threatened 
to kill him, punched him to the 
face, and struck him in the face 
with his elbow.” 

Draper told him: “Don’t go to 
the police, don’t grass me up or 
you’ll have it.” 

Mr Jones said the victim’s face 
was “a mess”. He refused to go to 
the police, but the next day was in 
such pain that he went to the 
University Hospital of Wales. 

He had bruising to his face and 
ears, cuts to the face and scalp, 


was bleeding inside an eye, had a 
broken nose, and a broken cheek¬ 
bone. 

He told medical staff he had 
fallen over. 

The following day, Mr Evans 
and his partner were disturbed by 
the defendant, who said he want¬ 
ed to apologise. 

He appeared to be under the 
influence of drugs. 

He left their flat and went on to 
rob David Brigham in 
Chesterfield Street, who was 
walking his dog. 

Draper, who was with another 
person, kicked him in the face 
with a karate-style kick. He then 
went on to kick him twice. 

His wallet and cash were taken. 

Later, Mr Brigham identified 
the defendant as being responsi¬ 
ble. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 6) 
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Happy New Year to 
all our Customers 


Floor Sanders & 

Carpet Cleaners 

Wallpaper Strippers 
Ladders & Scaffold Towers 

Full Range of Building 
Equipment 

Mini Excavators 
& Dumpers 

Hire, Sales & Repair of 
Power Tools & Equipment 

Gas Cylinders 
& Air Products Gases 


® 01446 737301 
BROAD STREET, BARRY 


HIRE ASSOCIATION MEMBER 


Ballroom! Latin! Salsa! 

COME DANCING with STEVE AND LYNNE 
(2 qualified I.D. T.A teachers) at 
their NEW BEGINNERS CLASS in 
BALLROOM /LATIN/SALSA/at 

HIGHLIGHT PARK COMMUNITY 
CENTRE, BARRY, (behind Tesco’s), 
every THURSDAY starting 
JANUARY 9th. 2014 - 7.30 - 8.30pm. 

Learn to Salsa , Jive, Tango , Waltz, Cha-cha , Samba , 
Quickstep , Paso Doble, Merengue , Rumba, Foxtrot!! 
Check Web for more info and to book your place:- 

www. salsachacha. com 

Or just come along on the night, bring friends to our 
VIBRANT, fun and friendly classes and get fit!! Just 
£6.00 Students £5.00. Former pupils most welcome. 
Beginners classes in Cardiff start on 7th and 8th January. 
Check web for more information. 

Tel 02920 758708 or 07866 551346 

GREAT FUN & EXERCISE - GET FIT - FAST!!! 
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CUTS : ‘the blame 
really lies with the 
UK Government’ 


O VER the 
coming 
months and 
years up to the next 
general election, our 
Conservative MP 
will do his utmost to 
blame all the cuts in 
local services on 
either the local coun¬ 
cil or Welsh 
Government - in 
fact, anyone except 
his Tory/Lib-Dem 
Government at 
Westminster. 

But it is a fact that 
this UK coalition 
Government has 
imposed massive spend¬ 
ing cuts, which will have 
a long-term and devas¬ 
tating impact on council 
services - and the public 
will suffer as a result. 
Read any local news¬ 


paper anywhere in 
Wales, Scotland, or 
England, and the head¬ 
lines will all be the same 
- cuts to bus services; 
cuts to youth services; 
cuts to elderly services; 
potholes not getting 
filled; library services 
put at risk; job cuts; 
streets not getting 
cleaned; massive 
increase in food banks to 
help the poor; homeless¬ 
ness increases; pay 
frozen; arts and leisure 
budgets slashed - coun¬ 
cil tax increases to help 
fill the funding gaps! 

Have no doubt that 
the responsibility for 
these savage cuts lie 
with the Conservative 
and Lib- Dem MPs in 
Parliament. 

Rob Curtis, Barry 
(Labour councillor, 

Vale Council) 


Double yellow lines 
mean *No waiting!’ 


W ITH reference to the photo¬ 
graph of cars parked allegedly 
in The Butts, published in The 
GEM (Thursday, December 12), the 
Highway Code (.Revised edition 2007) is 
very clear - at page 115, that where there 
are double yellow lines on the carriage¬ 
way, as here, there can be no waiting at 
any time on the carriageway, pavement 
and verge. 

Roger Everest, 

Pontyclun. 

Praise for council 


S INCE moving house six months ago, 
I have been surprised and, at times, 
embarrassed by the amount of 
material that I have had to put out for 
recycling on a Monday morning. 

Without exception, everything has been taken 
away by the cheerful team of collectors who serv¬ 
ice our area of Rhoose. So, to them, may I say a 
huge ‘Thank you’. 

Hugh Jupp, 

Rhoose. 


Tinsel and turkey 


F IFTY mem¬ 
bers of the 
ladies’ section 
at West End Social 
Club, enjoyed a tin¬ 
sel and turkey 
weekend to 
Morecambe. 

This was followed by 
their Christmas party, 
where members received 
a tin of biscuits and a 
raffle prize. 

A fantastic buffet was 
provided by Sheila, 
Gloria and Steve enter¬ 


tained. Cheques were 
sent to four charities - 
money raised by holding 
raffles, table sales and 
auctions. 

We are looking for¬ 
ward to celebrating our 
40th anniversary in 
March with a luncheon, 
and party night. 

I would like to thank 
the committee and mem¬ 
bers for their support 
and wish them a happy 
and healthy 2014. 
Barbara Warburton 
(Chairperson). 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 


PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 



RMIPOMTANTI We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS AND A CONTACT 

TELEPHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, DON JOHN, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


‘Only in the UK do we cling to the 
idea that one language is sufficient’ 

Bilingualism is a 
sign of tolerance 
in modem Wales 


I WAS intrigued by 
Eileen Bayley’s recent 
letter in The GEM, 
regarding bilingual signs 
at Llandough Hospital. 

I must confess to being sad¬ 
dened by her attitude and lack of 
empathy towards the Welsh lan¬ 
guage. 

Why the language should 
arouse so much hatred and suspi¬ 
cion within Wales by certain 
individuals is beyond my com¬ 
prehension. 

I, for one, am proud of our 
language and heritage and see 
bilingual signs as a sign of our 
tolerance and inclusivity within a 
modern Wales. 

Being bilingual is a gift, and I 
only wish I could speak another 
language at this present time. 
There are so many advantages 
with regard to being bilingual - 
so let us look at evidence con¬ 
ducted around the world. 

The cognitive functions are 
improved due to bilingualism. 

M Leikin (2012) discovered 
that bilingualism has an additive 
effect on an individual’s creativi¬ 
ty by enhancing mental flexibili¬ 
ty. This is so with regard to 


ITH reference to 
the GEM letter 
on December 
12,1 agree 100 per cent 
about Welsh road signs. 

Throughout Wales, they 
probably cost millions which 
could be put to much better 
use in our hospitals and 
schools. 

There is not a living Welsh 


I T is good for democra¬ 
cy that our Member of 
Parliament is holding 
public meetings to seek 
the views of his con¬ 
stituents on issues such as 
bus services and house 
building. 

Can I ask when he will be 
holding a public meeting to dis¬ 
cuss any of the following: his 
Government’s turning down of 


mathematical problem-solving - 
you become smarter as your 
brain functionality is improved. 

Cohn Baker in his report 
‘Rapporteur Group on 
Bilingualism - with regard to the 
advantages of bilingualism in 
Welsh and English ’, noted that 
bilingualism promotes tolerance 
of other languages and cultures 
because “two languages gives 
someone a wider cultural experi¬ 
ence, there is often a greater tol¬ 
erance of differences in cultures, 
creeds and customs. ” 

The majority of the world’s 
population is able to speak more 
than one language. Only in the 
UK do we cling to the idea that 
one language is sufficient. 

Can we, therefore, afford to be 
monolingual? No, I certainly 
don’t believe so. Welsh is an 
indigenous language of the UK 
and should be further encour¬ 
aged and allowed to blossom 
within Wales... 

“But Welsh is a waste of 
time,” I hear you decree - 
French, Spanish or Mandarin 
would be far more beneficial. 
Yes, I would agree with you - if 
you lived in the countries where 
those languages are spoken! 


person who doesn’t speak 
English. 

Make a start with road 
signs and then progress to 
duplicated official forms. 

If it is wanted in Welsh, 
then people should pay a fee. 

What a waste for some 
rather petty principle. 

Gerry Parsons, 

Barry. 


£22million of EU funding for 
Foodbanks; Ian Duncan Smith’s 
refusal to hold a meeting with 
the Foodbank charity Trussel 
Trust; or his Government’s 
refusal to publish its own report 
into the reasons behind the 
increased reliance on Foodbanks 
- any of which I would be glad 
to attend. 

Bob Bowyer 
(Labour party supporter). 


The signs at Llandough 
Hospital were in both English 
and Welsh. If that caused you 
confusion, Eileen, then I suggest 
you don’t venture outside the 
UK. 

If you truly understood peo¬ 
ple’s “need to maintain the cul¬ 
ture of Wales”, as you put it, you 
would not have written your let¬ 
ter in the first place. 

With regard to the cost, well 
let us get things into perspective 
- the NHS spends over £3.5 bil¬ 
lion on alcohol-related incidents 
alone in the UK. 

JM Jones, 

Barry. 

Community 

group’s 

‘thank you’ 

O N behalf of Friends 
and Neighbours, I 
would like to take 
the opportunity of thank¬ 
ing Barry Town Council 
and Vale of Glamorgan 
Council for their support 
during 2013 and also The 
Glamorgan GEM for all 
its help during the year 
with publicity and attend¬ 
ing events. 

Friends and Neighbours have 
grown immensely, and we now 
have a waiting list. Special 
thanks to Age Connect Cardiff 
and Vale for letting us use the 
Senior Health Shop in Holton 
Road, Barry, for our meetings. 

Thanks also to Aberthaw Power 
Station, Renishaw, Western Power 
and Barry Rotary Club, who spon¬ 
sored our Christmas party at Beryl 
Road Pioneer, which enabled us to 
give nearly 60 people a fantastic 
party. 

I must thank the volunteers, 
Marlene, Gary, Andrea, Chris 
Gail, Jen, Eve, Joyce who give up 
their time to help with the group 
meetings and trips, lunches etc - 
without their help the group could 
not function. 

A big thank you also to Jane 
Hutt AM and Alun Cairns MP, 
who have supported us throughout 
2013 - and last,but not least, the 
members of Friends and 
Neighbours. 

Gay Fifield (Coordinator, 

Friends and Neighbours), Barry. 


*People should pay to 
have forms in Welsh' 



What about the 
Foodbanks? 


SHOPPER TO 
THE RESCUE! 


1 WANTED to 
pass on my 
thanks and 
deepest gratitude to 
a lady who helped 
me in Holton Road, 
Barry outside 
Iceland on 
Saturday, 

December 14. 

I was struggling to 
carry (quite a few) bags 
when one split and food 
items were all over the 
pavement, as many peo¬ 
ple walked past me. 


I was panicking, try¬ 
ing to scoop them up 
when one lady came 
over and asked if I was 
OK and immediately 
helped me pick things up 
and get things to my car. 

I didn’t get a chance 
to thank her properly, so 
I hope she reads this in 
The GEM! 

Nowadays, it seems 
day-to-day lives are so 
hectic - so thank you for 
taking the time to stop 
and help me. 

Mark Tuck, 

Penmark. 


Many thanks to 
the library staff 


I T was by pure 
chance that, days 
before the event, I 
became involved in 
the ‘What the 
Dickens...’ concert on 
Wednesday, 
December 18, at 
Barry Library. 

Can I please pinch a 
few inches of space in 
The GEM to say what 
an absolute joy it was to 
be part of an event that 
celebrated the real 
meaning of Christmas, 
right in the middle of 
the town’s busiest shop¬ 
ping area. 

It clearly demonstrat¬ 
ed what a precious 
resource and hub of the 


community the library 
is. 

As usual, the library 
staff pulled out all the 
stops with all sorts of 
help and imaginative 
displays. 

I loved the ‘book 
angel’ on the Christmas 
tree and the good people 
of Barry gave generous¬ 
ly to two charities, 
Breast Cancer UK and 
the British Heart 
Foundation. 

I hope all those good 
folk who were there 
enjoyed the performance 
as much as I enjoyed 
making my small contri¬ 
bution. 

David Alexander 
Barry 


The problem is 
free parking! 


P ART of the car parking problem in 

Cowbridge arises from the fact that the 
Town Hall car park is free - so there is 
no incentive for people to limit the time vehi¬ 
cles are left there. 

Every time I visit Cowbridge during the daytime, 
there is the usual ritual of touring around the car 
park, hoping to find a place or spot someone about 
to depart; I am sure readers will recognise this. 

I am convinced that a number of cars are parked 
there semi-permanently (some, it seems, under 
Statutory Off Road Notifications (SORN)), which 
obviously restricts the available spaces even more. 

Could I suggest that a charge is introduced 
between the hours of 9am-5 pm, Monday to 
Saturday, along the lines of: first two hours free; 
next two hours at £1 per hour; a further two hours 
at £2.50 per hour; and the last two hours at £5. per 
hour? 

Such a graduated fee would penalise long-stay 
parkers - but could, hopefully, provide more 
opportunity for shoppers and visitors to find short¬ 
term parking. 

Steve Monaghan, 

Creigiau 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL JANUARY 8) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

02 Thur 

06.36 

9.8 

18.54 

9.7 

03 Fri 

07.24 

9.9 

19.48 

9.9 

04 Sat 

08.12 

9.9 

20.29 

9.7 

05 Sun 

08.59 

9.7 

21.21 

9.5 

06 Mon 

09.39 

9.4 

22.03 

9.1 

07 Tues 

10.33 

8.9 

22.53 

8.6 

08 Wed 

11.27 

8.5 

23.49 

8.2 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 
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www.facebook.com/glamorgangem 
vvvvw.twitter.com/gem news 


f*c ebook 





























Thursday, January 2nd, 2014 


www.facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


THE GEM - 3 



ABOVE: Rotary presented certificates to the pupils who took part in the event. 

Bryn Hafren’s young 
chefs score one, two, 
three in competition 


BRYN HAFREN 
Comprehensive 
School took part in 
The Rotary Chef 
Competition 
recently. 

Year-10 food tech¬ 
nology pupils took 


part in the competition 
where they had to 
cook a three -ourse 
meal. 

‘Rotary Chef’ is an 
international organisa¬ 
tion open to children 
in the UK who are 
under 16 years old. 


Cerys is off 
to Africa 

A young leader of the Guides in Dinas 
Powys, who helps with the 6th Dinas Powys 
Brownies, is off to help youngsters in 
Africa. 

Cerys Edwards has been chosen through 
Girlguiding’s International selection programme 
to go to Zambia and work on a book bus. 

This involves introducing and reading books 
to young children in villages. She will be there 
for two weeks and has had to raise all the travel 
costs herself. 


There are five 
rounds of cooking to 
find a winner. The 
girls competed against 
pupils from Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg. 

Stacey, the head 
chef from the Duke of 
Wellington in 
Cowbridge, and cur¬ 
rently ‘Brains’ Chef of 
the Year, came into the 
school to give ideas to 
the contestants about 
the presentation of 
their food. 

The girls who took 
part from Bryn 
Hafren were Hannah 
Kerslake, Megan Bell, 
Chloe Wilson, 
Charlotte Rose, and 
Maisey Ladner. 

Mrs Hooper, head 
of food technology, 
said: “All the girls 


cooked a three-course 
meal very well - their 
food showed flair and 
creativity. 

“They demonstrated 
a good understanding 
of local seasonal pro¬ 
duce and very good 
hygiene and workman¬ 
ship.” 

The girls’ parents 
were present to see the 
presentation ceremony 
Bryn Hafren pupils 
achieved top res- 
d ults: 1st Hannah 
Kerslake, 2nd 
Charlotte Rose and 
3rd Megan Bell. 

Hannah will now go 
on to the next round 
cooking against other 
schools in the county. 

Carys Slack, Emily 
Owen and Natasja Gill. 



Free 

Delivery 

Orders over £9 
within Barry, 
£1 delivery 
charge 
for Sully and 
Powys 


Any i 


/Single Pizz(\ 
Ifor Collection 1 

/Single PizzaA 

I for Delivery \ 

1 9" £5.00 1 

1 9" £5.50 I 

V 12" £6.00 ] 

V 12" £7.99 J 

\l4"£7.00J 

\14"£8.99 J 


Wznow 

supply 

alcohol 

Collection 
only. Over 
18s 


BUY ONE PIZZA - GET ONE FREE 
(Collection or Delivery - From Set menu Only) 

Pizza Menu Deep Pan - Thin Crust - Stuffed Crust 

All our pizzas are available in thin crust or deep pan using fresh 
and daily prepared dough topped with 100% Mozzarella Cheese 

Lrg 


Med Lrg Fam 
9" 12" 14" 

1. Margherita 100% Mozzarella Cheese & tomato (extra cheese) 7.99 10.99 11.99 

2. Free Choice Cheese, tomato and 4 toppings of your choice 9.99 13.99 15.99 

3. Hawaiian Mushroom, pineapple and ham (extra cheese) 

4. Vegetarian Mushroom, sweetcorn, onion, peppers and fresh tomato 

5. Vegetarian Hot Mushroom, fresh chilli, onion and peppers 

6 . Mexicano Spicy beef, spicy chicken, jalapeno and peppers (extra cheese) 

7. Pepperoni Passion Double pepperoni, double cheese 

8 . Kebab Special Chicken and doner kebab, onion & peppers (extra cheese) 

9. Meat Feast Pepperoni, spicy beef, spicy chicken, meatballs & ham (extra cheese) 

10. Chicken Combo Chicken tikka, roast chicken, Chinese chicken & tandoori chicken 

11. Hot Shot Pepperoni, salami, jalapeno, onion, peppers & garlic butter 

12. American Hot Pepperoni, onion, spicy beef & fresh chilli (extra cheese) 

13. Tikka Tikka Onion, chicken, tikka, peppers, American spicy sausage & mushroom 

14. Romeo’s Tandoori Mushroom, onion, tandoori chicken & peppers 

15. Seafood Tuna, prawns, anchovies, olives & onion (extra cheese) 

16. London Pizza BBQ sauce, pepperoni, spicy beef, onion & American spicy sausage 

17. Paris Pizza BBQ sauce, roast chicken, smoky bacon, onion & peppers 

18. Doner Pizza BBQ sauce & doner slices (extra cheese) 

19. Romeo Meatball Spicy sausage, onion, meatball, pepperoni & green peppers 

20. Chicken Special Spicy chicken, Chinese chicken, onion, fresh tomato & peppers 

21. Romeo Special Pepperoni, BBQ chicken, onion, mushroom & peppers (extra cheese) 

Cheese Crust Add on an extra 1.50 2.00 2.50 


Southern Fried Chicken 
Wraps • Kebabs 
Burgers 

Romeo Fish Bar 
Side Orders 
Pukka Pies & Salads 
Drinks & Desserts 


ROMEO 
FISH BAR 

Med 

Lrg 

Cod Fish 

3.50 

Fish & Chips 

4.30 

Fish & Chips & 


Curry or Gravy 

4.50 

Fish & Chips 


& Mushy Peas 

4.50 

Fish & Chips 


& Beans 

4.50 

Sausage 


in Batter 0.80 

1.10 

Sausage 0.70 


Saveloy 

0.90 

Fish Cake 0.80 

1.00 

Chips 1.50 

1.80 

Fries 1.50 

1.80 


COLLECTION OFFERS: Order over £15 get a FREE portion of Garlic Bread 
Order over £25 get a FREE 1.5 Itr Bottle of Pop 
Order over £30 get a FREE Haagen Daz or Ben and Jerry Ice Cream 

(Offers cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer) 


if HAPPY NEW YEAR 

to all our customers 


wivw. romeopizza. com 




| We accept all major credit cards 

(Sorry we do not accept cheques) 


’JUST 

Order Online: www.romeo-pizza.co.uk EATs 


01446 678 184 
01446 722 455 


7 days a week 4pm till late 
13 Vere Street , Barry, CF63 2HX 


CALLUM’S KEEN EYE 
FOR NATURE, WINS A 
NATURAL RESOURCES 
WALES PHOTO PRIZE 


AN eight-year-old 
Barry schoolboy 
snapped up one of 
the top prizes in a 
nationwide photog¬ 
raphy competition, 
run by Natural 
Resources Wales, 
which focused on 
the vital relation¬ 
ship between our 
woodlands and 
water. 

Callum Savory 
received £100 worth of 
high street vouchers and 
a visit for all his class¬ 
mates at Romilly 
Primary School to a 
Natural Resources 
Wales-managed wood¬ 
land of their choice after 
he won the competition’s 
11 and under age catego¬ 
ry. 

Natural Resources 
Wales received more 
than 500 entries to the 
competition, with gift 
vouchers totalling £450 
up for grabs for the best 
images depicting the 
connection between one 
of our most beautiful 
and constantly changing 
habitats and water. 

Children from as 
young as three years old 
up to the age of 18 took 


their cameras out to a 
variety of environments, 
including coniferous and 
broadleaved woodlands, 
beaches bordering wood¬ 
lands and parkland in 
search of a winning pic¬ 
ture. 

Callum - who took 
his winning image of 
water swirling through 
woodland in Margam 
Park - was in good com¬ 
pany as the whole school 
entered the competition 
as part of their lessons. 

In the 12 to 18 cate¬ 
gory second prize (£75 
of vouchers) was won by 
Lauren Price of (Ysgol 
Gyfun Garth Olwg) in 
the Vale of Glamorgan. 

The competition 
organiser Sheena 
O’Leary said: “The com¬ 
petition was all about 
encouraging children to 
go out and appreciate the 
beauty of nature, and the 
results were astounding. 

“Some pupils cap¬ 
tured the movement of 
fast flowing rivers 
through our woodlands 
while others showed the 
calm of still lakes. The 
skill with the camera and 
the eye for beauty that 
these children have 
shown has really blown 
us away.” 



ABOVE: 

Callum’s winning picture in the 11 
and under age category. 


Would you like an honest, reliable, 
affordable, police checked 

CLEANER for your home. 

Typically £10.50 per hour inc. 

• Daily, weekly, etc. 

• Insurance provided. 

• All domestic cleaning undertaken. 

TIME FOR YOU 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

01656 349 296 
01443 625 019 
02920 291 000 



WWW. 

timeforyou 

.co.uk 



44 VERE STREET, 
BARRY 
CF63 2HU 


Open Plan Kitchen - We only use 100% 
fresh chicken & Lamb 
Business Hours: Sunday to Thursday 5pm-11 pm, 

Friday & Saturday 5pm to 12 midnight 

www.royalbalti.co.uk 

Teh 01446 421366 / 01446 421377 & Rhoose (charges apply) 

All majorcredit/debit cards accepted - Any dishes not listed or special requests can be accommodated upon request 


£1.00 Discount on Every £10.00 
spent on all collection orders. 
Online Ordering Available 
Express Delivery Service - Minimum 
orders over £10 (Barry Area) We also 
deliver to Sully, Dinas Powis, Wenvoe 


A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR CUSTOMERS 



We are proud to announce that we 
have been nominated to enter this 
fantastic award this year. 

Many thanks to all our customers who 
have nominated us for this award. 
Winners will be decided in January 2014. 


MID-WEEK THALI 


1 Onion Bhaji, 1 Chicken Tikka, Appetiser 
ANY 2 Curries (value up to £6.25) 

1 Pulao Rice, 1 Chips & 1 Nan Bread 
(Offer Monday till Thursday) 

£17.50 


ROYAETHAEIEOR2 


ANY 2 Appetiser (value up to £3.10) 
ANY 2 Curries (value up to £6.50) 

1 Side Dish, 2 Pulao Rice, 

1 Nan Bread, 2 Papadoms 

£21.50 


ENJOY A FREE 
CURRY 


JUST SPEND £20 OR MORE 
OFFER AVAILABLE 
SUN till THURS 
Curry Value up to (£6.10) 
Limited Period Offer 
(Not valid with any other offers, 
discount or set meals) 


ENJOY £5.00 
OFF YOUR MEAL 


JUST SPEND £25 OR MORE 
OFFER AVAILABLE 
7 DAYS A WEEK 
ORDER VIA TELEPHONE 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.royalbalti.co.uk 

(Enter Coupon Code for Online Orders 
at Checkout 50FF25) 


FOOD HYGIENE RATING 


©oooO© 
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Cadets on course 
to be assistant basic 
expedition leaders 



RIGHT: 

The successful 
Cadets in front of a 
Hawk jet. 

RECENTLY, four 
Air Cadets from 
372 (Barry) 

Squadron success¬ 
fully completed 
their assistant 
basic expedition 
leader course, 
designed to devel¬ 
op outdoor leader¬ 
ship skills. 

As a result, Cadets 
are now able to assist 
the instructors to pre¬ 
pare the Air Cadets for 
adventurous training 
activities and Duke of 
Edinburgh expeditions. 

This intensive course 
included learning about 
the role and responsibil¬ 
ities of the assistant 
leader; as well as plan¬ 
ning, leading and evalu¬ 
ating expeditions. 

The Cadets also 
learned about promoting 
environmental responsi¬ 
bility; and developed 
their navigation and 
campcraft skills. They 
experienced a demand¬ 


ing and challenging 
weekend on Dartmoor, 
as well as more local 
training on the hills, as 
well as classroom work. 

Throughout the 
course, the Cadets 
improved their presenta¬ 
tion skills and confi¬ 
dence. 

Corporal Toby Boss 
said: “The course was 
amazing. We all worked 
really hard but we still 
enjoyed it. 

This will help me to 
train and prepare the 
younger Cadets along¬ 
side the squadron 
instructors for their 


expeditions. 

“Cadets taking part 
were: Toby Boss, 

Rachel Carbis, Georgia 
James and Jake 
Paterson. 

“The skills these 
Cadets have learned 
now will benefit them 
for many years to 
come”. 

The Cadets are now 
preparing themselves 
for a busy and challeng¬ 
ing couple of months 
including, flying, glid¬ 
ing, shooting, sport, 
Duke of Edinburgh 
expeditions and their 
annual overseas trip to 


Belgium and France. 

372 (Barry) 

Squadron has vacancies 
for boys and girls 
between 13-18 years 
old. 

The Squadron parade 
on Mondays and 
Wednesdays 7pm - 
9.30pm, behind Adams 
Funeral Parlour. Phone 
01446 747734, email 
oc.372@aircadets.org 
or visit the Squadron 
website 
www.372squadron.org. 
FLT LT JASON 
HORTON 
OC 372 (Barry) 
Squadron 



Celtic Long 
boat joins 
Barry yacht 
club’s ‘jfleet 9 


Talk on festive 
music through 
the ages at 
Barry 


BARRY Yacht Club 
Sea Rowing took 
delivery of their sec¬ 
ond Celtic Long Boat. 

It was purchased 
with the aid of a grant 
from Sport Wales, in 
recognition of the 
growth and develop¬ 
ment of sea rowing 
around the Welsh 
coast and the enthusi¬ 
asm of the newly- 
formed Barry 

Rowers. 

This year they were 
awarded the ‘Best 
New Club’ by the 


Welsh Sea Rowing 
Association. 

Club spokesman, 
Roger Donkin, 

reported: “The new 
boat was launched 
from the Yacht Club 
slipway for an invig¬ 
orating row in the 
outer harbour - while 
in the channel, a force 
six or seven gale 
pushed up a big sea 
across the harbour 
entranc, creating a 
large swell inside 
which the boat han¬ 
dled very well.” 


A musical lucky dip 
with a festive 
flavour’ was a good 
prelude to 
Christmas for 
members of Barry 
U3A when Clive 
Sims gave a talk, 
with musical illus¬ 
trations, on 
Christmas music. 

It covered music 
from the pagan winter 
solstice being incorpo¬ 
rated in the Christian 
nativity, (when in the 
8th century, monks 
would chant ‘Oh 
come, oh come, 
Emmanuel) and now 
in Afghanistan when 
troops are entertained 
by U2 performing 
‘White as Snow’ to the 
same melody. 

This musical jour¬ 
ney took us through to 
the Nine Lessons of 
carols and Christingle 
that we enjoy to-day 

Christmas festivities 
continued with an 
excellent lunch in the 


U3A... 

restaurant at Barry 
College, where the stu¬ 
dents ‘pulled out all 
the stops ’ to give us a 
great time. 

Our local history 
group also enjoyed a 
festive meal at the Fox 
and Hound, before 
proceeding to St 
Cadoc’s Church to 
view the amazing 
medieval wall paint¬ 
ings of St George and 
the Dragon, as well as 
the newly-discovered 
Seven Deadly Sins. 

The New Year 
monthly meeting is on 
January 6, starting at 
2pm in the New 
Jerusalem Hall, 

Barry. 

The speaker is Val 
Warlow on ‘A Wartime 
Childhood’. 

For further informa¬ 
tion visit our website - 
u3asites. org. uk/barry 
or ring John on 01446 
413328. VW 


Did you know you can 
read your GEM online? 

barry-today. co. uk 


It’s good news ‘time’... 

PENARTH RAFA CLUB 
HAS ITS CLOCK BACK! 


RIGHT: 
PCHuw 
Longman is 
pictured at 
the unveiling 
of the 
restored 
clock at 
Penarth 
RAFA 
together with 
club secre¬ 
tary Tony 
Parsons and 
Shelagh 
Evans who 
funded the 
renovation of 
the clock. 



ALMOST 12 months after a historic wall 
clock was stolen from the RAF 
Association in the centre of Penarth, it 
has been restored and re-hung with pride 
of place in the building on Windsor Road. 

Police were first alerted to the theft on 
December 30, 2012 after the distinctive RAF 
Section wall clock was stolen. Following the exe¬ 
cution of a drugs warrant at a property in 


Plassey Street, Penarth, South Wales Police 
arrested a 36 year-old local man who was later 
convicted of theft. 

Although it was successfully recovered, the 
clock was damaged and needed repairing and 
renovating. 

At a special unveiling ceremony held at the 
association recently, Penarth neighbourhood PC 
Huw Longman was invited to help celebrate the 
occasion. 


Ethan meets ‘The Blues 9 at 
charity night for Ty Hafan 

LEFT: 

Crowds of Cardiff 
Blues’fans attended 
a charity fundrais¬ 
ing event hosted by 
a car dealership on 
December 16. 
Players and fans 
helped raise £1,400 
for Ty Hafan at the 
( A Night in with the 
Blues’ event at 
Wessex Garages. 

One ten-year-old 
Ethan Andrus from 
Barry was thrilled 
to meet his heroes, 
Cardiff Blues’ 
players stars, Josh 
Navidi and (on 
right) Dafydd 
Hewitt. 


Pat on back for the Barry 
Rainbow women’s group 




THE Vale AM, Jane Hutt 
(above, centre) has congratu¬ 
lated the Rainbow Women’s 
Group on their award of a 
grant by Sports Wales and 
Awards for All to support 


sport and leisure activities for 
women in the community. 

As well as supporting 
women’s swimming sessions 
on Sunday at Barry Leisure 
Centre between 4 and 5pm, 


they hold the popular 
Zumba Classes on 
Thursdays between 12 and 
lpm and Pilates Classes at 
the Leisure Centre. 
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Loving tribute paid to Bill... 

A ‘DEVOTED FATHER 
AND GRANDFATHER’ 


THE family of a Dinas 
Powys man who died 
in a road traffic colli¬ 
sion on Wednesday, 
December 18, at 
Redlands Road, 
Penarth, have paid a 
loving tribute to him. 

William Crocker, aged 
82, who was better 
known as Bill, was trav¬ 
elling home at around 
10.20pm when his car, a 
silver-coloured Kia Rio, 
was in collision with a 
bollard. 

Mr Crocker’s family 
said they were heart-bro¬ 
ken at the loss of a devot¬ 
ed father and grandfa¬ 
ther, who had many 
friends and was well 
known in Dinas Powys 
and Penarth. 

His family said: 
“Originally from 

Lowestoft, Bill lived in 
Cardiff from the age of 
eight. He married Glynis 
in 1960 and was happily 
married for 50 years. The 


couple settled in Dinas 
Powys in 1965. 

“As a young man he 
followed his family tradi¬ 
tion and went to sea, 
working on the trawlers 
and for a short time in the 
Merchant Navy. 

“During his life, he 
had a variety of jobs. His 
final employment was as 
a school caretaker and 
driver at Lindens school 
in Penarth. 


“Bill was a member of 
the Oddfellows Friendly 
Society in Cardiff. He 
had many interests and 
hobbies which included 
singing, travelling the 
world as a member of a 
male voice choir, garden¬ 
ing, cooking and being 
with his family. 

“He was a devoted 
father and grandfather 
and leaves behind his 
daughters Sally and 


Jayne, son Robert, sons- 
in-law Ben and Rupert, 
and five grandchildren.” 

Any members of the 
public who witnessed the 
collision and have not yet 
come forward, are asked 
to contact the Serious 
Collision Investigation 
Unit on 101 or 
Crimestoppers on 0800 
555 111 quoting number 
62130396544. 


HAYDOCK HOUSE PLANS 


NEWYDD Housing Association 
has announced plans to refurbish 
Haydock House in Barry. 

The plans involve the conversion of 
offices to provide 15 apartments and 
retail space on the ground floor. 

Paul Roberts, Newydd’s chief exec¬ 
utive, said: “Our plans for Haydock 
House represent the next phase of our 
work in Barry and if approved will 
supplement the recent start on site at 
the former Magistrates Court, where 
we will be providing 52 affordable 


homes. We are delighted to be work¬ 
ing in partnership with the Vale 
Council to improve the town centre.” 

The Vale Council’s cabinet member 
for housing, building maintenance and 
community safety, Coun Bronwen 
Brooks, said: 

“I am pleased that the council is 
again able to work in partnership with 
Newydd Housing Association to pro¬ 
vide 15 new good quality affordable 
homes in a great location near the 
shops and services in Barry town cen¬ 
tre.” 


Cinema returns to St Donats 


WE’RE delighted to 
announce that the cinema 
is returning to St Donats 
Arts Centre in 2014, with 
matinee and evening 
screenings once a month in 
the Tythe Barn. 

The cinema will offer the very 
latest in digital projection to 

St-Donats 


screen a carefully selected and 
varied programme of current and 
classic quality films, including 
Steven Spielberg’s Lincoln show¬ 
ing on Monday, January 27 at 
2pm. 

Further cinema listings can be 
found on our website www.stdo- 
nats.com. Ticket prices are £4.50 
for advance sales and £5.50 on 
the day. 


This project has received fund¬ 
ing through the Rural 
Development Plan for Wales 2007 
- 2013 which is funded by the 
Welsh Government and the 
European Agricultural Fund for 
Rural Development. 

The funding is administered by 
Creative Rural Communities, the 
Vale of Glamorgan Council’s 
Rural Regeneration initiative. 



CINEMA 
returns to^^l 
St Donats! 



TICKETS//TOCYNNAU 

•vWA.stdonats.com ft 01446 , r 99 100 
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Sale Now On At 
EDDERSH AWS 

There’s always something different at Eddershaws 

IO.ll . 



Contemporary & Country furniture. Many ranges at Big 
reductions. Some living room units, oak dining set & sofas at 
Y i price Better Quality, better style and now low sale prices 

Find Us on: HadfleJd Road, Cardiff, (near the Football Stadium). 
Contact Us on: 02920 229 070 or card^@Mdershaws.com 

Did you know you can read your 
GEM online? barry-today.co.uk 



Lvndsav Ellis @ The Vale Funeral Service 


Why do families in Barry and the Vale 
choose the Vale Funeral Service? 

• Personal service with attention to detail 

• Family owned and run by a htnhand and wile team 

• A high degree of dignity and care 

• Serving all faiths and cultures 

• Tailor made funerals fora fitting tribute 

"FAMILY MATTERS LET US TAKE CARE OF YOlIRS" 
w w w.ihevaJefuneralservfce.eo. uk 



01446 407962 

181 Court Road, Rarrv, Vale of Glamorgan CF63 1F.X 
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New Island road 
scheduled to be 
finished by 2015 


A new road to Barry Island should be 
completed by 2015. 

An agreement is close to being struck involving 
the Welsh Government, the Vale Council and the 
Waterfront Consortium, which includes a £2million 
loan, and will enable the road to be completed three 
years ahead of the previous schedule of 2018. 

A Vale Council spokeswoman explained: “The 
link road will run through the centre of the 
Waterfront complex, providing a much more direct 
link to the Island from Cardiff Road. 

“When completed, it will be of significant benefit 
in terms of attracting further investment and visitors 
to the Island. 

“The loan agreements, when signed, will mean 

Saying goodbye to 
single sex schools? 


that the road can be built in one phase rather than 
three with an anticipated completion date of 2015, 
nearly three years earlier than the original 2018 esti¬ 
mate.” 

Coun Lis Burnett, the cabinet member responsi¬ 
ble for regeneration and transportation, said: “I am 
very pleased about this positive step forward to 
completing the Barry Island Link Road which will 
benefit the people of Barry and future visitors. 

“Negotiations are always complicated when we 
are dealing with tax-payers’ money, but I’m delight¬ 
ed that we are now within touching distance of an 
agreement.” 

Richard Keogh of the Waterfront Consortium said 
the consortium was pleased an agreement was close 
and hoped that the road would be completed as early 
as the summer of 2015. 


MAN JAILED 


THE Vale Council 
says that a public 
consultation exer¬ 
cise has revealed 
that parents and 
pupils in Barry are 
in favour of a 
change to co-educa- 
tional secondary 
schooling. 

Secondary education 
is currently organised on 
a single sex basis at 
Barry Comprehensive 
School for boys and Bryn 
Hafren Comprehensive 
School for girls. The 
schools share a mixed 
sixth form. 

The proposal would 
see a new co-educational 
school on the two current 
sites. 

A council spokesper¬ 
son said that over 950 
people responded to the 
proposal. 

When the response 
was analysed, 81per cent 
of parents, 75 per cent of 
secondary school pupils 
and 69 per cent of pri¬ 
mary school pupils said 
they were in favour of the 
proposed new school. 


The spokesperson 
added that most of the 
staff did not support the 
idea because they were 
concerned about how any 
change would affect 
them. 

Coun Chris Elmore, 
the cabinet member for 
children’s services, said: 
“I am very pleased that 
local people welcome 
our proposal for co-edu- 
cational schooling in 
Barry. 

“We will now develop 
detailed plans for the 
new school and will look 
to address the concerns 
raised during the consul¬ 
tation by some parents 
and staff.” 

A project board will 
now be set up with repre¬ 
sentatives of both 
schools and the council, 
and a programme of 
work will begin to devel¬ 
op the proposals for a 
change to co-educational 
secondary schooling in 
Barry. 

The proposals are 
expected to be the subject 
of further consultation 
later in 2014. 


(CONTINUED 
FROM PAGE 1) 

Draper denied being 
involved and accused 
the other person with 
him. 

“This was a street 
mugging with violence, ” 
said Mr Jones. 

The next day, Draper 
was found to be carrying 
a knife in his sock. He 
said: “I’m carrying it 
for protection because 
there are people after 
me. ” 

Later he approached 
Joseph Hartland in 
Barry Road, threatened 
to rob him and kicked 
him to the face. It was 
when he was arrested 
that the knife was found 
on him. 

Draper was said to 
have convictions for 
offences including 
assault, causing actual 


IMPROVEMENT 
work is set to go 
ahead at Albert 
Primary School, 
Penarth, after plans 
were agreed at a 
meeting this week. 

Preliminary work is 
already under way and 
the main programme, 
which is expected to 
start early in the spring, 
will see the former care¬ 
taker’s house brought 
back into use by the 
school. 

Work at the school, 
which is a listed build- 


bodily harm and pos¬ 
sessing drugs. 

His counsel, Kevin 
Seal, said: “He is a trou¬ 
bled young man with 
problems, but his guilty 
pleas indicate his 
remorse. At the time of 
the incident, he was 
homeless. ” 

He said he had been 
on drugs and alcohol 
and was not in control of 
himself. 

He added: “All the 
offences were 

unplanned, not premedi¬ 
tated and this will be his 
first time in custody. ” 
Said Mr Seal: “When 
sober, he is a completely 
different person. ” 

Said the Judge: “You 
committed all these 
offences within three 
days. You once used 
your elbow as a 
weapon .” 


ing, will also see 
improvements to the flat 
roofs and high level 
stonework and the 
replacement of some 
windows. 

A council spokesper¬ 
son said: “At a recent 
meeting between the 
school and council offi¬ 
cers, detailed plans were 
agreed that will ensure 
the school can continue 
to provide a great edu¬ 
cation to local children 
throughout the building 
programme, which is 
expected to continue 
until the early autumn.” 

Headteacher Huw 
Jones added: “I am 
extremely grateful to 
everyone for the hard 
work that has and will 
be undertaken on behalf 
of the whole school 
community.” 

Coun Chris Elmore 
said: “I am pleased to 
see that the children and 
staff at Albert will very 
soon start to see the 
benefits of the invest¬ 
ment that the council 
agreed earlier in the 
year. 

“I am certain that any 
inconvenience in the 
short term will be out¬ 
weighed by the benefits 
from our investment in 
the school.” 


Perfections 

^DRY CLEANING & LAUNDRY 

For all clothing & curtains 

4 ITEMS DRY CLEANED 
ONLY £16.00 

Alteration & Repair Service for 
Wedding Dresses, Clothes & Curtains 

10% off only with this advert 

180 HOLTON ROAD, BARRY CF63 4HN 

Tel: 01446700256 



Sea View Labour Club, h 

DockView Road Barry, 

Telephone 01 446 735248 J J 

A WARM AND FRIENDLY WELCOMETO H 
MEMBERS, CIU ASSOCIATES AND VISITORS 4 

Entertainment Every Saturday night: Bingo, Raffle,Tote. 

4th January: CYCLONES (Band) 

18th January: RHYTHM DOCTORS (Band) 

I st February: SKER CROWS (Band) 

8th February: ROSIE WALTERS (Band) 

15th February: THE UNKNOWNS (Band) 
22nd February: BROTHER STEVE (£3.00) 
Friday/Sunday: Function room available with advance notice. 
BINGO Skittle alleys available to new teams. 

Thursdays* Membership available to new members. 

POKER NIGHT Facebook @ Sea View Labour Club 


Work to start at 
Albert Primary 


Barry man is given a 
suspended sentence 
for growing cannabis 


A CANNABIS grower has 
been sentenced to eight 
months imprisonment, sus¬ 
pended for 18 months at 
Cardiff Crown Court. 

Police went to the home of 
Jeffrey Copp and found 12 
cannabis plants growing. 

There was also growing 
equipment, including lighting 
and watering facilities. 

Copp, of Michaelston Close, 
Barry, was convicted by Cardiff 
Magistrates of cultivating 
cannabis and had been commit¬ 
ted to the Crown Court for sen¬ 
tencing. 

Prosecutor Rebecca Griffiths 
said that on November 1, police 
stopped Copp, who was driving 
a Mazda car in Barry. 

He gave a false name and 
date of birth and also provided 
other details which were false. 

Later, he confirmed who he 
was, and said he didn’t have a 
licence or insurance. 


by AJ SICLUNA 


When police went to his 
home, Copp went into his bed¬ 
room, locked the door and the 
key snapped in the lock. 

Officers were aware of a 
strong smell of cannabis and 
inside found a dozen plants. 

Interviewed, Copp said he 
gave false details because he 
panicked. 

The drugs, he said, were for 
his own use. 

The court heard he had con¬ 
victions for 83 offences, 11 for 
drugs matters. 

He also had one previous 
conviction for producing 
cannabis at the same address, 
involving 19 plants in 2009 
when he had received six 
months. 

His solicitor, Aubrey 
Sampson, said: “He has had a 
difficult two-and-a-half years. 


He bought cannabis from a 
local dealer and to save money, 
decided to grow his own. 

“It was not a sophisticated 
set up, and if he avoids custody, 
there is a £300 a week job avail¬ 
able. 

“He has arrears on his flat 
and if he goes to prison, he will 
lose his accommodation.” 

Recorder Jeremy Jenkins 
said: “I’m not told what the 
crop would have realised or 
what it was worth. It is accepted 
that it was solely for your own 
use. 

“You have blatantly ignored 
any lesson you could have 
learned in 2009. Here you are 
again cultivating cannabis at 
the same premises.” 

Copp was also ordered to 
carry out 120 hours unpaid 
work and to pay costs of £340, 
plus a victim surcharge of £100. 

The drugs and the growing 
equipment were ordered to be 
destroyed. 


Magical 
night 
of song 
at St 
David’s 
Hall 

DECEMBER was a 
busy month for 
Cadoxton WI. 

During the first week 
several members went to 
the Christmas concert at 
St David’s Hall organ¬ 
ized by GFWI. 

It was a magical night 
of Christmas songs and 
music. 

The guest artists were 
Only Men Allowed who 
did their own spots and 
also sang with the WI 
choir. 

There was a parade of 
banners which was 
colourful and emotional. 

The next week mem¬ 
bers had their Christmas 
lunch at the Seashore 
Grill, Swanbridge; this 
again was a great suc¬ 
cess. 

Festive party 

Finally, the branch 
held its own Christmas 
party at Victoria Park 
Community Centre. 

Tim Reynolds enter¬ 
tained with a varied 
repertoire, also explain¬ 
ing the history behind 
some of the music. 

There was a secret 
Santa and many raffles. 

The winners of the 
raffles were: Averil, 

Carol, Cynthia, Kath, 
June, Bronwen, Jenny, 
Cheryl, Linda, Blanche, 
Sue and Diane. 

The next meeting is 
January 20 at 7.pm. 

New members are 
welcome, please contact 
01446 404891. 

CW 


Brecon Court 
residents face an 
uncertain 2014 



AS a new year dawns, the eld¬ 
erly residents of a block of flats 
in Barry face an uncertain 
future, knowing that at some 
stage they must move due to 
subsidence. 

Brecon Court comprises a small, 
close-knit community of 34 flats and 
40 people. Under-pinning work to 
shore up the building in 2006 has been 
deemed a temporary measure and the 
Vale Council is now examining ways 
of re-housing residents. 

In the autumn of last year, residents 
had harboured the hope that a move 
might only apply to people in flats 
where cracks had appeared, but the 
block is likely to be demolished. 

The chairman of the residents’ asso¬ 
ciation, Phil Tumball, told The GEM: 
“Residents have accepted that they 
have got to move. There is now a lot of 
uncertainty as to where they will go. 

“So far, nobody has moved yet. You 
can’t ‘invent’ accommodation, and it is 
a case of waiting to see what becomes 
available.” 

The oldest resident in the block is 92 
years old. 

A solution for some residents may 
be the new Extra Care facility which is 
under construction at the former 


Theatre Royal site, although Mr 
Turnball says some residents have 
doubts: “A lot of people are not too 
keen because they are concerned about 
noise in the area when people have left 
clubs and pubs.” 

A tenant liaison officer has been 
appointed to allay residents’ fears and 
maintain the lines of communication 
between Brecon Court and Vale 
Council officers. 

Mr Turnball added: “ She has been 
very good and we have been able to put 
questions to her. Of course, she does 
have to go back to the council before 
we get a response. 

“Uncertainty remains because we 
don’t know how long it will be until 
people move. It could be in a few 
months - or longer.” 

Residents hope they will be com¬ 
pensated for the inconvenience of 
moving so late in life when they 
thought they were settled, and hope 
there will be help with the costs of 
moving. 

A recent Vale cabinet report recom¬ 
mended that residents should be given 
preference as social housing becomes 
available. 


THE South Wales Shadows Club’s meeting is on January 14, at 
Shadows $P m in ^ te Conservative Club, Stanwell Road, Penarth (tel 029 2030 
9979). 

Visitors are welcome to play (using the club’s PA) or just to lis¬ 
ten; usually £3; all are welcome. 


club meets 
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Burglary suspect 
sought after Dinas 
Powys incident 


POLICE in the Vale are appealing for 
information, following a burglary 
which took place at Railway Terrace in 
Dinas Powys. 

The police say the incident occurred between 
1.15pm and 2.35pm on Monday, December 23, 
when entry was gained via a patio door. 

The burglar was disturbed and fled the scene 
on foot along Cardiff Road in the direction of 
Barry. It is believed he ran along Sunnybank 
Close and into a field. 


‘Recycle your festive 


He is described as being in his mid 20s, white, 
wearing a grey hooded top and a black hat. 

Jewellery, including rings and necklaces were 
stolen, as well as personal documents. 

Police conducted a search of the area, using 
search dogs and the force helicopter. 

Anyone who has information about the burgla¬ 
ry , or the stolen property, should call police on 
101; or Crimestoppers, free and anonymously, on 
0800 555 111, quoting reference number 
62130401762. 


tree* - council urges 


NEXT week, on 
your usual recy¬ 
cling day, the 
Vale Council will 
take your real 
tree away for 
recycling - as 
encouraged by 
waste manage¬ 


ment and cleans¬ 
ing colleagues 
John Oliver and 
Paul Everest. 

The cabinet 
member for the 
environment and 
visible services, 
Coun Rob Curtis, 
said: “It is really 


easy, all you do is 
remove the decora¬ 
tions and leave out 
your real tree 
kerbside by 7am - 
you don’t even 
have to chop it up; 
we will take it 
away whole.” 

Trees are taken 


away and shred¬ 
ded, before being 
composted and 
turned into a soil 
enhancer, which 
may then be used 
to help grow a new 
tree for your fami¬ 
ly in a few years ’ 
time! 


Don’t forget, if 
you miss your col¬ 
lection day, you 
may take your tree 
to either Barry or 
Llandow 
Household Waste 
Recycling Centre. 


What’s in your bin? 


Our Recycling Team put the 

SPfTUGHT ON 


Collecting real 
Christmas trees 
for recycling. 



r valeoffrlamorgan.gov.uk/recycle in , t<*» pm* 


Barry Men’s Forum hears 
tales ofthe 6 FilterRoom’ 


AT the last meeting 
of the Barry Men’s 
Forum before 
Christmas, members 
enjoyed mince pies, 
tea and coffee, before 
forum member 
Quentin Lewis pro¬ 
posed a vote of 
thanks and presented 
Diane Westcott with 
a bouquet in thanks 
for her unstinting 
efforts in providing 
refreshments each 
and every week for 
the members. 

The chairman then 
welcomed new member 
Derek Williams, before 
introducing Eileen 
Younghusband, a nona¬ 
genarian, who went on 
to recall some of the 
many famous people, 
she had met during her 
long and interesting 
life. 

At school, she knew 
Warren Mitchell (‘Alf 
Garnett’) and - not 
related - George 
Mitchell, who became 
the bandleader in the 
Black and White 
Minstrel show, popular 
on TV in the 1960s. 

In 1938, soon after 
leaving school, she was 
an au-pair in France, 
caring for a French 
minister’s children, and 
met many famous 
French politicians, but 
it wasn’t long before he 


said she had to return 
to Britain because of 
the mass encampment 
of German troops in an 
adjacent demilitarised 
area. 

In 1940, she volun¬ 
teered to help feed the 
men who were evacuat¬ 
ed from Dunkirk. 

When serving the 
troops at Woking sta¬ 
tion, a friend, Renee 
Cavio, who had stayed 
with her family prior to 
the war, recognised her, 
and they renewed their 
friendship. 

He returned to 
France, had a distin¬ 
guished career with the 


French Resistance, and 
helped to repatriate 
many British ‘prisoners 
of war’. 

The same year, she 
also joined the RAF 
and met numerous peo¬ 
ple who went on to 
become famous, such 
as Kenneth Horne and 
Richard Murdoch. 

She was located in 
the ‘Filter Room’, the 
hub for the Battle of 
Britain, where she often 
met Dowding and 
Winston Churchill 
when they went to 
watch as the air battles 
were being fought. 

She recommended 


that forum members 
should visit the new 
Stanmore Museum 
which includes the 
famous ‘Filter Room’. 

She was invited for 
the opening, where she 
had chatted with Prince 
Charles about the work 
they did during the war, 
and chided him for not 
having read her book 
about the operations. 

Next week, Gavin 
Davies will be talking 
about ‘The Battle of the 
Somme New members 
are welcome. 

For further informa¬ 
tion, telephone 02920 
594881. PMW 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don't replace the jmt the 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges. Handles or Locks? 
Want the latest energy saving glass? 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing. 



. .we make saving money perfectly dear 


Call Freephone 0800 61 21 118 
www.cloiidy2cleer.com 



300,000 lines and all the home inspiration you need... 

Leekes Llantrisant Cowbridge Road, RCT. CF72 8XU I Tel: 0845 050 8240 I Web: leekes.co.uk 


Leekes 

You’re home 


|ie«a»9» rep m fl 


• ■ t^Wl lO 
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YOUNG DANCERS RAISE £3,000 
FOR CANCER RESEARCH CHARITY 



Photo by Laurie Golden. 


A recent performance of The Nutcracker 
at Barry Memorial Hall by the dancers of 
the Moya Vahey and Ella Morgan Schools 
of Classical Ballet raised nearly £3,000 for 
cancer research. 

The performance was hailed a great success with 
many in the audience commenting on the profes¬ 
sionalism of the young dancers. 

They were supported more than ably by the musi¬ 
cians of the Rhondda Sinfonietta Players, who 
played magnificently and gave up their time for free. 

The show was also supported by many local busi¬ 
nesses who advertised in the programme and donat¬ 
ed prizes to the raffle. 

All in all, a very happy start to the Christmas sea¬ 
son. RLJ 


Hearing 

Tests 

ii tt ## ini 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provides: 


• The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 
arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 


‘Luxury’ otter home 


STAFF from Dow 
Corning recently 
joined the Wildlife 
Trust of South and 
West Wales 
(WTSWW) in pro¬ 
viding a luxury new 
potential home for 
otters within the 
Cadoxton Ponds 
nature reserve, on 


the boundary of the 
Dow Corning 
industrial site. 

Otters are one of the 
UK’s biggest carnivores 
and are an unusual 
example of an animal 
whose fortunes have dra¬ 
matically improved over 
the last few decades. 

They have recovered 
following years of perse¬ 
cution and the effect of 


JOBS CAFE LAUNCH 

THE Vale Council-led Barry Communities 
First are launching a jobs cafe aimed at 
job seekers aged 20-24 who live in a Barry 
Communities First area to support them 
into gaining a paid Jobs Growth Wales 
work placement. 

It opens on January 10 (llam-1.30pm) at the 
People Business Wales Centre, Holton Road, Barry, 
when support will be ojfered with CV writing, appli¬ 
cation forms, interview technique, confidence build¬ 
ing and finding suitable opportunities. 

Barry Communities First is a Welsh Government- 
funded anti-poverty programme aimed at improving 
the health, prosperity and learning of residents in 
Buttrills, Cadoc, Castleland, Court and 
Gibbonsdown. 




Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 3 EE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 


Wedding Exhibition* 
at Wales Millennium' 
Centre, in Cardiff Bay 


THIS SUNDAY 
5th January 11.00am - 4.00pm 


3 Fabulous Catwalk Shows 12.00 
midday, 1.30pm and 3.00pm. 

Presented by 

Goody bags compliments of 
Debenhams for the first 250 brides 

Over 70 exhibitors featured over 
6 rooms including our ‘Vintage Room’ 

Fantastic competitions available on 
the day with some amazing prizes! 

Pre register on our website and 
receive discounted admission and 
avoid the queues!! Visit our 
website for details... 


/ Only\ 

( £ 3.00 ' 
admission 
\ on the , 




1 


For details visit our website: 

vw.eternitywifhlove.co.uk 


harmful chemicals enter¬ 
ing the water system. 
Since the 1960s otters 
have bounced back and 
can now be found in 
every catchment in 
Wales. 

At Cadoxton ponds 
there are few natural holt 
sites due to the lack of 
overhanging banks or 
mature trees, so 
WTSWW and staff from 
Dow Corning teamed up 
to create an artificial holt 
within a secluded part of 
the reserve, well away 
from potential distur¬ 
bance. 

Thanks to Chris 
Chadwick and the rest of 
the Dow Corning team 
for their enthusiastic 
assistance! VM 


SUSPENDED 
SENTENCE, BAN 
AND A £15,000 
FINE FOR VALE 
FARM BROTHERS 


TWO brothers who farm in 
Llanmaes, have been banned 
from keeping animals for five 
years - after pleading guilty to 
failing to care for a herd of cat¬ 
tle. 

In March of 2013 a team of council 
officers and veterinary surgeons 
swooped on their farm. 

Robert and Gwyn Bassett of Brook 
Farm, Llanmaes, pleaded guilty at 
Cardiff Crown Court on December 18 
to 39 charges under the Animal 
Welfare Act 2006 of causing unneces¬ 
sary suffering and failing to provide a 
suitable environment, diet and appro¬ 
priate care for a herd of approximately 
100 head of cattle. 

The brothers also pleaded guilty to 
10 charges of failing to cover carcass¬ 
es to prevent birds and animals access¬ 
ing them, of failing to dispose of car¬ 
casses without undue delay, of failing 
to notify the deaths by returning the 
cattle passports, and of failing to keep 
an up-to-date herd register. 

A Vale Council spokesperson said: 
“The Vale Council’s Trading Standards 
department began investigating, fol¬ 
lowing complaints received from the 
public. 

“Cattle were found kept in appalling 
conditions in derelict buildings with 
nowhere to lie - apart from in slurry. 
The cows were suffering from malnu¬ 
trition, dehydration and exhaustion. 

“Despite 10 improvement notices 
being served by council officers, and 
numerous visits supported by veteri¬ 
nary surgeons, the brothers failed to 


comply and the situation did not 
improve. 

“The Vale Council seized the herd of 
cattle on March 18-19, (2013), to pre¬ 
vent any further suffering to the ani¬ 
mals and removed them to Hillside 
Animal Sanctuary, where they could be 
given the appropriate care. 

“Eight of the cattle were in such a 
poor condition they had to be humane¬ 
ly put to sleep, but 92 were saved. 
Subsequently the Trading Standards 
Department applied for an Order under 
Section 20 of the Animal Welfare Act 
2006 to take ownership of the cattle, 
which was granted by Cardiff 
Magistrates Court. 

“Robert and Gwyn Bassett were 
each sentenced to: a five-year ban pre¬ 
venting them from owning and keep¬ 
ing animals; an eight months suspend¬ 
ed sentence for two years; a £15,000 
fine and £7,500 costs. 

“The brothers have six months in 
which to pay the fine, failing that, they 
face a potential 12-month custodial 
sentence.” 

The Principal Trading Standards 
Officer, Christina Roberts-Kinsey, 
said: “This has been a harrowing case 
of wilful animal neglect. 

“Despite the best efforts by this 
department to ensure compliance with 
animal health legislation, it was 
ignored by the Bassett brothers. 

“The sentence illustrates the seri¬ 
ousness of the offences committed by 
the farmers. I would like to thank 
Hillside Animal Sanctuary for aiding 
us and providing a home for the herd. ” 


Cc 


C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 


WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 

Gas, Oil & Solid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 
Please take advantage 
of our Free Survey 



Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 


LPG 

Bottle Gas 
available 

(Flo Gas 

Si 


Stockist) 



Servicing 
from £80 



AGA& 

RAYBURN 

Installation, 

Service 

and 

Breakdown 


PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR 
WINTER HEATING SERVICE. 

Visit our warehouse for all your plumbing, 
heating and drainage supplies 

Call Frank on 01446 772292 


For all 
your Tool & 
Plant Hire 


Visit our website: www.csboxall.co.uk 


^^9^Val^Busines^Park^lando^^Ni^owbridge^F7^7P^ 


OPEN: 

8am 
’til 5pm 


r 
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Peace, hope and new prospects 
and opportunities for 2014... 


T he 

Christmas 
and New 
Year break has 
provided a wel¬ 
come opportunity 
to ‘recharge the 
batteries’ for the 
busy weeks ahead 
in 2014, with con¬ 
stituency and min¬ 
isterial responsibil¬ 
ities at the fore¬ 
front of my mind. 

We were blessed with 
sunshine in Barry 
enjoying family walks 
in Porthkerry Park and 
over to the Island, as 
well as Dyffryn 
Gardens, with a 
Valeways Walk to look 
forward to in early 
January, as part of their 
full 2014 programme. 

In walking over to 
the Island, I was glad to 


view the year ahead in 
the certain knowledge 
that the plans to build 
the new Barry Island 
Link Road have now 
been confirmed, with 
the announcement of 
the £2million Welsh 
Government loan before 
Christmas. 

This has been wel¬ 
comed widely over the 
past week, with the Vale 
Council's agreement 
with the Welsh 
Government and Barry 
Waterfront Consortium 
confirmed, to enable the 
partnership to proceed 
with the arrangements 
for managing this loan. 

It was great to join 
Coun Neil Moore, the 
Leader of the Vale 
Council, Coun Lis 
Burnett and Richard 
Keogh, on behalf of the 
developers, to view the 
site of the Link Road 
from the Clive Road 


Assembly 

Notes 



by Vale AM 

JANE HUTT 

(Minister for Finance and 
v Leader of the House) y 

Steps. The link road 
will run through the 
centre of the next stage 
of the Waterfront devel¬ 
opment providing a 
direct link to the Island 
from Cardiff Road. 

Once completed, it 
will be significant bene¬ 
fit in terms of attracting 
further investment and 
providing better access 
to the Island for local 
residents and visitors. 
AIRPORT 
Further good news 
for the Vale came 
before Christmas with 
the announcement that 
Cardiff Airport and the 
eastern half of the St 
Athan airfield are 
included in the new 
Assisted Areas Map for 
2014-20, which will be 
of great benefit to the St 


Athan and Cardiff 
Airport Enterprise 
Zone. Alongside this 
good news for future 
prospects for the Vale, 
we heard before 
Christmas that Cardiff 
Airport had secured 
new routes with Cityjet, 
and the Vuelling offers 
are attracting a great 
deal of interest. 

The works on Barry 
Town Station are pro¬ 
gressing apace, with the 
new platform being 
constructed by Network 
Rail opening up new 
opportunities for 
increasing the frequency 
of the Vale line services 
to Bridgend. 

T9 BUS 

My meeting with the 
managing director of 
First Cymru Buses, 
Justin Davies, before 
Christmas enabled me 
to share my views about 
the need for the T9 to 
the airport to be used 
more flexibly. 

I have suggested that 
there should be stops at 
least once an hour 
through the Vale on the 
route from Cardiff to 
the airport, to meet bus 
users’ needs. I have 
made my views clear as 
part of the review of the 
T9 service and I am 
optimistic that this will 
result in changes. 

With the Vale 
Council also undertak¬ 


ing a full review of Vale 
bus services, including 
assessing the impact of 
the withdrawal of serv¬ 
ices by bus companies, I 
am supporting all those 
who are making their 
voices heard about the 
importance of bus travel 
in Barry and the Vale. 

Having met with the 
Transport Minister and 
the Leader of the 
Council to raise these 
issues and concerns, I 
will be liaising closely 
with all those who can 
influence the future 
decisions about our bus 
services which are vital 
economically and 
socially. 

One of the first min¬ 
isterial commitments 
next week will be to 
meet UK Government 
Ministers to discuss the 
needs of Wales to help 
progress the new Wales 
Bill, giving greater fis¬ 
cal powers to Wales and 
to meet the UK 
Infrastructure Minister 
to discuss shared goals 
and needs. 

A busy year ahead, 
but with good opportu¬ 
nities and prospects if 
we manage our 
resources and responsi¬ 
bilities wisely. My par¬ 
ticular focus will be on 
securing job opportu- 
nites for our young peo¬ 
ple and providing sup¬ 
port for the vulnerable. 




MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 
Kittens, young 
and older cats - 

All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <£ microchipped 

Charity No. 1020630 
All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and small items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 


Mayor’s festive elf 
costume boosts raffle 

THE Vale of Glamorgan Mayor, 

Coun Margaret Wilkinson, entered 
into the Christmas spirit and 
dressed as an elf to encourage 
council staff to buy tickets for her 
Christmas raffle. 

It was obviously a success as the raf¬ 
fle raised just over £1,677 for the 
Mayor’s charities - Age Cymru, 

Dreams & Wishes and NCI at Nell’s 
Point. 

Coun Wilkinson said: “I am very 
grateful for all the support I’ve received 
and am delighted with the amount 
raised for my charities. 

“My thanks to ah the staff and coun¬ 
cillors for their support and to the fol¬ 
lowing companies for their generosity - 
Villa Napoli in Penarth; Ledley 
Engineering; Wilkinsons; Paul Gentile 
the Jewellers; Izmir Restaurant in 
Barry; Poundstretcher, Barry; RWE 
Power; Dow Coming; Waitrose; 

Huddarts of Cowbridge; the Cardiff & 

Vale Burial Ground and Unison, VoG 
branch.” 


SPECIAL OFFER 



The Mayor with Rowan Hughes 
at the staff carol service. 


Remote Control Roller Shutters 
from only £650+VAT Fitted 


FROM SOUTH WALES' LEADING DOOR 
MANUFACTURER AND GARAGE DOOR SPECIALIST 
Contact us today for further information 

01656 659274 • 01446 439219 


WWW.ACTIONDOORS.COM 









High Quality 'Como' Wardrobes 

In Walnut finish with black glass doors 

200cm wide (67”) 4 doors (2 with black glass). £495 

250cm wide (8’3”)(5 black glass doors) . £795 

300cm wide (9’10”)(6 Black glass doors) . £895 


Bespoke Bedroom Installations 

Our bespoke bedrooms and home offices are second to none. 
The huge range is professionally installed by time served trades¬ 
men. Free home consultations and CAD design service. 



FREE DELIVERY & ASSEMBLY 



CALL NOW!! 01656 657526 

Town & Country Dedrooms 

www.townandcountrybedrooms.co.uk 


FOR THE LARGEST CHOICE OF FITTED AND FREESTANDING SLIDING DOOR 
WARDROBES, GOTO OUR NEW WEBSITE SLIDINGDOORSWALES.COM 


• HUGE RANGE OF PRODUC1S • BOTH FITTED AND FREESTANDING 

• INSTALLED BY PROFESSIONALS • 5 OR 10 YEAR GUARANTEES INCLUDED 

• LITERALLY THOUSANDS OF DOOR COMBINATIONS 

• FREE HOME CONSULTATION WITHOUT OBLIGATION 

• CAD DESIGN SERVICE FOR FITTED PRODUCTS 



SLIDING DOORS WALES.COM 



Unit 1 North Point 
Western Avenue 
Bridgend Industrial Est. 
Bridgend CF313RX 

Tel: 01656 657526 
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Mayor enjoys a festive 
celebration at Sunrise 



THE Mayor of 
Barry, Court Claire 
Curtis, attended a 
festive party at 
Sunrise Residential 
Home, during a visit 
on December 18. 

A spokesman for the 
home told The GEM: 

“It was our Christmas 
party on the day and the 
lady mayor seemed to 
have enjoyed her visit. 

“We were honoured 
that she took the time to 
come and meet our resi¬ 
dents and the staff." 



Residents’ £501 
cheque for British 
Heart Foundation 


OAPs living in a 
sheltered scheme 
run by Newydd 
Housing 

Association like to 
give something 
back, and this year 
organised a raffle 
in aid of the British 
Heart Foundation 
(BHF). 

Chris Murrell of the 
residents’ association 
said: “We managed to 
raise the fantastic 
amount of £501. 

Pictured above for the 
cheque presentation 
were Chris Murrell from 
Arthur Davidson Court, 
Kim Hooper and Lauren 
Campbell from BHF, 
and Muriel Thomas of 
Arthur Davidson Court, 
too. 

“We would like to 


whole-heartedly thank 
everyone who con¬ 
tributed. Special thanks 
to Sandra Rehman of 
Arthur Davidson Court 
who single-handedly 


raised £223, but was 
unable to attend the 
presentation following a 
recent mini-stroke. We 
all wish Sandra a full 
and speedy recovery.” 


PACT meetings 

CADOC PACT will now be held at Palmerston 
Community and Learning Centre on January 8 at 
6pm. 

BUTTRILLS PACT, Philip John Community 
Room, Barry Library on January 9 at 6.30pm. 

DYFAN PACT, Buttrills Community Centre, 
January 12 at 7pm. 

COURT PACT, Chilcott Room, Barry YMCA, 
Court Road on January 16 at 6pm. 

Coffee and chat, The Red Fox, Penllyn, on 
January 8 at 11am. 

Coffee and chat, Horse and Jockey pub, Wenvoe, 
on January 9 at 11am. 

Coffee and chat, The Bush Inn, St Hilary, on 
January 9 at 11.30am. 

STANWELL PACT, Glyndwr Hall, Glyndwr 
Road, on January 10 at 7pm. 

ST AUGUSTINES PACT, The Windsor Arms 
public house on January 29 at 7pm. 



Flooring to suit every room in the home 


Select the right flooring in a relaxed 
and friendly atmosphere 


Carpet Laminates Cushion Floor Karndean 


• Massive selection of remnants. 

• Ranges to suit all budgets. 

• Home select service. 

• Free measuring and estimates. 

• Expert Fitting Service 

STAINFREE SAXONY AMORE 
£ 12.99 sq mir Was £14.99 sq mlr 


CELEBRATION 
TWIST 
£ 6.99 sq mlr 
Was £14.99 sqmlr 

LAMINATES 
from £ 7.99 sq mlr 
10% Cash and 
Cany Discount 

MALDIVES 
SAXONY 
Now £ 8.99 sq mlr 
Was £14.99 sqmlr 


ATTRACTIONS 
VELOUR PILE 
£ 4.49 sq mlr 
Was £8.99 sq mlr 

COLLEGE 
STRIPE BERBER 
£ 6.49 sq mlr 
Was £12.99 sqmlr 

STAIN FREE 
TWIST APPEAL 
£ 6.99 sqmlr 
Was £8.99 sq mlr 


FASHION 
BERBER STRIPE 
Special Price 
£ 4.99 sq mlr 

STAIN FREE 
TWIST TRIPLE 
CROWN 
£ 9.99 sq mlr 
Was£11.99 sqmlr 

DALTON TWIST 
£ 4.99 sqmlr 
Was £6.99 sq mlr 


ROYAL TWIST 5m 
wide Felt Back 
£ 4.99 sq mlr 
Was £8.99 sq mlr 
(2 Rolls Only) 

ATLAS BERBER 
4m wide 

from £ 4.99 sq mlr 


DEFENDER TWIST 
£ 5.99 sq mlr 
Was £15.99 sqmlr 
(1 roll only) 

FORTRESS 
BERBER 
£ 7.99 sq mlr 


Was £8.99 sq mlr 
While Stocks Last 


25 Broad Street Parade, Barry 
Tel: (01446) 740235 


EASY PARKING AVAILABLE 
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New scheme 
teaches 
skills to the 
homeless 



STAFF from the Vale 
Council’s homeless 
hostel, Ty Iolo, and 
council contractor 
Ian Williams Ltd 
have teamed up to 
teach DIY skills to 
former and current 
residents of the hos¬ 
tel. 

The four-week train¬ 
ing course was held at 
Robert Price Building 
Merchants in Barry, and 
offered training in paint¬ 
ing, wallpapering, car¬ 
pentry and tiling to give 
tenants the confidence 
to undertake home 
improvements once they 
have their own home. 

Lee Chappell, a pre¬ 
vious resident of Ty 
Iolo, said: “The people 
are very friendly and 
patient and the course 
gives you a head start 
for when you move into 
your property.” 

Coun Bronwen 
Brooks, cabinet member 
for housing, building 
maintenance and com¬ 
munity safety, who was 


invited to the final 
course, said: “I was 
really pleased to come 
and see the volunteers 
passing on their skills. 
This project is what 
community spirit is all 
about.” 

Sinead O’ Neill, cus¬ 
tomer service and com¬ 
munity manager for Ian 
Williams, said: “We are 
committed to delivering 
the community promises 
that we make to our cus¬ 
tomers. Ty Iolo and its 
dedicated staff offer an 
essential service to 
many individuals and 
families who find them¬ 
selves in need of tempo¬ 
rary accommodation. 

“What is special 
about this type of proj¬ 
ect is that there is 
always a tangible out¬ 
come at the end.” 

Ian Williams, manag¬ 
er of Ty Iolo, and the 
Vale Council are now in 
the process of evaluat¬ 
ing the project and plan 
further sessions during 
2014. 


WHAT’S ON / in brief 

Tax help for elderly 


A TAXHELP for Older People (TOP) income tax 
surgery offering FREE professional advice to 
older people on a restricted income will be held at 
Roz Couzens ’ Chiropody Surgery, Unit 4, 
Commercial House, Commercial Street, Llantwit 
Major CF61 1RB on January 6 from 10am until 
midday. No appointment is necessary. 

To access the TOP’s helpline telephone 0845 
601 3321, or 01308 488066. Home visits can also 
be arranged via this helpline for people unable to 
attend the surgery. 


FoE meeting 

THE next meeting of Barry & Vale Friends of the 
Earth will be on January 7, at 7.30pm, in the 
Castle Hotel, Jewel Street, Barry. 

Objections were sent to the Vale of Glamorgan’s 
plan for the next 15 years - from fracking to 
nuclear power at Hinckley Point and housing 
development plans. 




0300 012 1223 I www.haloleisure.org.uk ^ | 
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Mi 
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Ortyms contemporary collection 

Solid construction & stunning lines. 




Clinton Designer 3 seater real 
leather sofa with pocket sprung 

CUShiOnS DDD £QQQ C»l. 


Stunning design 
4'6" bedframe. 
Great look, great 
price. 

RRP £259 Sale £129 


Sumptuous coil 
sprung 4'6"divan set 
with a generous layer 
of memory foam 

RRP £499 Sale £2491 


extra cost) 


Stunning double recliner 
sofa package. Relax in style with our huge sale savings 

RRP £1999 Sale £999 


Cardiff 


Dreams 


Penarth 


mm 


Limited Period Only 

■ ■ ft I I - The Olympic 3 seater sofa, amazing 
■■ I ■■ value in our Biggest Ever Supersale 

I M wk !■ I (Scatter cushions available at 






Just a small selection from our huge 


PtdnMdtM total 


'Mi 




A _ 




RRP £1259 


Sale £629 


Table and 4 Hamley chairs. Extra 20% off 

See our website for the complete range £499 


Heath painted bedroom range. This beautiful fully 
assembled painted range will add a touch of style and 
elegance to your bedroom; featuring classic styling and 
graceful curves, this collection of painted furniture 
features oak tops which ensures it will fit in to city and 
country settings alike. 

CYTRA 

Double RRP 50% 20%OFF 

Bedframe £459 £229 £179 
Gents Robe £639 £319 £249 
Ladies robe £579 £289 £229 
7 Drawer chest £499 £249 £199 
3+2 chest £399 £199 £159 
2 Drw bedside £159 £79 £59 


Gyilardo ylossl collection rrp £1999 

Extending dining table in white gloss Sale £999 

lacquer finish table and 4 chairs. Extra 20% off 

See our website for the complete range £799 


The Tulsa. Elegant 3 seater | 

traditional back sofa 

RRP £1379 Sale £689 


The Shante. 3 seater scatterback sofa 


RRP £999 Sale £499 


Many more stunning designer beds & 
bedroom ranges to compliment every home 


■r ? 5 vi ii ii in 

?*ris 6?Uss dining set rrp £879 

Contemporary extending glass dining. Sale £439 

table and 4 chairs. Extra 20% off 

See our website for the complete range £349 


Lakeside corner chaise available as a 
right or left hand option in a choice | 
of colours. 

RRP £1999 Sale £999 


RRP £999 Sale £499 


EXTRA 20% OFF 
vou oav only 


EXTRA 20% OFF 
vou oav only 


you pay omy 

£99 


you pay omy 

£199 










Lots of beds & mattresses in stock! 


Land Rover 
Wickes^ 

fw ^ 

homestones # 


^ ■! Unit 5, Freemans Park ; 
Penarth Road, 
•JS.W Cardiff, 

CF11 8TU. 


CF11 8TU. 

Tel: 02920 371970 


www.fwhomestores.co.uk 


fw 

homestones 

.co.uk 

PENARTH ROAD 
k CARDIFF 


Over 20 years 
' of unbeatable 
low low prices 


NEW 

LATE NIGHT 
MONDAYS 
Open till 8pm 


Opening Times Mon: 9.00am - 8.00pm Tue - Sat: 9.00am - 6.00pm Sunday: 10.30am - 4.30pm 


FREE 

no interest no charges 
0% typical APR 
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Pupils have a busy end of term programme 


NEWS FROM BRYN 
HAFREN SCHOOL 


CLASS 9SP held a 
cake break and 
raffle recently and 
raised over £80 for 
the Children’s 
Cardiac Unit at the 
University Hospital 
of Wales. 

They have also 
donated their old toys to 
the play room on the 
ward. 

Pupils in years 10 - 
12 visited the Clothes 
Show Live exhibition in 
Birmingham NEC. Not 
only did they shop till 
they dropped, but they 
also saw professional 
fashion shows, hair and 
beauty demonstrations 
and style makeovers. 


Pupils also saw for¬ 
mer pupil, award-win¬ 
ning Hannah Williams 
show her graduate col¬ 
lection on the catwalk. 

On December 17, 
pupils delivered 52 
hampers to elderly resi¬ 
dents in Barry as part of 
the annual Christmas 
hamper tradition at 
Bryn Hafren. The ham¬ 
pers were bursting with 
food, from everyday 
items to chocolate 
treats, and were topped 
with a Christmas cake 
made by the Food 
Technology 


Department. 

Staff at Bryn Hafren 
put on an extra special 
nativity play for pupils 
in years-7 to 10. The 
cast was led by head¬ 
teacher Mr Whitcombe 
as Joseph, and deputy 
headteacher Mrs Olden 
as Mary. 

Year-7 pupils visited 
the Memorial Theatre to 
watch the Billboard 
panto Jack and the 
Beanstalk, starring our 
very own Mr Coombs. 

A group of year-8 
pupils have been work¬ 
ing on a special 


Christmas enterprise 
project recently. They 
have designed and made 
a range of products in 
small groups over the 
last few weeks, and 
have been selling them 
to pupils during the last 
week of term to raise 
money. Products ranged 
from stockings, 
Christmas tree decora¬ 
tions and jewellery. 

Year-8 pupils were 
lucky enough to go on a 
reward trip to see 
Frozen in the cinema; 
while year-9 pupils 
went to Planet Ice to go 
ice skating. The 5x60 
regulars were rewarded 
with a ski trip as well. 

SP 


BOXING DAY RECORD FOR 
THE BEACH VOLUNTEERS 



FRIENDS of Barry Beaches cleared and recycled a record ABOVE: Volunteers 


amount of rubbish at Knap beach on Boxing Day. celebrate their 

The next beach clean will take place on Sunday January 26 at Porthkerry record ‘clearance ’ 
beach meeting at 3pm. Knap beach. 



FREE PARKING- AVAILABLE 

PLAZA TOYMASTER, UNIT 12. POUNDFIELD. LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CF61 1DL (01446 794118) ZOYMASTERWnLCO.CO UK 
• some exclusions apply 


H 


IWWUMMER 




NEXT EVENT BEING HELD AT: 



lOCAllOtl UK'S f AWfillA 

■LI j 

mr 4 

AtIDH \Y ARP, *>iOy Vitfh C tinr*T)*r (IM MDJ 

■/ 


QA*( * 'Dlh inn*ir> 



TIM!' | r*n bn yi J|pn 

■V j 


Come M tpo f ts or cmjiJ ctotteiQ *tt> not sip Hirers 

WMt 1 

m 7 4 

does or toils A ho Kw *th rein .r»d realtor ijm 

KV 





BOO* YOsJR PEACE TO SEE IF IT S FOB YOU. 

A- 

\ 

TEL 1645b CD122J 



AGE. IE 40 3 '|iiV , tsnfcvKy jfutn 




EXPERIENCE OUR WAV OE LIEE ROYAL NAVAL RESERVE LIVE 
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George Street Furnishers 

Furniture • Carpets • Beds • Bathrooms 

NEWPORT 01633 214241 CARDIFF 029 20 492727 

11 Muk. V.fin NI'31 II V ||i«c*411 vmi 1 tU^ m V4H I jnfclf (721 *U i *m< Rii^i 

Mm Ik\ I'lirv fti A V<| rHWti 't W^ffi * M n IIIMki • • iw I lillMn VMmi ftjit/'. 
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Education & Training 


CLASSICAL 

GUITAR 

LESSONS 

In your own home 

Mark Gardiner 
BMus (Hons) 
RWCMD 
CRB Checked 
www.guitarlessons 
southwales.co.uk 
Tel: 07834 407911 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


Funded training and 
development qualifications 


barry-today.co. u k 
cowbridge-today.co.uk 
llantwit-major-today.Go.uk 
porthioawl-today.oo.uk 
t3ridgend-today.co.uk 



J GR Training provides 
up to 100 per cent 
funded qualifications 
for employees aged 16 - 24 
looking to develop their 
skills and knowledge in 
their occupational area of 
work. 

All training and assessment is 
carried out at the workplace, 
with minimum disruption by our 


qualified and experienced staff. 

Offering training programmes 
in customer service, business 
administration and management, 
delivered through the internation¬ 
ally recognised awarding bodies 
City & Guilds and ILM, we are a 
customer-focused team ensuring 
high quality in our delivery. 

JGR Training is also offering 
the following management work¬ 
shops, from £42 per day per per¬ 
son: 


Level 2 Award in leadership 
and team skills - developing 
yourself as a team leader; plan¬ 
ning and monitoring work. 

Level 3 Award in leadership 
and management - solving prob¬ 
lems and making decisions; 
understanding how to motivate to 
improve performance. 

For more information, please 
call Lucy Stokes on 01656 
679662. 


Free Training and 
Development for your staff 

• CUSTOMER SERVICE 
•BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

• MANAGEMENT 

Covering South Wales 

01656 679662 

CALL FOR MORE INFORMATION 


Up 


New year, new start, new 
language - learn Welsh! 


IMPROVE WELSH LANGUAGE 
SKILLS AT PALMERSTON 


W HY not 
join one 
of our 

Welsh courses in 
January, or come 
along to one of our 
FREE events 
below, to get you 
started and to 
learn more about 
the Welsh culture, 
language,and the 
options available to 
you? 

For more informa¬ 
tion, contact us on 
www.learnwelsh.co.uk 


02920 874710, or 
info@learnwelsh.co.uk 

EVENT: Cymraeg 
over a Cuppa, FREE 
coffee and cake. 

Location: Little 
Blue Deli, 3 Thompson 
Street, Barry. 

Date and time: 
Tuesday, January 21, 
from 4pm - 6pm. 

Major; Wednesday, 
January 22, from 1pm 
- 3pm. 

Foxy’s Deli, 7 Royal 
Buildings, Penarth; 
Thursday, January 23, 
from 5pm - 7pm. 

Learn about Welsh 
culture and enjoy a 



free Welsh Taster 
course: at Castleland 
Community Centre, on 
Saturday, February 8, 
from 10am - 1pm. 

Tedi Twt Storytime 
Sessions at various 
libraries - Saturday, 
January 18, from 
10 am - 2pm. 



Un o fentrau 

Llywodraeth Cymru 
Welsh Government 

Initiative 

v_ 



029 20 874 710 

www feamwelsh co.ufc 




A brand new 
project for 
Welsh 

speakers is to be 
launched from 
January 2014. 

Palmerston 
Community Learning 
centre, Barry will be 
hosting an exciting new 
programme of activities 
through the medium of 
Welsh. The project is to 
be offered by the Vale 
Adult and Community 
learning partnership. 

The centre will be 
open from 6pm every 
Monday evening for 
visitors to enjoy coffee 
and snacks, use the free 
internet Cafe, meet 
friends old and new and 
play board games. 

A variety of activities 
will be available from 
7pm-9pm, including 
crafts and textiles work¬ 
shops and a computer 
workshop - with the 
chance to improve your 
computer skills, use 
internet and email, job- 
search and CVs 
An exciting new 
Welsh singing class 
“Canu yn Gymraeg - 
Sing in Welsh” will be 
launched under the 
direction of tutor Alice 
Jones. It is hoped that a 
new community choir 
will be formed and per¬ 
haps even perform at 
the 2014 Eisteddfod in 
Llanelli. 

Other activities 
planned include a Welsh 
Book Club and a ‘Brush 
up your Welsh’ course. 

Everyone is welcome 
to drop in and see for 
themselves what’s on 
offer. The organisers are 
keen to meet Welsh 
speakers, Welsh 
Community groups, 
former pupils of Welsh 
schools and Welsh 
learners who are ready 


to practice their lan¬ 
guage skills. 

A warm welcome will 
be extended to all. 

Mae menter newydd 
ar gyfer siaradwyr 
Cymraeg yn dechrau 
ym mis Ionawr 2014. 

Bydd Canolfan 
Addysg Gymunedol 
Palmerston, y Barri, yn 
agor ei drysau ar gyfer 
rhaglen newydd o wei- 
thgareddau cyfrwng 
Cymraeg, a drefnir gan 
Bartneriaeth Addysg 
Oedolion a Chymunedol 
Bro Morgannwg. 

Bydd y ganolfan ar 


agor o 6 tan 9pm bob 
nos Lun i oedolion alw i 
mewn am baned a 
sgwrs, lluniaeth ysgafn, 
defnyddio cyfrifiaduron 
am ddim, cwrdd a 
ffrindiau hen a newydd 
a chwarae gemau 
bwrdd. 

Ceir amrywiaeth o 
ddosbarthiadau o 7- 
9pm gan gynnwys creff- 
tau a thecstiliau, gwei- 
thdy cyfrifiaduron, 
defnyddio V we, chwilio 
am swyddi a gwneud 
CV. Bwriedir cynnal 
clwb llyfrau a chlybiau 
eraill. 

Arweinydd y dos- 


barth Canu yn 
Gymraeg- Sing in Welsh 
fydd Alice Jones, sy’n 
brofiadol ac egniol, ac 
hoffai groesawu siarad¬ 
wyr Cymraeg a dysgwyr 
newydd yn ogystal a 
chyn-aelodau cor yr 
eisteddfod. 

Bydd dosbarth 
“Gwella’ch Cymraeg” 
yn arbennig ar gyfer 
cyn-ddisgyblion ysgo- 
lion Cymraeg sy’n teim- 
lo bod eu Cymraeg yn 
rhydlyd. 

Croeso i bawb i ddod 
i ddysgu, cymdeithasu a 
chanu drwy’r Gymraeg. 


Singers raised £230 for appeal 


TWENTY members of 
Cowbridge Choral Society 
spent an evening before 
Christmas carol singing 
around the town in aid of 
the Noah’s Ark Children’s 
Hospital. 

Over £230 was collected from 
customers in the Bear Hotel, The 
Vale Inn, The Duke of 


Wellington, Bar 44, The Horse 
and Groom, L’Ariosto’s and The 
Edmondes Arms. 

The society would like to offer 
thanks and appreciation to all the 
establishments, and to the cus¬ 
tomers who gave so generously 
and joined in with the choir. 

The society resumes rehearsals 
today (January 2) when work 
begins on two pieces for the 
spring concert, Gounod’s Messe 


Solennelle (St Cecilia,) and 
Puccini’s Messe di Gloria, which 
will be performed in March with 
the Pontypridd Choral Society. 

New members are always wel¬ 
come to join, and experience is 
not essential. Rehearsals take 
place in the United Free Church, 
Westgate St (opposite the Police 
Station) every Thursday at 
7.30pm. 

PHIL GLANVILLE 


Dysgu drwy’r Gymraeg 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 



Learning through the medium 
of the Welsh language 

Cardiff and Vale Community Learning Partnership 
Partneriaeth Addysg Gymunedol Caerdydd a’r Fro 

BRO MORGANNWG 

Canolfan Addysg Gymunedol Palmerston 

Palmerston Community Learning centre 

Bob nos Lun 

Every Monday Evening 

Dewch rhwng 6 a 9 am luniaeth ysgafn, gemau a gwegaffi. 
Drop in from 6.00pm for refreshments, games and Internet Cafe. 
Amrywiaeth o weithgareddau o 7pmA/ariety of activities from 7pm 

• Canu yn Gymraeg/ Sing in Welsh 

• Gwella’ch Cymraeg/Brush up your Welsh 
• Gweithdy Cyfrifiadu ron/Computer Workshop 

• Celf a Chrefftau/Arts and Crafts 

• Clwb Llyfrau/Book Club 
Croeso i bawb/AII Welcome 

Gwybodaeth pellach/To find out more Tel 01446 733762 
mnfurnham@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
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Premium quality brands at the lowest possible prices 


Freestanding 
& Built In 
Ovens & Hobs 
Dishwashers 
Washing Machines 
Fridge Freezers 
Range Cookers - 
Gas, Electric, Dual 
Fuel, plus lots more... 


NEW WASHING 
MACHINES 

from £179.99 



REFURBISHED 

APPLIANCES 




from only 

£99 

Fully Guaranteed 



INTERNET 

PRICE 

MATCHING 


SALE NOW ON 

3ATynewydd Road,King Square, Barry 
also, 

our shop warehouse at 
252, Holton Road, Barry, CF63 4PS 

(Situated between the multistorey 
car park and the Bassett) 

Over 5,000 sq ft Warehouse with a 
comprehensive display of appliances. Factory 
refurbished and brand new appliances in stock! 


Up to 5 years 
Manufacturers Warranty 


SPECIAL OFFER! 

Built-in ‘\vhirii».M,i oven 


FRANKE 


&TAPS 


SINKS 


we price match 

with the internet and 
superstores wherever 
possible! Please call 
for a quote... 



& a 

Was £399 

Now £299 

Saving £100 


hob 




all reduced massive 
savings 



BOSCH 


U Motpoint 


STOVES 


FRIDGE 

FREEZERS 

from only 

£179.99 


Selection of 
RANGE COOKERS 
in stock 


Experienced sales staff 

to advise you! 


•S^smeg 

(j)inDesiT 

plus many other top name brands... 

Same/Next day delivery service 

Payment Plan Available 
Pay weekly with No INTEREST CHARGED! 

Open Monday to Saturday 9am- 5.30pm 

Visit us at www.1stchoicetrade.co.uk 

01446 730884 


Appliances used for illustration purposes only 
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Walter Mitty (alias Ben Stiller) 

enthrals , inspires and 
dazzles in beautiful film 


W HILE Ben 
Stiller may 
have made 
his name as a 
comedic star in the 
raucous likes of 
There’s Something 
About Mary , the 
actor has a sensitive 
side best exempli¬ 
fied in his smaller 
work in films like 
Greenberg and The 
Royal Tenenbaums. 

Stiller’s worlds col¬ 
lide in The Secret Life 
Of Walter Mitty, a big- 
budget comedy/drama 
directed by Stiller him¬ 
self which tells the story 
of the titular Mitty 
(played by Stiller), a 
day-dreamer whose life 
is punctuated by flights 
of fancy. 

When his job is 
threatened, he must 
track down a missing 
photo, a mission that 
becomes even more fan¬ 
ciful than his mental 
adventures and one that 
may very well change 
his life... 

James Thurber’s 
source novel has 
already been adapted 
for the big screen once 
in the 1947 film of the 
same name starring 
Danny Kaye, but Ben 
Stiller’s version is faith¬ 
ful neither to that film, 
nor to the book. 


The daydreaming 
aspect of Mitty’s char¬ 
acter is tied up in the 
first half hour, the raft 
of fantasy sequences 
giving way to some¬ 
thing far more human 
and grounded. 

This allows the real 
beauty of the film to 
shine through, the story 
less about a daydreamer 
and more about a man 
whose world and hori¬ 
zons are ever changing, 
inspired by his desire to 
do right and that age- 
old motivational tool - 
love. 

While Ben Stiller has 
always been a good 
director, here he really 
lets loose, creating a 
film with a distinct 
visual style that looks 
absolutely gorgeous; 
whether it’s the interior 
of the Life magazine 
office building, or the 
desolate Greenland vis¬ 
tas, every shot feels 
beautifully framed, with 
clever nods inserted that 
don’t feel like a director 
trying to be too clever, 
instead nailing the tone 
Stiller is aiming for. 

The size of the budg¬ 
et is clearly on show 
here, with the majority 
of the location film con¬ 
veying the epic nature 
of the world we live in, 
and Stiller’s ability to 
capture this marks him 
out as more than simply 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


a comedic director. 

Steven Conrad’s 
script wisely casts the 
fantasy sequences out 
early on, using the con¬ 
cept as a launchpad to 
craft a tale of a man 
who spends so much 
time inside his own 
head that he finds it dif¬ 
ficult living in the real 
world. 

While some of 
Conrad’s themes of self- 
discovery could have 
felt a little mawkish 
(and, admittedly, some¬ 
times they do lapse into 
sentimentality), predom¬ 
inantly the feeling is of 
wonder and affirmation, 
Mitty regaining control 
of his life in (extreme) 
circumstances, but in a 
way many watching 
may wish they could 
emulate. 


In front of the cam¬ 
era, Stiller is perfectly 
cast as the average guy 
in extraordinary circum¬ 
stances, something he’s 
become a little too good 
at in recent years, but he 
gives a wonderful per¬ 
formance as the unlike¬ 
ly hero, while Kristen 
Wiig offers a lovely foil 
as the woman of his 
affections. 

Kathryn Hahn, 

Shirley MacLaine and 
Adam Scott are all 
superb in supporting 
roles, but this is a film 
that hangs entirely on 
Stiller’s shoulders and 
the actor (and director) 
relishes the opportunity, 
in what is a wonderfully 
uplifting film. 

VERDICT: An 
affirming, charming and 
beautiful film, The 
Secret Life of Walter 
Mitty is a wonderful 
piece of work, with Ben 
Stiller’s direction huge¬ 
ly impressive and his 
performance just as 
strong. 

Perfect for an age 
where people seem to 
prefer living life 
inwardly, this is the per¬ 
fect antidote to that, 
inspiring and uplifting. 
Recommended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: The Life of Pi 
(2012), Silver Linings 
Playbook (2012). 



Welsh Society’s fundraising 
efforts help voluntary group 


EVERY year, 
Cymdeithas 
Gymraeg Dinas 
Powys Welsh 
Society holds a 
charity fundraising 
evening and this 
year’s choice of 
charity was espe¬ 
cially pertinent to 
the village of Dinas 
Powys. 

The Dinas Powys 
Voluntary Concern 
Ambulance/Bus is a 
very special service 
offered to the elderly of 
the village, and many of 
our members are on the 
rota for driving the vehi¬ 
cle and collecting and 
delivering our older resi¬ 
dents to various venues. 

The evening at the 
Parish Hall was a 
tremendous success. We 
were entertained in both 
Welsh and English by 
the wonderful classical 
group ‘Fortza’, who also 


led the assembled guests 
in carol singing, which 
was a joy to hear. 

It is with delight, 
therefore, that we can 
announce that we made 
a profit of £2,565 on that 
night and the large 
cheque was presented to 


John Fanshaw, chairman 
of DP VC (above) fol¬ 
lowing our Christmas 
service at St Peter’s 
Church in the presence 
of Dr Barry Morgan, 
Archbishop of Wales on 
December 16. 

It will be put to good 


use, and enhance the 
lives of the less mobile 
members of the commu¬ 
nity. 

The society wishes to 
thank everyone who 
helped to make the 
evening such a success. 

IC 


The latest Ty Hafan 
lottery draw winners 


THE following are winning 
numbers in the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lottery draw 
number D806. 

• £2,000: 841285. 

• The rollover, which now stands 
at £1,500 was not won this week. 

• £10:645666, 630519, 482753, 

518332, 559763, 305821, 563444, 

543242, 757137, 549383, 597090, 
226532, 111184, 906271, 256335, 
432096, 385523, 660302, 840138, 
333343. 

• £5: 441807, 670630, 586246, 

290165, 997083, 714535, 281870, 
883958, 680589, 741141, 594645, 


763072, 606985, 711737, 191780, 
295184, 339320, 496669, 787326, 
671739, 383062, 107773, 171352, 

152130, 478504, 171467, 667850, 
390380, 926540, 650327, 185573, 

866367, 705325, 431702, 887913, 

498691, 300139, 562852, 875406, 

891774, 503359, 796438, 371823, 
465532, 173972, 993575, 644442, 
612475, 407354, 193099, 936325, 
976968, 855121, 386956, 741152, 
186610, 973930. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible 
for any errors or o mi ssions contained in 
the above. 

For lottery information please tele¬ 
phone 029 2053 2300. 


NEW Year, NEW kitchen 
doors and worktops! 


A 






Order your new 
doors and 
worktops and have 
a new oven, hob 
and extractor for 

£99.00" 


M 


3 



ASK ABOUT quartzize 

The quart! overlay whkh joes over your 
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I FOR A FREE 

1 CONSULTATION 1 



Less mess, Less 
time, Less cost 

Using your existing cabinets, 
we will replace your doors and 
worktops rejuvenating 
your kitchen. 

Saving you 
money, mess 
and mayhem! 


www.door-doctor.co.uk 

CONSULTATION LINES OPEN MON SAT BAM 8PM, SUN 10AM . 4PM 
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Whitmore Bay swimmers 
brave the Boxing Day cold 



ABOVE: The volunteer lifeguards at Whitmore Bay organised a Boxing Day swim, where more 
than 130 brave souls dashed into the icy cold waves. The annual event is fast becoming a ‘must see ’ 
for Christmas spectators, and a ( must do’for anyone wanting to burn off any excess calories! 


ATC Squadron 
celebrates with 
two promotions! 



JUST like a bus, 
you wait for one 
and then two come 
along! The end of 
December saw two 
very proud and 
happy men at 2117 
(Kenfig Hill) 
Squadron RAF Air 
Cadets. 

Wing Commander 
Mike Stones RAFVR 
(T) and Sqn Ldr Gerry 
Lewis RAFVR (T) of 
No 3 Welsh Wing RAF 
Air Cadets, visited the 
squadron to announce 
the promotions. The 
cadets were called to the 
parade room and 
addressed by Wing 
Commander Mike 
Stones. 

Sgt (ATC) Kevin 
Gould was promoted to 
Flight Sergeant; he has 
been with Kenfig Hill 
Squadron since 2008 and 
has been one of the main 
organisers of the many 
visits and events the 
cadets take part in. 

At present he is 


Sqn Ldr Barry C 
Thomas RAFVR(T). 

responsible for squadron 
discipline and drill, 
squadron maintenance 
and is in charge of the 
flight simulator. 

The second promotion 
was that of Fit Lt Barry 
Thomas RAFVR (T) to 
Squadron Leader. 

Commanding Officer 
of Kenfig Hill for just 
over 25 years, in the last 
year he has also taken on 
being the point of con¬ 
tact for the IT system, 
BADER, used by the 
wing. It is usual for a 
Squadron Leader to take 
up a post at Wing HQ, 
but Sqn Ldr Thomas is 
to remain as Officer 
Commanding Kenfig 
Hill Squadron. 

Wing Commander 
Mike Stones congratulat¬ 
ed both on their promo¬ 
tions and handed new 
rank tabs to both Fit Sgt 
Gould and Sqn Ldr 
Thomas. 

LINDSAY 
THOMAs, 
Secretary, Civilian 
Committee 


WHAT’S ON 

in brief 

PACT MEETINGS 

BUTTRILLS PACT, Philip John Community 
Room, Barry Library on January 9 at 6.30pm. 

DYFAN PACT, Buttrills Community Centre on 
January 12 at 7pm. 

COURT PACT, Chilcott Room, Barry YMCA, 
Court Road on January 16 at 6pm. 

Coffee and chat meeting will be held at The 
Horse and Jockey pub, Wenvoe on January 9 at 
11am. 

STANWELL PACT, Glyndwr Hall, Glyndwr 
Road on January 10 at 7pm. 

ST AUGUSTINE’S PACT, The Windsor Arms 
public house on January 29 at 7pm. 


Christmas party with 
a very special guest 


THE Ty Iolo 
Christmas party 
was held at the 
hostel on December 
20 and all the chil¬ 
dren, staff and 
guests were lucky 
enough to meet a 
special guest, 
Father Christmas. 

Celebrations included 
a Christmas grotto, 
Father Christmas from 
Barry Round Table giv¬ 
ing out selection boxes, 
Andy Griffiths from the 
Vale Library telling 
Christmas stories and 
bingo in the evening 
courtesy of Brecon 
Court. 

Becky Lynn, a hostel 



worker from Vale of 
Glamorgan Council 
housing services, said: 
“All the children really 
enjoyed the party, which 
was only possible due to 
the kindness of our sup¬ 
porters. I would like to 


say a big thank you to 
everyone who helped 
make this such a won¬ 
derful event.” 

The party was sup¬ 
ported by many local 
organisations and busi¬ 
nesses. 


Youth Project serves 
up festive celebration 



Honours list 
is revealed 

A NUMBER of notable personalities in 
the Vale and Bridgend areas have been 
recognised in the New Year Honours 
List for 2014. 

ORDER OF THE BATH, KCB: Derek 
William Jones, from Penarth, CB, Permanent 
secretary, Welsh Government. For public service 
especially to economic and social conditions in 
Wales. 

OBE: Syon Ivan Sadka. Chair, Derek 

Williams Trust. For services to the National 
Museum of Wales and to the arts in Wales, Sully. 

MBE: Mrs Morfydd Conway. For services to 
the community in Gibbonsdown, Barry. 

BEM: Maj David Davies, TD. Secretary, Mid- 
Glamorgan Branch, SSAFA. For voluntary serv¬ 
ice to SSAFA, Porthcawl. 

Gwyn John. For voluntary services to grass¬ 
roots football in Llantwit Major, Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

Mrs Christina Suzanne Selby. Founder, 
Hats4Heroes. For voluntary service to the Armed 
Forces in Afghanistan, Penarth. 


CADOXTON youth 
project served up 
another successful 
Christmas meal for 
local residents, 
funded through the 
dish-out-dosh proj¬ 
ect facilitated by 
Vale Volunteer 
Bureau. 

The project provides 
money for groups that 
involve young volunteers 
in the Vale, and the 
three-course meal was 
prepared by volunteers 
of the Cadoxton Youth 
Project and also includ¬ 
ed Halal and vegetarian 
options. 

Organiser Rita 
Limbrick said: “I am 
grateful that the dish out 
dosh panel helped me to 
run this successful event 
in the church for resi¬ 
dents. ” 

Jane Hutt AM, 
Minister of Finance, 
attended the event at 
Cadoxton Methodist 
church and presented 
cheques totalling £1,500 
raised by Cadoxton 
Youth Project to: Cardiff 
YMCA homeless, Barry 
11 Sea Scouts, Marie 
Curie Penarth; Ty 
Hafan and Cadoxton 
Nursery school each had 
£300. 


$ Jm> yearforflobbies, 
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The New Year is 
a great time to 
make a change! 


A T this time 
of year, you 
can’t escape 
the subject of that 
New Year resolu¬ 
tion. 

It’s a prime example 
of how hope springs 
eternal in the human 
spirit. 

Something about the 
numerical change of 
year brings out a wave 
of optimism, and you 
are inspired to do 
something that you 
hope will change your 
life! 

Probably the most 
popular resolution is to 
move to a healthier 
lifestyle, taking more 


exercise and eating a 
healthier diet. 

This is hardly sur¬ 
prising, as most of us 
are weighed down by 
Christmas indulgences, 
and the electronic 
scales have started 
flashing red for danger! 

It’s hard to argue 
with that type of reso¬ 
lution. It’s a plan that 
anyone would benefit 
from. However, there 
are plenty of alterna¬ 
tives for that new year 
promise to yourself. 

Why not decide to 
read more books dur¬ 
ing the year? 

Just have one on the 
go all the time, and 
read a few pages every 


day, to get into the 
habit again. 

You could, of 
course, decide to take 
the option of joining an 
evening class, or get¬ 
ting involved in a new 
hobby. 

We journalists on 
The GEM, because of 
the nature of our job, 
get to know a little bit 
about a lot of subjects, 
but one thing is very 
clear. 

Almost any subject 
can be fascinating if 
you get the chance to 
go deeper into it 

There’s so much out 
there to learn - and not 
just during January! 
PHILIP IRWIN 
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NEW GROUP 
From Saturday 
4th January 

Barry Saturday 9.30am 

Cwm Talwg Community 
Centre, Cwm Parc, Cwm 
Talwg, Barry CF627QS. 
Wiggy - 07970 450694 

MONDAY 

Barry 5.30 & 7.30pm 

New Jerusalem Church, 
Tynewydd Road, opp. 
library, Barry 
Lorraine - 
01446 407002 

Rhoose 5.30 & 7.30pm 

Celtic Way Community 
Centre, Celtic Way, 
Rhoose. 

Teresa - 07808 077312 


Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

Elfed Avenue United 
Church, Elfed Avenue 
Nia - 07793 885581 

TUESDAY 

Barry - 5.30pm 

Holy Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, 
Trinity Street 
Joanne - 01446 404897 

Llantwit Major 9.30am 

Catholic Church, 

Ham Lane East 
Helen -01446 750738 
Barry 7.30pm 
Gibbonsdown 
Community Centre 
Nicky-07703313619 
Llantwit Major 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 
Our Lady & St llltyd 
Church (Catholic) 

Ham Lane East 
Helen-01446 750738 

Sully - 6.30pm 

The Old School 
South Road 
Niki-01446 740394 

WEDNESDAY 

Barry 

4.45 & 6.45pm 

St. Francis Millennium 
Centre, Park Road, 
Porth-y-Castell 
Annamarie - 
01446 736534 


Barry - 6.00pm 

Cadoxton 
Methodist Church 
Church Road 
Joanne-01446 404897 

Penarth 

9.30am & 11.30am 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 

Penarth 

5.30pm & 7.30pm 

All Saints Church Hall 
Victoria Square 
Tracy - 07894 275853 

THURSDAY 

Cowbridge - 9.30am 

Cowbridge Rugby Club 
Rob - 07708941279 
Barry - 5.30pm 
Highlight Park 
Community Centre, 
Barry 

Annamarie - 
01446 736534 
Dinas Powys 
5.30pm & 7.30pm 

The Cabin by swimming 
pool, Hebron Hall 
Nicky-07703313619 

Barry - 10.15am 

St Helen’s Church Hall 
Wyndham Street 
Niki-01446 740394 

FRIDAY 

Dinas Powys 9.30am 

The Cabin by 
Swimming Pool, 

Hebron Hall 
Nicky-07703313619 


0^0 scan hert or uidt tki wtbdtt to read Alix's story 

slimmingworld.ie 
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„-k * ALL SET FOR A 
FRESH (theatrical) 

fp START IN 2014! 


TAKING THE WEIGHT 
OFF YOUR MIND... 


L OCAL Slimming 

World consultant Helen 
Waite wants to help 
more people achieve their 
weight loss goals in 2014. 

Helen says: “2013 was a great year 
for many of my members. With 
many, many stones being shed in the 
Llantwit Major groups, and many 
members reaching their dream target 
weights by eating everyday normal 
foods that the whole family are able 
to eat with you, there is never a better 
time to join Slimming World.” 

More than half of people in Wales 
(57 per cent) are overweight and 22 
per cent have an obese BMI: 22 per 
cent of Welsh children aged three 
were overweight, just over five per 
cent were obese and 35 per cent are 
classified as overweight or obese, 
including 19 per cent obese. 

At Slimming World all 11 to 15- 
year-old children are able to come 
free of charge with a parent member. 
They have their own fantastic plan 
and are supported on their journey. 

“My children are five and seven 
years old and they enjoy the meals I 
cook, it makes it so much easier as 
it’s just healthy food rather than ‘diet’ 
food. 

“Their favourite is spaghetti bolog- 
naise or egg, beans and chips,” says 
Helen. 

“Men in Wales are more likely to 
be overweight than women - 62 per 


cent of men are overweight or obese, 
compared to 53 per cent of women. 
We have an increasing number of 
male members attending Slimming 
World and they are more than wel¬ 
come to attend.” 

The physical, psychological and 
social burdens of obesity can be sig¬ 
nificant. 

There is a social stigma attached 
to being overweight and people who 
struggle with their weight often suffer 
low confidence and self-esteem. 

Poor mobility and generally poorer 
quality of life are other common 
experiences; as are increased risk of 
chronic diseases, such as heart dis¬ 
ease, diabetes, arthritis, high blood 
pressure and some types of cancer. 

Slimming World can help to com¬ 
bat this - losing just 10 per cent of 
your starting body weight (known as 
Club 10) - can give you amazing 
health benefits, as well as make you 
feel so much better, and it increases 
your confidence. 

If you would like to make 2014 
your year, please feel free to pop 
along to group on a Tuesday at the 
Catholic Church, Ham Lane East, at 
either 9.30am, 5.30pm or 7.30pm 
nr contact Helen on 01446 750738. 

*SEE ADVERT 
ON OPPOSITE PAGE * 


New beginners’ 
Pilates classes 


A NEW begin¬ 
ners’ Pilates 
course starts 
at 7.15pm on 
Friday, January 10, 
at St Nicholas Hall, 
Barry, led by quali¬ 
fied Pilates teacher 
Sharon Sylvester, 
and it is small and 
friendly. 

Pilates is a gentle 
form of exercise for the 
whole body combining 
strength with flexibility, 
suppleness and better 
posture. 

The class is suitable 
for complete beginners 
and those with a little 


experience of Pilates. 

Sharon is a registered 
osteopath working in 
Barry with people with 
all sorts of muscu¬ 
loskeletal pain, from 
minor sports injuries and 
bad backs, to arthritic 
aches and pains. 

Most classes are held 
at St Nicholas Hall in 
Barry and the 5.30pm 
class on Mondays is at 
the Millennium Centre 
in Barry. One-to-one 
Pilates sessions are also 
available. 

To join, or for more 
information, contact 
Sharon on 07830 
085606, or see www.bar 
rypilates.co.uk. 


A NITA’S 
Theatre 
School will 
have been estab¬ 
lished 13 years this 
year and has been 
at the Windsor 
Road Church from 
the beginning. 

Due to the church 
being sold, unfortunate¬ 
ly, we have to move on, 
which is very sad, but 
as they say, “as one 
door closes another one 
opens”. 

So from January 11, 
the school will be mov¬ 
ing to the very modem 
newly-refurbished 
Castleland Community 
Centre, Belverdere 
Crescent, Barry, which 
is a very central location 
for everyone. 

The school is for 
children aged 4 to 17 
years every Saturday 
between 2pm - 5pm; 
with qualified and expe¬ 
rienced teachers for 
each discipline of 
dance, drama and 
singing, for 12-week 
terms. 

At the end of every 
term, family and friends 
can come to watch the 
students’ final presenta¬ 
tion of what they have 
learnt throughout the 
term. 

No experience is 


Romilly Osteopathy & Pilates Clinic 

Barry Pilates Classes 

Beginners - Monday 9.15am & 5.30pm, 
Intermediate Mondays 9.15am 
and Friday 6pm 

New Beginners Pilates Course 

Starts 10 January, Friday 7.15pm 
St Nicholas Hall & Millennium Centre, Barry 

Sharon - 07830 085606 

www.barrypilates.co.uk 


needed to join, just 
enthusiasm. The rates 
are very competitive 
and new students can 
qualify for a discount 
with the voucher. 

For more informa¬ 
tion, or to secure your 
child’s place, call Anita 
on 01446 730656, or 
07968 701355. 


And also watch out 
for new classes coming 
in the near future, jazz 
and street dancing 
classes and a class to 
incorporate: stage 
make-up, script writing, 
prop making, 
lighting/sound etc. 
Watch this space! 


J> n Anita's ^ b 
Theatre School 

At Castleland Community Centre, Barry 

ACT, DANCE, SING FUN!! 
£20 OFF WITH THIS ADVERT 
FOR ALL NEW STUDENTS 

NEW TERM STARTS 
11TH JAN 2014 
ESTABLISHED 12 YEARS 


Classes every Saturday 2pm - 5pm for 
ages 4-17yrs at our new central venue. 
We run small classes so your child has 
individual attention from our professional 
and experienced teachers, who's aim is to 
give each child their knowledge and most 
of all confidence not only at school but in 
every day life. Each term family and 
friends are invited to a presentation to 
see exactly what the children have learnt. 


C/O 34, 
Station Street, 
Barry, CF63 4LY 


01446 
/ 0796F 
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Lest we forget, 
Welsh is a 
British language! 


N reply to 
Eileen Bayley’s 
letter on bilin¬ 
gual signs in The 
GEM, December 
12, she is right to 
state that Wales is 
at present part of 
the United 
Kingdom, and I 
find it a shame that 
the Welsh signs 
upset her so much. 

If she looks around 
Wales, she will find the 
names of thousands of 
Welshmen, Welsh-speak¬ 
ing, or not, on our 
Cenotaphs - who were 
good enough and brave 
enough to fight and die 
for the United Kingdom. 

Without their sacri¬ 
fice, who knows what 
language she would be 
speaking now? 

Many of those young 
men would have been 
Welsh speakers, and it is 
very sad that it is only 


recently that we have 
been able to have Welsh 
signs and official bilin¬ 
gual forms. 

When I served as a 
member of groundcrew 
at RAF Brawdy in 1984- 
88, there were many 
Welsh speakers on our 
shift, and I remember an 
incident with a pilot who 
shouted at me: “Stop 
speaking that foreign 
language! ”. 

My reply was: “With 
due respect sir, Welsh is 
a British language, and 
if you look at the 
insignia that is on the 
front of your aircraft and 
every aircraft here, it 
reads in Welsh, 
Amddijfynna’r 
Gorllewin, which means 
Defend the West”. 

And off he went... 
There were no more 
complaints. 

If Mrs Bay ley needs a 
Welsh tutor to help her, I 
am available. 

Aled Hughes, 

Llanilltud Fawr. 



RESPECT IS 
ALL WE ASK’ 


H OW disap¬ 
pointing and 
upsetting it 
was to read Eileen 
Bayley’s letter in 
The GEM stating 
that she was “flab¬ 
bergasted to 
encounter bilingual 
signing” and that 
“bilingual madness 
is taking over”. 

There are 584,000 
Welsh speakers in Wales 
and many more thou¬ 
sands of people who 
wholly support the use 
of the Welsh language in 
a country that is bilin¬ 
gual - a country where 
Welsh and English have 
equal rights in law - not 
to mention the heritage 
our language gives us 
from 1,500 years of his¬ 
tory. 

I am also saddened 
that she takes her experi¬ 
ence of one county in 
Wales as the identity of 


a whole country. 

Each county in Wales 
has different experi¬ 
ences, culture and her¬ 
itage to offer - creating 
the make-up of our 
country. 

It is a shame that 
Eileen hasn’t been able 
to travel around Wales to 
experience the different 
cultures, mannerisms 
and dialects in our beau¬ 
tiful land. 

Welsh is a language I 
love and choose to 
speak. 

I do not ask Eileen to 
love the language. I do 
not ask her to speak the 
language, or even 
acknowledge the lan¬ 
guage - but to respect 
other people’s decision 
to be able to read, speak 
and write the language 
of their choice - whether 
it is Welsh or English. 
Miss M. Williams, 
Llantwit Major. 


Welsh Language: 

All in favour of 
linguistic diversity 


T HE GEM has 
been inundat¬ 
ed recently 
with letters debat¬ 
ing the merits and 
demerits of the 
Welsh language, 
and bilingual road 
signs. 

As an Anglo- 
Welshman (English 
father; Welsh mother) 
and having lived here for 
46 years, I am all in 
favour of linguistic 
diversity. 

Furthermore, as a fre¬ 
quent traveller to eastern 
and central Europe, with 
many acquaintances and 
friends, and clients liv¬ 
ing here from Lithuania, 
Latvia, Estonia, Poland, 
Hungary and Russia; all 
proficient linguists, I 


have never heard any of 
them complain of diffi¬ 
culty following Welsh 
bilingual road signs. 

In addition, while din¬ 
ing in Hungary and else¬ 
where, with Hungarian 
being a uniquely diffi¬ 
cult and different lan¬ 
guage, I too, have had 
no difficulty navigating 
myself around. 

As for Graham 
Wilson of B overton (The 
GEM December 19) 
stating that he misses 
trains because of brief 
Welsh travel announce¬ 
ments, I think he needs 
to come back down to 
earth and not fantasise 
so ridiculously. 
Christopher Short, 
Barry. 
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it s not lunacy... but 
bilingual signs costly’ 


I T is certainly not lunacy to have bi¬ 
lingual signs in Wales; however GEM 
letter writer Ms Bailey is correct in 
highlighting the cost. 

It is essential that all children in Wales learn 
English, otherwise their life prospects would be 
severely curtailed by not being able to do so. They 
would be limited to living and working in Wales. 

It is also desirable, and legally required, that the 
Welsh language is kept as a living language within 
the Principality. 

The problem is that bilingualism costs money to 
support. This means money that perhaps ought to 
be spent on providing and supporting public servic¬ 
es, has to be spent on ensuring that both languages 
are available and taught throughout Wales. 

Significant amounts of money could be saved if 


‘Why all this talk 
of money being 
wasted on Welsh?’ 

W HAT is all this talk of money 

spent on Welsh being wasteful? 
I pay my taxes to have official 
information in my own language (Welsh) 
in my own country. 

It seems to have been forgotten that Welsh is the 
language of the Britons. Do those individuals mak¬ 
ing derogatory remarks about the Welsh language 
also call themselves Britons? If so, they are using 
the name fraudulently. 

As regards pronouncing Welsh place names, this 
takes only a little instruction. I can’t believe that 
those complaining lack the intelligence and initia¬ 
tive to do this, not to mention the good manners. 

Niclas ApGlyn, 

Penarth 

Welsh farmers are 
at a disadvantage 


1 WRITE to 
express the 
anger, frustra¬ 
tion and disappoint¬ 
ment of farmers 
across Wales that 
our Government 
has made the unilat¬ 
eral decision to 
place Welsh farmers 
at a significant com¬ 
petitive disadvan¬ 
tage, compared to 
farmers in the rest 
of the UK and 
Europe. 

The decision made 
last week by the 
Minister, Alun Davies, 
was to siphon away 
nearly £300m from the 
bottom line of Welsh 
agriculture over the next 
seven years. 

He says that this 
money will be spent on 
rural activity, but as yet 
he has no plan on how 
or where it will be spent. 

The Common 
Agricultural Policy 
(CAP) is meant to be 
just that, a common poli¬ 
cy across Europe to 
ensure food security and 
maintain the highest pro¬ 
duction standards. 

The decision by our 
Minister to take a greater 
proportion of support 


away from Welsh farm¬ 
ers than that being taken 
in England, Scotland, 
Northern Ireland, France 
and Germany, effectively 
means that our Minister 
has decided to take the 
Common out of CAP - 
and I fear could see food 
production exported out 
of Wales to other areas 
of the UK and Europe - 
where their governments 
continue to back farmers 
and farming. 

Farmers are the back¬ 
bone to rural life in 
Wales; we provide the 
production base, we sup¬ 
port a multi-billion 
pound food and drink 
industry and we produce 
meat, milk and crops to 
world leading standards 
whilst at the same time 
caring for and enhancing 
our treasured landscape. 

The Minister continu¬ 
ally highlights the con¬ 
versation he wants with 
farmers. Farmers 
throughout Wales, as 
part of these conversa¬ 
tions, have expressed 
their opposition to mod¬ 
ulation. 

Welsh farmers are 
now quite rightly asking 
what is the purpose of a 
conversation if one 
decides not to listen. 

Ed Bailey, 

president, NFU Cymru. 


households were asked by public bodies whether 
they wish to receive hard copy information in 
English or Welsh. 

As far as I know, the UK Government does not 
give Wales any more money to cover the costs of 
bilingualism, so these additional costs have to be 
met at the expense of services such as health, edu¬ 
cation and welfare. 

There is another issue affecting employment in 
Wales. When I first moved to Wales 30 years ago, 
the adverts for senior managers in public bodies 
emphasised the professional skills required to do 
the job and specified that knowledge of Welsh was 
desirable. 

If you look at the adverts and job specifications 
today they now, largely, specify that the ability to 
speak Welsh is essential. 

So a prime requirement for a senior management 
position in a public body in Wales automatically 
eliminates anyone who was educated anywhere else 
in the UK. 

Is this a case of positive discrimination to further 
emphasise the separateness of Wales from the rest 
of the UK and Europe and does it guarantee high- 
quality leadership of major bodies? 

David Kennett, 

Cowbridge. 


Wrong to praise 
council spending 


NOTE that the 
leader Neil 
Moore and the 
Vale Council have 
been awarded a 
plaque and certifi¬ 
cate, from Diverse 
Excellence Cymru 
for the recent reno¬ 
vations to the coun¬ 
cil chamber, which 
cost taxpayers over 
£248,000. 

This, at a time when 
we are seeing a massive 
increase in the number 
of Vale residents using 
Foodbanks. 

What about the cuts 


we can expect in 2014, 
the predicted council tax 
increase, and all those 
residents who have been 
hit by the ‘bedroom tax’ 
and face being evicted 
from their homes 
because they have lost 
benefits? 

It is offensive for a 
body like the DEC to 
praise councils for 
spending taxpayers’ 
money on useless proj¬ 
ects, when so many 
people are struggling to 
live on basics day by 
day. 

DJ Radford, 

Barry. 



Make a resolution to 
help the Guide Dogs 


D O you make 
a New Year’s 
Resolution, 
only to break it 
within days? This 
year, why not set 
yourself a more 
realistic target - 
and help Guide 
Dogs into the bar¬ 
gain. 

‘Give It Up For Guide 
Dogs’ is a campaign that 
encourages people to 
give up something they 
love - such as chocolate, 
cakes or alcohol - for 
the whole month of 
January. 

You’ll feel even better 
when friends and family 
sponsor your efforts, and 
you give the money to 
Guide Dogs. 

There are currently 
more than 250 working 
guide dogs in Wales, 
many of them in 
Bridgend and the Vale, 


and the lifetime cost for 
each one is estimated at 
just under £50,000. By 
Giving It Up For Guide 
Dogs, you can help us 
continue our life-chang¬ 
ing work, bringing inde¬ 
pendence and safe 
mobility to many more 
blind and partially sight¬ 
ed people. 

For more inspiration 
on what you could Give 
Up For Guide Dogs, and 
to download a sponsor 
form, log on to 
www.guidedogs. org. uk/fu 
ndraiseforus or call 
0870 600 23 23. 

Alternatively, you can 
set up an online giving 
page at Just Giving - 
simply search for ‘Give 
It Up For Guide Dogs’ 
under Guide Dogs 
events. 

JONATHAN MUDD, 
mobility team manager, 
Guide Dogs Cymru. 


PENARTH AND DISTRICT 
RAMBLERS’ ROUND-UP 


Wizards , 
dragons and 
robins were 
our festive 
companions! 


RAMBLERS 
Festival of Winter 
Walks has taken in 
the festive season, 
and Geraint and his 
sheepdog Patch 
played host on two 
walks before 
Christmas. 

On the shortest day of 
2013, seven members 
enjoyed a walk taking in 
Castell Coch, the Taff 
Trail and a zigzag climb 
up to Craig yr Allt in 
glorious winter sunshine. 

Robins serenaded 
them at Caerphilly 
Mountain, while a herd 
of cows paddled in the 
mud looking very soul¬ 
ful and their return was 
made taking in the 
delights of the carved 
sculpture trail in Fforest 
Fawr, complete with 
wizards and dragons! 

Geraint’s second walk 
attracted the wind and 
rain and only two people 
as they trekked along the 
cliff top at Penarth, as 
what was predicted to be 
a leisurely simple local 
stroll turned into a battle 
against the elements. 

Following the Wales 
Coast Path, some shelter 
was gained from hedges 
above the grey and 
choppy Bristol Channel 
and as the showers grew 
heavier, the trio turned 
inland at Lavernock 
Point, making their way 
along Fort Road to reach 
Cosmeston Country Park 
which was almost 
deserted. 

Their return was made 
up the old disused Taff 
Vale railway track back 
to Penarth cliff top for a 
steaming cuppa before 
the journey home. 

After Christmas on a 


very breezy but dry 
morning, only two walk¬ 
ers ventured out to join 
Joy with dogs Bracken 
and Bronte at Cold 
Knap. Heading uphill 
the trio made their way 
along the cliff to 
descend through 
Porthkerry Bay, fol¬ 
lowed by another climb 
to the Bulwarks. 

From Porthkerry 
Caravan Park, they jour¬ 
neyed on to turn inland 
at Happy Valley and 
from Rhoose Point 
development grossing 
the railway line and 
reaching Rhoose village, 
an energetic blustery 
wind faced them all the 
way back to Porthkerry 
Park. 

Enjoying the shelter 
of the woods at Lovers’ 
Lane and emerging onto 
Park Road, the very 
blustery return to the 
Knap was made via 
Romilly Park. 

Hopefully, with the 
advent of 2014, the 
weather will eventually 
get better so here’s to 
some good walking in 
the coming year. 

On January 4, meet at 
9am at the Barry 
Waterfront for a 10-mile 
moderate walk in the 
Vale of Glamorgan, tak¬ 
ing in Beaupre Castle; 
contact Rachel on 01446 
410545. 

On January 5, meet at 
9.30am at Coganfor a 
six-mile easy tramp 
around Cardiff Bay; 
contact Ann on 029 2040 
7319. 

Programmes and 
membership advice can 
be obtained from Pam 
on 02920 255102. 

JOY STRANGWARD 


The Friends and 
Neighbours 
enjoy festive fun 


FRIENDS and 
Neighbours ended 
their very successful 
year with their 
Christmas party at 
Beryl Road Pioneer 
Hall, in 
Barry. 

The party was made 
possible due to sponsor¬ 
ship by Barry Rotary 
Club, Aberthaw Power 
Station and Renishaw. 
Jane Hutt AM joined 
over 56 members at a fes¬ 
tive four-course lunch 
followed by mince pies 
and a glass of wine. 

The tables were taste¬ 
fully decorated with 
crackers etc as well as the 
room decorated with 
trimmings. 

Entertainment was 
provided by Barry Male 
Voice Choir, who sang 


carols and popular songs 
and the audience showed 
their appreciation. 

Ms Hutt thanked Gay 
Fifield and the team for 
all their hard work. Alun 
Cairns MP later joined 
the party and praised the 
volunteers. 

They were also enter¬ 
tained by Rev Malcolm 
Davies, with an amusing 
talk on hats he had col¬ 
lected from all over the 
world. 

The group now take a 
break till February but 
are looking forward to 
the visit to New Theatre 
Pantomime to see Jack 
and the Beanstalk. 

Further information 
from coordinator Gay 
Fifield (01446 400044). 
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Pupils keep busy as year ends 



LLangrannog - a wonderful week, 
full of fun and activities. 



Group sees 
church marvels 
being restored 


END OF TERM NEWS 
ROUND-UP FROM YSGOL 
GYFUN BRO MORGANNWG 



Report: Lynda Clarke 
Photos: Heather March. 



Llangrannog 

LAST month, year- 
7 pupils set off on 
their journey west 
to Llangrannog. 
They had a week 
filled with fun and 
activities, although 
it’s hard to say if it 
was the children or 
teachers who 
enjoyed it the most! 

URDD 
swim gala 

ON Wednesday, 
December 4, a group 
from YGBM went to 
Cogan Leisure Centre, 
Penarth, for the URDD 
swimming gala. 

It was a full day of 
competition with excel¬ 
lent results at the end of 
which we came home 
with a total of 12 prizes 
- eight firsts, one sec¬ 
ond, and three thirds. 

Rotary 

Youth 

Speaks 

ON Wednesday 

evening, December 11, 
the Rotary Youth 
Speaks public speaking 
competition was held 
at the school. Despite 
only teams from 
YGBM taking part 
there was still plenty of 
competition. 

Congratulations to the 


following winners: 
Junior: Best speaker 

- Arwel Thomas. Best 
chair - Llinos Jones. 
Best vote of thanks - 
Twm Aled. 

Senior: Best speaker 

- Lois Aled. Best chair 

- Leah Robinson. Best 
vote of thanks - Nia 
Brown. 

The winning teams 
will now go on to the 
next round. Junior - 
Brennig Davies, Tirion 
Davies, Llinos Jones. 
Topic: Is society and the 
media defining our gen¬ 
der identities? 

Senior - Lois Aled, 
Nia Brown, Nia Fenn. 
Topic: Is it time for us to 
stop ‘horsing around’? 
Should we be searching 
for new meat alterna¬ 
tives in the wake of the 
horsemeat scandal? 

BTEC visit 

ON Thursday, 

December 12, a group 
of year-10 boys from 
the BTEC SWEET 
course went on a trip to 
Llandow for a session 
with a driving instruc¬ 
tor. 

They had an interest¬ 
ing morning with Ian 
Wilcox of ‘I Will Drive 
School of Motoring’ 
who discussed all 
aspects of running and 
driving a car. 

He started by dis¬ 
cussing the costs of run¬ 


ning a car, up to £4,000 
on average in the first 
year between the costs 
of lessons, insurance and 
buying a car. Upon 
hearing this, the boys 
were eager to start look¬ 
ing for a Saturday job! 

Next came a lesson 
on car maintenance - 
checking the oil, water, 
tyres etc and also the 
responsibilities of being 
a driver. 

Last, but not least, 
what everyone was 
looking forward to the 
most - driving the car on 
the track at Llandow air 
strip. 

B-r-r-ro 

Morgannwg! 

AFTER school on 
Friday, December 13, a 
hardy group of over 50 


staff and sixth formers 
braved the waters of 
Barry Island in aid of 
our chosen charity 
LATCH. 

Thank you to 
Starbucks, Dunleavy 
Drive, for their contribu¬ 
tion of coffee which was 
much appreciated! 

Christmas 
Jumper Day 

ON Friday, December 
13, Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg and Ysgol 
Gymraeg Nant Talwg 
both took part in the 
annual Save the 
Children ‘Christmas 
Jumper Day’. 

There was an array of 
jumpers sported by 
pupils and staff, between 
the two schools a total of 
£540 was raised, which 


will be split between 
Save the Children and 
the Philippines disaster 
appeal. 

National 

Children’s 

Orchestra 

IT is with great pleas¬ 
ure we announce that 
Anwen Fardy, year-9, 
has been selected for 
the National 

Children’s Orchestra 
of Great Britain 2014, 
the second year run¬ 
ning she has been cho¬ 
sen. 

Anwen was also suc¬ 
cessful in the recent 
regional Rotary Young 
Musician competition 
and will now go on to 
the South Wales round 
in March. Da iawn 
Anwen. 


BETWEEN 
Christmas and 
New Year in 1992, 
St Donats Church 
was the scene of a 
crime which caught 
the imagination of 
the media, and was 
reported in the 
national press. 

Three oil paintings on 
oak panels, forming a 
triptych portraying three 
generations of the 
Stradling family of St 
Donats Castle, with 
some of their history, 
and commissioned by 
the youngest of them in 
1560, were stolen and a 
fire started. The triptych 
had hung in the church 
for hundreds of years. 

Specialist police and 
a forensic team were 
quickly alerted, and the 
paintings were located 
in Cardiff under a mat¬ 
tress, obviously await¬ 
ing transfer. The paint¬ 
ings then went to the 
National Museum and 
were later on display, 
but were seen to deteri¬ 
orate out of the very 
damp vestry atmos¬ 
phere. 

This autumn the 
Rector was informed 
that the museum had 
received a grant from 
the Pilgrim Trust to 
restore them, and con¬ 
servator Charles Reed 
would be working on 
them two days a week, 
under the supervision of 
Adam Webster, head of 
the art conservation 
department. 

Some members of St 
Donats’ congregation 
were invited to see the 
progress, and a group 
were treated to a fasci¬ 
nating insight into the 
work in progress. 

Charles explained 
that Protestant Tudor 
portraits were intended 
to show power and sta¬ 
bility, hence the ances¬ 


try, the coats of arms, 
the colours and symbols 
used and the inscrip¬ 
tions in English so that 
everyone would under¬ 
stand them. 

Work has included X- 
rays to show the under¬ 
lying structure and 
ultra-violet scans of the 
paint work. 

Some renovation 
work was carried out in 
the 19th century, and 
much of this was being 
removed and modem 
techniques being 
applied. 

Two and a half panels 
have been stripped of 
layers of varnish, and it 
was interesting to see 
the contrast in the third 
panel. 


The group were able 
to sit close to the paint¬ 
ings and see the won¬ 
derful brushwork and 
detail being revealed; 
for example, the 
embroidery on Lady 
Agnes’s sleeve and 
armour in the centre 
painting. 

The visit was 
thrilling, and the staff 
gave the group a won¬ 
derful presentation. 

Mr Reed will give a 
public talk when the 
work is completed in 
September. 

St Donats has life- 
sized photos of the 
paintings on display 
which are one feature of 
this beautiful Grade 1 
church. 
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PAST AND PRESENT PUPILS LINE UP TO SAY 
FAREWELL TO RETIRING HEADTEACHER... 



AMONG the many 
celebrations, at All 
Saints Church in 
Wales Primary 
School at the end of 
term, were Crazy 
Christmas Jumper 
Day, which raised- 
money for Save the 
Children. 

There was also a visit 
from Father Christmas, 
who with his helpers, 
Andrea and Liz, visited 
every class to distribut¬ 
ing gifts throughout the 
school. 

The Christingle 
Eucharist, however, held 
a big surprise for retiring 
Headteacher Richard 
Ware. Attended by 
many special guests, 
including family, friends, 
parents, governors and 
colleagues, past and 
present, it was a massive 
tribute to his achieve¬ 
ments as Headteacher 
and his many years of 
dedication to Vale rugby. 

Pupils past and pres¬ 
ent spoke of his influ¬ 
ence and encouragement 
during their years at All 
Saints. 

Retired Rector and 
former chairman of gov¬ 
ernors, Canon John 
Oeppen and present 
Rector and chairman of 
governors, Canon Adrian 
Berry, each spoke of 
their involvement with 
the school over many 
years and emphasised 
the dedication and com¬ 
mitment shown by 
Richard since his 
appointment in 1991. 

Year-6 pupils wrote 
poetry in his honour and 
led the Eucharist at the 
end of the service, which 
had been brilliantly 
organised by year-6 
teacher and past pupil, 
James Ball, 

Richard was presented 
with an impressive array 
of gardening equipment 
by the pupils, and also a 
gift from the governors. 

The term ended with a 
big staff party, where 
Richard received cards, 
gifts and good wishes 
from his colleagues. 

He warmly thanked 
everyone for the love 
and support he had 
received during his time 
as Headteacher, and he 
wished Miss Clare 
Lewis every success as 
the new Head. NM 
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Santas galore, carols, and a Juniper Day! 



Carol concert 
STUDENTS and 
their families joined 
staff and governors 
for Barry 

Comprehensive 
School’s annual 
Christmas carol 
service at St Mary’s 
Church, Holton 
Road last week. 

The large congrega¬ 
tion were treated to a 
selection of traditional 
and modern hymns, 
songs and music, all per¬ 
formed to the music 
department’s high stan¬ 
dard. Students and 
teachers also gave tradi¬ 
tional readings during the 
service. 

We would like to 
thank everyone who 
made this very enjoyable 
festive celebration possi¬ 
ble. 

Jumper Day 

STUDENTS and staff 
at Barry 

Comprehensive joined 
in with Save the 
Children’s ‘Christmas 
Jumper Day’ event. 

School jumpers were 
decorated with tinsel, 
baubles and lights or 
swapped entirely for a 
woolly with a festive 
theme. Participants had 
their photos taken in the 



Rhys reading 
‘The Night Before 
Christmas’. 


Christmas grotto and 
made donations to Save 
the Children totalling 
£300. 

A huge thank you to 
Mr Piekielniak for organ¬ 
ising an excellent event: 
a choir greeted staff in 
reception and sang for 
them at break-time. Also 
thanks to the art depart¬ 
ment for their festive 
bunting and to Mrs 
Edwards for constructing 
the grotto. 

Santa Zumba 

ON Wednesday, 

December 18, students 
from Barry 

Comprehensive chal¬ 
lenged the stereotype by 
taking on Zumba. 
Andrea Jones took the 



Iestyn reading ‘Every 
Day is Christmas’. 


boys through their 
paces teaching them 
Latin hand and hip 
action. 

Then we had a sur¬ 
prise performance from 
the in-house performers 
of ‘What Did the Fox 
Say?’. This brought the 
house down again. 

A huge thank you to 
Andrew Jones (Shelter 
Cymru) and to Sean 
Mayor, who organised 
the whole event. As a 
school, we are keen to 
continue to support 
Shelter Cymru in its 
commitment to keeping 
people in their homes. 

AC 



ABOVE: Josh, Brendan, Jordan, Mr Davies and Ben. 


Who 

wants to 
build 
what, and 
where? 


Mr Robert Williams 
Keepers Cottage, 
Llandough - 
Alterations and exten¬ 
sion to include single 
storey garage and off 
road parking access. 

Mr Andrew Williams 
Redlands Court Farm, 
Five Mile Lane, 
Bonvilston - Provision 
of private stables. 

CTIL and Telefonica 
UK Ltd - Land at Port 
Road East, Barry - 
Installation of a 
replacement 15m high 
streetworks monopole 
with replacement 
ground based equip¬ 
ment. 

Mr Lance Carver - 
Woodlands ATC, 
Woodlands Road, Barry 
- Complete demolition. 
MA Hardy Ltd - New 
Farm, Port Road, 
Rhoose - Farmworker’s 
dwelling. 

Mr Peter Hayman - 
Lettons House, Lettons 
Way, Dinas Powys - 
Removal of condition 1 
of approval 
2011/00503/FUL, 
regarding occupancy of 
the property. 

Mr Neil Moaksom 
Hie Extension, Lower 
Beaupre House, St 
Hilary - Single dwelling 
house. 


Orchard House 
enjoys carols 
with local groups 



ABOVE: president-elect Robin Pitcher with Rotarians, 
Inner Wheel members and residents of Orchard House. 


MEMBERS of the Rotary 
Club of Barry and Inner Wheel 
came together on the evening 
of December 17, for a carol 
service with the residents of 
Orchard House, off Colcot 
Road, Barry. 

Rotary Club president-elect, Mr. 
Robin Pitcher, welcomed everyone on 
this special evening. 

After the opening carol, ‘Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing’, Rotarian Mike 
Righton read a few verses from the 
Bible. 

Pianist for the evening was Rotarian 
Meirion Evans who had also prepared 
the evening’s programme. 

Other carols included ‘Once in 
Royal David’s City’, ‘It came Upon the 
Midnight Clear’, ‘Silent Night,’ and ‘O 
Little Town of Bethlehem.’ 

These were interspersed with two 
humorous items read by Inner Wheel 
members Mrs Eryl Evans and Mrs 


Beth Longley, and a musical contribu¬ 
tion from Katy Brownjohn and her 
friend Lily. 

Father Christmas also made a sur¬ 
prise appearance as everyone sang 
‘Jingle Bells!’ After the final carol, 
‘Hark the Herald Angels Sing,’ presi¬ 
dent elect Robin thanked the residents 
and staff of Orchard House for such a 
warm welcome and wished everyone a 
Merry Christmas and a happy New 
Year. 

Members of the Rotary Club of 
Barry are part of an international 
organization with one million mem¬ 
bers worldwide, forming a global net¬ 
work of business, professional and 
community volunteers. 

The Rotary Club of Barry meets 
weekly in the Mount Sorrel Hotel on 
Thursdays (6pm for 6.30pm). If you 
would like further information, please 
contact Peter Battle on 01446 710204, 
or visit www.ribi.org 

JILL OSBORNE 
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ONI VISION ARE! 


Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 ? 


01656 349 281 


a® 


www.onevislonltd.co.uk 



ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. ' 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 


THE AERIAL HAN (Barry) 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 



TV WALL MOUNTING &TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES ■ FREE ESTIMATES ■ OAP DISCOUNTS ■ 7 DAY SERVICE 
COVERING ALL AREAS 
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BARRY & VALE RAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 
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BUILDING 

MAINTENANCE 


• Refurbishing 

• Plastering 

• Rendering 

• New Ceilings 

For a free quotation call us on 

01446 404838 



TOOL & 
PLANT 
HIRE 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

BOTTLED 

GAS 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
Llandow CF717PF 
Tel. 01446 771999 
www.randt.co.uk 


DP. 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


»• 


R.J.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing , 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 450088 
or 07920 195775 


Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 
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01446 

774484 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

® 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.buildersihotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 
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CALL NOW FOR 
A FREE QUOTE 

Kitchens & Carpentry 
Plumbing 
Electrical 

Painting/Decorating 

Plastering/Rendering 


contact@ark-carpentry.co.uk 

02920 09 72 72 


Solar’s Snowball Sale! 

• Blind 1 • Blind 2 • Blind 3 • Blind 4 • 
10% 20% 30% 40% * 



SOLAR 

North Road, Bridgend 
Industrial Estate, Bridgend 
CF31 3TP 

Tel: 01656 663800 


TELE-ELECTRICAL 
SERVICING 

Specialist repairs in TV, 
Video, DVD & Audio. 

Installations, tuning 
and set-up service. 

Tel: (01656) 654156 
or 07792 887835 


HO Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


DAYTONA 

Unit 3F, Palmerston Road, 
Barry 

Tel: 01446 740842 
www.solarsunshades.co.uk 



AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 


* BLIND SALE! ^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphill 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.ul 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE 9^ 
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Chimney 

Sweep 

C.R. Jose 

Est. 1965 

The Original Sweep 
Bird Guards Fitted 
HETAS Registered 

Tel 01446 792735 


Clear Sooty* \ 

V Hetas V 'Nt 
Registered '■ 

sweeping & 

INSTALLATIONS 

Efficient, reliable, no mess. 
Insurance certificates issued 

Tel. 07890 857238 


Leme@ 
guildofmastersweeps 


The Carpet & Vinyl Service 


Real prices • Real value • Real service 

We take pride in 
our work & offer 
the best prices 

Call Gordon on 07990 582686 
www. thecar petser vice. net 
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GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY 

All aspects of Carpentry work 


22 tfe 


Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 790384/07803 696451 

www. rgriffithscarpentry. co m 


VffLE CARPETS 

76e (Zewfiet S4ofr 
corner to you 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the co mf ort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


Call 01446 774484 to advertise with 
The GEM, and reach 43,000 homes 
from Penarth to Porthcawl 
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NH 


Painter & 
Decorator _ 


Time served, Qualified Professional 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertake 

DufuxA^t 

_ DKitaAtfi 

www.nhdecorating.co. 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 


Building Maintenance 
Interior/Exterior 
Painting & Decorating 
Tiling (Walls & Floors) 

07741 817378 
01446 71 1845 



TRUE 
CO 0URS1 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

■ City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 






STADRE 

PAINTING 
& DECORATING 


' Interior/Exterior 
' Clean, Friendly 
' Professional 
' No job too small 


07791 752532 

grussell@live.co.uk 


TOM 

EASTMENT 


INTERIOR PAINTER 
& DECORATOR 


Clean, tidy & reliable 

01446 750114 
07714 194679 


Bryan Hicks 

Painting * 
Decorating 
Specialist 

Est 1981 
Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 


Dry Carpet 
Cleaning Specialist 

Have your 
carpets 
cleaned in 
time for 
Christmas! 


Free Estimates 

01656 648043 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


WINDOWS Sill. H 

Upvc Windows, Doors, Conservatories, 
Porches, Fascias, Soffits, Gutters, 
Sealed Units, All Maintenance. 25yrs exp. 

* Call Martyn on: 

j> I 01446 796795 
or 07712 631772 
martyn.george73@hotmail.co.uk 


S 4, 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-V, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels RriHoOTlfJ Tl 

& Stains W/Tt jt- 

• Broken Handles/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels 

• New Rubber Seals 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith 


ftlawtenance 


PROFESSIONAL 

ADVICE 

AND INSURANCE 
QUOTATIONS 


www.bridgendwindows.com 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 

or 

07877 558525 


Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC and Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 


Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


If 

mm 

nnTflrl 

* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 

* Treatment Plants * 
*Groundworker* 

and tarmac 

tl 

: r/ilibbhblr 

IT 



GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


LUMBERJACK 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


4 ^©©aofeaO SjbPJiSBsi 


Elertxrcal 


FOR ALL YOUR 
ELECTRICAL 
REQUIREMENTS 

07866 505571 5 _ 
01446 774713 "|“" 

kmelectricaluk@gmail.con 


Dave Reffell 

Electrical Services 

Approved Contractor 


Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefifell@hotmail.co.uk 


Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 


^ Tree Felling, Dismantling, Dead Wooding & 
Pruning % Hedge Trimming & Removing % Lawn 
Mowing & Brush Cutting * Dead Leaves 
Gathered & Removed * Site & Garden Clearance 
* Drive Ways Cleared of Snow 

* Guttering & Fascias * All Jobs Considered 

* All Waste & Byproducts Removed for Free 

^ Fencing & Gravel Patches 
Free Estimate, Fully Insured, 8am to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 

www.lumber-jacks.co.uk 
01446 728197 or 07500901065 


( ompldr Gwdkn Seniors: 

VdCNG • DUCKING * TUBES FH.LGD. HEDGES 
*M> IASHi • WAI4-1, him AND PA1XK 

Tt*U iiImiim : 01444 41942H 

4»r <17745 611753 


Bridge Vale Tree Services 

Specialists in SSS 
Large/Dangerous Trees — 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Teh 01446 713857 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 


01446771655. 
07885 347642 



Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 


Contact Rob: 

01446 796905 
07747 858514 

rclilford@gmail.com 
Fast •Polite • Professional 


A. Bradley 

Electrician 

All electrical work undertaken 
Honest, reliable, qualified service 
No job too small, Call Andy 

07771 781748 
01446 722002 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 




■ Washing Machines Electric 
2 Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 

Barry 744117 




FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 

8 am ■ 8 pm (7 days) 


Window roe UK 

• Window and Door Repair • 


Electrical 

All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certific ation 

111 5 ** 


The 

GEM 

01446 

774484 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 98 5 oi 

•1 




NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


W&J Lewis 


Lnul'lli 


SERVICES 

All Garden/Tree Work 
Fencing & Paving 

07830 228877 
01446 406457 


the c\n 


or Ltd 


Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 




Arborwood Tree Care 

Tree pruning • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
Pollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
Tree dismantling • Root pruning 
Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


S©craa®©s 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


IIFO Plastering 
lllirSen/ices 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Tel. 07915 390029 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


®©Kl®\!7a[l 

SUMS 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- odd jobs 

Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 






All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task to big or small. Just ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 




<P 


Driving School Ltd 

• 10 lessons from £150 
• Under 17s lessons from £23 
• Gift Vouchers available 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


LANEWISE 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


01446 719555 
l 07798 501267 
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‘DC Plumbing 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

V 

V- 44* 41 If71 
vji * orff mitn 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job, 
too small 

07526125982 



DOMESTIC 
PLUMBING SERVICE 
Repairs • Installation 
Service • Tiling 
07876 506982 
01446 740176 53440 


r.K VIV. I. 
ation 

m 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 



WllCnJ^ad 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
t & Tiling 



S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING • DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, TV Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


GAM Plumbing & Heating 

^?^™ 01 446 735 681 or 07815 097 99424hrs | 

Combination Boiler Specialist 

P ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


01446 
794266 

ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 



ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


q®LIsu©[ 
SCrW3@(| 

r Susan Viant 

Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 

Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) J 


Call on 

01446774484 


EEmEHS] 


<3iSSiSCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 





INSTA 

SKIP HIRE LTD 




Mini, Midi & Large 
Builders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 


• Fast & Efficient 
Service 

• Friendly Staff 

• 95% of our waste 
is recycled 

•Highway permits 
arranged when 
required 


Mini 


Midi 


Builders 

Maxi 


Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 


01446 421072/733773 

Email installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 



VEHICLE RECYCLING 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UP TO £20,000'mvMEin 

We will beat any price locallyEUSSH for: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 
Armour Cable, etc. 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 


r Registered \. 

with the DVLA \ 

' and Environmental 

Agency in Barry _ 

und ® r 'hf New Scrap /' CaM us today on 
Metal Dealers / & . . . a j 

Act 2013 / 01446 701707 

(24 Hours) 

Trade Car Sales - check our stock at 
www.cardiffscrapmetal.co.uk 


NEW & USED TYRES 

fitted at competitive rates while vou wait 




Effla (tew Salte 


FIREWOOD 


Seasoned A Kiln Dned 

Call 0144a 771567 
for bulk winter deals 




Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582/07854 168459 

www.bonnytiler.co.uk 



Vl** Pin 

Liarriow, CiMtric^a 

crn rft 

wwwtopstak cook 


Topstak 


Did you know you can read all 4 issues 
of page by page online? 

www.barry-today.co.uk 
www.llantwit-major-today.co.uk 
www.cowbridge-today.co.uk 
www.bridgend-today.co.uk 



Barry's newest car 
dismantling facility jgjgjgjg 
registered with the 
environment agency DVLA 
&Vale of Glamorgan Council 


Immediate payment of up to £ 10,000 

MOT feilures / Untaxed or scrapped vehide 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead 
/Aluminium / Stainless steel 
/ Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


Free of Charge: 

• Light demolition 

• Factory/Farm Clearances 
•All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 

• Household appliances 

• Car batteries 


FOUND 


Black Blackberry 
Mobile Phone 

By Spar, Cowbridge 
High Street, Thursday 
December 12, 6.15pm. 

Handed into Barry 
Police Station. 


]®isis© 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 

01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 



-FsujjUy 

GARRETT 

Clarissa Mary (Mollie) 

(nee Matthews) 

Peacefully on Thursday December 19 after a 
short stay in the Princess of Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend, Mollie, aged 98 years, of Llantwit 
Major and formerly of Penarth. Beloved wife of 
the late Stanley, loving Mum of Caroline and the 
late Rosemary, mum-in-law of Ross, Nan of 
Simon and James and their partners Gwen and 
Kian, great-grandma of Leighton-Rose and 
Eden, will be sadly missed. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday January 7, service 
1.30pm at St Illtuds Church, Flantwit Major, followed 
by interment in Flantwit Major Cemetery. Family 
flowers only may be sent to the Funeral Home, 
donations in lieu, if desired, to RNIB Talking Books 
c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, Vale of 
Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 


PEARSON 

Elizabeth Joan 

Suddenly on December 17 at Princess of Wales 
Hospital, Bridgend, Joan of Boverton, beloved wife 
of the late Dave, dearly loved mother of Sue, Pam 
and Trisha, will be sadly missed by all her family. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Monday January 6, service 
10.45am at St Illtuds Church, Flantwit Major, 
followed by cremation at Coychurch Crematorium, 
Bridgend at 12 noon. No flowers by request. 


CARMICHAEL 


John 


(19.01.1937 -19.12.2013) 

After a short and sudden illness John passed away 
peacefully at Llandough Hospital. Jean, Linda, 
Paul and Huw would like to thank all their family 
and friends for the support and love shown at 
their terrible loss. 

He will be truly missed by all who knew him. 


HENDERSON 

Very peacefully on December 23 at Milsom 
House, St Athan, James Alfred, aged 96 years 
previously of Llantwit Major. Beloved husband 
of the late Barbara Rose, a loved father of 
Christine and the late David, cherished 
grandfather of David, Sian, James, Samantha 
and Emma. James will be sadly missed by all his 
family and friends. 

Resting at A G Adams & Son Funeral Home, 
Gladstone Road, Barry until the funeral on Friday, 
10 January. Service and committal at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium where family and friends 
please meet at 2.15pm. Family flowers only, if 
desired, donations may be handed to the funeral 
director after the funeral for Headway (Brain 
Injury), Headway House, Rookwood Hospital, 
Fairwater Road, Cardiff, CF5 2YN. 


r 


Est 1946 - 24 hour Service 


W. H. PREENE & SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 




3 large sacks 
of wood cut 
offs (Pine) 

Ideal as kindling, 
etc. No charge - 
just collect 

01446 740275 , 


Vale Dog 

cTd Grooming 
Cowbridge, 

^ CF71 7UL * 

Full Professional 
Service 

Pick up & drop off 
available # 

01446 760 236 
07854 30 10 20 




Happy 18th Birthday! 

►: Effe QwatCin 



on 

8th January 2014 
Lots of love 


Muntj (Dad, 
Louie & 
%onnie 7 (tqe 


trir 


-Fujj-iUy JjuTlsaa 
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SAVAGE 

Margaret 

Passed away peacefully on the 18th December 
2013. Loving mother to Carolyn, Julian & Tim. 
Loving mother-in-law to John and Julie. Beloved 
grandmother to Rachel, Huw, Joe & Sam and 
great grandmother to Noah & Sebastian. 
Funeral Service to be held at Cardiff and Glamorgan 
Memorial Park Crematorium, Port Road, Barry on 
Wednesday 8th January at 1.30pm. Family flowers 
only please, donations if desired, may be made to 
Alzheimer’s Society, Devon House, 58 St Katharine’s 
Way, London E1W 1LB. All enquires to Green 
Willow Funerals, 21a Station Road, Dinas Powys, 
CF64 4DE. Tel (029) 2051 4627. 




W A Brown - Son 


Fanatal DirACtoc* 


(V 


ioninrtatiw brum « dirf 7 days * w*«fc 
pm 
vvy 


► WMl f 

• Mcroonal mas 


Pembroke Nouee, 

College Street, Llftntwtt Major 
01446 792 489 
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Newydd Housing Association - Old 
Station Yard, StAthan - Demolition and 
redevelopment of former car park to pro¬ 
vide 23 affordable dwellings, creation of 
public open space, access, and associat¬ 
ed works. 

Mr Ken Broad -13A Atlantic Trading 
Estate, Barry - Demolition of existing 
lock up facility and erection of new 
industrial premises split into four sepa¬ 
rate units. 

Mr Philip Salter - 6 Jenkinsville, 
Penarth - Erection of rear glazed gar¬ 
den room. 

Mr N Tsitsinaris - 70 Lewis Road, 
Llandough - Detached dwelling. 

CTIL and Vodafone - Streetworks off 
Clive Place, Penarth - Removal of the 
existing Vodafone 3G only MTA 10m 
mock telegraph pole mast (11.6m to top 
of antenna shroud) and its replacement 
in the same location with a 15m (to top 
of antenna shroud) Hutchinson T-Range 
mock telegraph pole; removal of one 
3107 equipment cabinet and installation 
of two Huawi 3900AL equipment cabi¬ 
nets, one Huawi Duplexor Cabinet and 
one Alifabs JSC cabinet; to enable the 
base station or provide shareable 2G, 

3G and 4G RF coverage for Vodafone in 
accordance with Assembly Government 


policy. 

Mr Tim Matthews - Limefield House, 
Cross Ways, Cowbridge - Proposed sin¬ 
gle and two storey extensions and con¬ 
servatory to dwelling; proposed garage, 
to replace existing outbuildings. 

Mrs H Jeffries - Plot 160, The 
Hedgerows, White Farm, Barry - 
Proposed alteration of approved 
dwelling to include rear conservatory 
extension. 

Mr Vlad Dudko - 99-100 High Street, 
Barry - External insulation to the build¬ 
ing. 

WE Morgan and Sons - Penuchadre 
Farm, Wick Road, St Brides Major - 

Installation of two farm scale wind tur¬ 
bines, with a maximum tip height of 42 
metres, associated infrastructure and 
access track. 

Mrs Catherine Maitland Evans - 5 
Countess Place, Penarth - Single storey 
rear extension and new garden store. 

Mr and Mrs Thomas - 29 Clevedon 
Avenue, Sully - Demolition of existing 
detached property and garage. 
Construction of new detached dwelling 
and garage. 

Vale of Glamorgan Council - Holton 
Road Primary School, Holton Road, 
Barry - Creation of an accessible 


entrance to the Flying Start feeder unit; 
minor modifications to school building 
to allow for integration to Flying Start 
and the school building. 

Mrs Mandy Terry - Low Fell, City, 
Llansannor, Cowbridge - Proposed 
garage conversion and extension. 

Dr 1S and Mrs M L Thomas - 
Greenway Cottage, Greenway Lane, 
Bonvilston - Proposed two storey exten¬ 
sion to form living room and master bed¬ 
room to first floor. 

Mr Thomas Salter -17 Clive Place, 
Penarth - Removal of boundary wall 
and creation of off road parking for two 
vehicles. 

Mr Dean Caddy - 15 St Lythans Road, 
Barry - Proposed demolition of existing 
garage, new single storey extension to 
form elderly/disabled accommodation. 
Mr Michael Farley - 9 Augusta Road, 
Penarth - Alteration and extensions 
including demolition of existing rear sin¬ 
gle storey and chimney stack, and con¬ 
struction of rear two storey extension. 
Simon Toner and Marina John - 20 
Lakeside, Barry - Certificate of 
Lawfulness for work on property. 

Kent Property Services - Downcross, 
Turkey Street, Llantwit Major - 
Renovation and extension to listed cot¬ 


tage to rear of Downcross House to form 
new four-bed dwelling. 

Lloyds Banking Group - 1 Windsor 
Road, Penarth - Alterations to existing 
stepped entrance into bank branch to 
form a level platform at finished floor 
level, with the installation of a DDA 
compliant low rise platform lift for 
wheelchair users. 

Dr Paul Bridges - Red House, 60 
Victoria Road, Penarth - Replacement 
ofuPVC windows and reinstatement of 
chimney stack (non-functioning). 

Mr D Laskey and Mrs M Bland - Land 
at Cross Common Road, Dinas Powys - 
Access to field including gate. 

Mr Malcolm Evans - Treetops, Romilly 
Park, Barry - Proposal to construct 
double storey extension to side of exist¬ 
ing dwelling. 

Amethyst Healthcare - 228 Barry Road, 
Barry - Rear and side extension includ¬ 
ing loft accommodation to new extension 
to accommodate care home for four 
young adults. 

Namulas Pension Trustees Limited - 38 
Windsor Road, Penarth - Change of use 
from Class A1 (shops) to Class A3 (Hot 
Food Takeaway) and external alter¬ 
ations, including the installation of ven¬ 
tilation extraction equipment. 


Tesco Stores Ltd - Culverhouse Cross, 
Cardiff- Installation of dry cleaning, 
key cutting, shoe and watch repairs pod 
to Class 1 retail premises. 

Mr Steve Davies - 1 Greenfield Avenue, 
Dinas Powys - New single storey exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr and Mrs Richard and Rachel Disley 

- 34 Robinswood Crescent, Penarth - 

Rear extension, garage conversion, and 
part loft conversion. 

Waitrose Ltd - Birds Lane, Cowbridge - 
External cafe banners and stainless steel 
support posts. 

Mr Peter Loch - Glebe Farm, St Hilary 

- Proposed single storey extensions to 
side, front and rear; proposed garage; 
erection of polytunnels and solar panels. 
Mr Guy Leach - The Old Post Office, 
61-63 Eastgate, Cowbridge - 
Demolition of a section of existing build¬ 
ing in association with the development 
of two two-bedroom apartments in lieu 
of approved four-bedroom house in old 
post office building, plus associated 
parking and private amenity space. 


CADETS HEAD FOR THE BRIGHT LIGHTS... 

London, here we come! 


RIGHT: 
The Cadets have 
had a busy end to 
2013! 

WHAT a fantastic 
end to the year for 
2117 (Kenfig Hill) 
Squadron RAF Air 
Cadets! 

At the beginning of 
December in the capable 
hands of Fit Sgt (ATC) 
Kevin Gould and Sgt 
(ATC) Richard 
Peckham, cadets from 
Kenfig Hill, Aberkenfig 
and Porthcawl went on a 
nine-day educational 
visit to London. 

There was an extra 
pair of helping hands 
this year as Mrs Gould, 
who has recently joined 
the civilian committee, 
accompanied the group. 

While staying at RAF 
Northolt, they ventured 
into London on several 
visits. 

They thoroughly 
enjoyed the week, visit¬ 
ing the Imperial War 
Museum, Chelsea 
Pensioners’ gardens, and 
war memorials in and 
around London; Jewel 
Tower, Science 
Museum, and National 
Army Museum. 

While visiting the 
Queen’s Colour 
Squadron, they were 
taught some drill move¬ 
ments, which is always 
an asset. 

They also visited the 
Imperial War Museum, 
Duxford, which houses 
one of the finest collec¬ 
tions of tanks, military 
vehicles and large 
exhibits in the country. 

A lot of walking was 
involved and on one day 



the party walked around 
Hyde Park and looked at 
some of the memorials 
before going to 
Piccadilly Circus and 
then back to Nelson’s 
Column. 

With the help of 
Madeleine Moon MP, 
the cadets visited No 10 
Downing Street and the 
Houses of Parliament 
where they had a full 
tour of both Houses 
with a talk on how 
Parliament works, and 
also got to stand where 
the Prime Minister and 
the Leader of the 
Opposition stand during 
Prime Minister’s 
Questions! 

Staff and cadets from 
Kenfig Hill, Aberkenfig 
and Porthcawl, would 
like to thank the follow¬ 
ing people without 
whom this trip would 
not have been possible: 
Pyle and Kenfig Hill 
British Legion, 
Porthcawl and Kenfig 
Hill RAFA Club, Wick 
Van Hire, Cowbridge 
ATC, Mrs Madeleine 
Moon MP - and, most 
of all, the people in the 
service and civilians 
who work at RAF 
Northolt who took time 
to look after the party 
while they were in 
London. LT 


Did you know you can 
now find The GEM on 
Twitter? For all your 
news from the Vale 
follow us @gem_news 


CADS CHAIRMAN 
STEPPING DOWN 


RIGHT: 

Kay, Gerda and 
The Snow Queen. 

LONG-STANDING 
chairman of 
Cowbridge’s dra¬ 
matic society - 
Coun Peter Knapp 
- has announced 
that he will be 
standing down, fol¬ 
lowing his elevation 
to Mayor-designate 
of Cowbridge with 
Llanblethian 
Council. 

Peter said: “I am con¬ 
fident that the society 
will remain in good 
hands and we have lined 
up some great shows for 
2014, including the 
comedies God of 
Carnage and The 39 
Steps, which are 
described in a new 
booklet entitled ‘What’s 
On’ at CADS, available 
from the Library in Old 
Hall Gardens. 

“First, though, we are 
fortunate to have the 
Rain or Shine Theatre 
Company returning to 
Cowbridge on January 
9 with their touring pro¬ 
duction of The Snow 
Queen, which I am sure 
will be a great show and 
enjoyed by all ages 



between 6 and 106. 

“This is a new adap¬ 
tation by award-winning 
director James Reynard 
of the classic Hans 
Andersen tale of good 
triumphing over evil in 
a snowy land. Tickets 
are available from WG 
Davies in the High 
Street, or by phoning 
01446 773874. 

“The show (one night 
only) which has been 
touring to excellent 
reviews commences at 
7pm in the Market 
Theatre (off the Butts) 
Cowbridge.” 

Previous visits of 
Rain or Shine to 
Cowbridge have been 
dogged by snow, ice or 
monsoon rains but this 
time the Snow Queen 
herself has promised all 
will be well with the 
weather - subject to 
change of course... 


Maesteg Mayor 
dives into the 
icy waters - 
all for charity! 



Coun Ross Thomas, the Mayor of Maesteg, took part in 
the Porthcawl Christmas Day swim - wearing a 1920s 
traditional bathing costume! He told The GEM: “With 
the help of my charity committee (above), we raised 
around £1,800 for Maesteg Community Day Hospital 
and the Maesteg 3rd Scouts Group. 


Seasonal action for Farmers! 


THE Christmas meeting of 
the Glamorgan Farmers’ 
Golf Society held recently 
at RAF St Athan Golf Club 
attracted 36 competitors, 
all competing for the usual 
seasonal prizes and also 
the opportunity to return 
home with the RAF Shield 
which the winning member 
retains for the next 12 
months. 

Prior to arriving at the first tee 
the members were treated to a 
delightful drop of Irish Whiskey 
and home-made shortbread bis¬ 
cuits which Mrs Leslie Thomas, 
wife of society captain Gwyn 
Thomas, provided. 

This very generous seasonal 
treat was much appreciated and 
set the tone for what proved to be 
a most enjoyable event. 

In a closely contested competi¬ 
tion the final outcome was decid¬ 


ed with Aubrey Bowen having a 
better back nine than Clive 
Thomas. 

Standing on the 16th tee Clive 
had a commanding six point lead 
over his nearest rivals, but a dis¬ 
astrous finish by Clive who only 
scored one point on the last three 
holes proved costly. 

Both Clive and Aubrey fin¬ 
ished with 32 stableford points 
with Aubrey having one more 
point on the back nine than Clive. 

In third place was Tony 
McCarthy with 31 points fol¬ 
lowed by Geraint Davies who 
scored 30 points. Llancadle 
farmer David Williams, making 
an extremely quick return to 
action after being hospitalised 
recently as a result of losing an 
argument with a tree, finished in 
fifth place also with 30 points. 

Nearest the pin on the par three 
holes were Martin David, Andrew 
Thomas, Clive Thomas and also 
Mike Lee, whose round was inter¬ 
rupted when a deflated tyre on a 


buggy he was sharing with Lyn 
Thomas attracted a few seasonal 
comments! 

Dan Jarvis, not for the first 
time, hit the longest drive on the 
selected hole to win the Bear 
Hotel, Cowbridge sponsored 
prize. 

Martin Edwards, enjoying a 
rare Thursday off from exercising 
hounds, correctly guessed 31 
balls would fail to return home to 
collect the premier Turf spon¬ 
sored bottle of whiskey raising 
£70 in the process for the Llantwit 
Major Lifeguards. 

The society’s next meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, January 
30 at Whitchurch Golf Club, 
Cardiff and will be sponsored by 
Llanharan Concrete Company 
Ltd. 

The captain and committee 
members of The Glamorgan 
Farmers’ Golf Society wish fellow 
golfers and readers of this column 
a very happy New Year. 

TMcC 
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COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP 


Treble glory for 5x60 badminton! 


AFTER storming to 
victory in the 
Badminton key 
stage 4 competition, 
it was the turn of 
the junior boys’ 
team to take centre 
stage. 

The venue once again 
was Cogan Leisure 
Centre in Penarth and 
although the journey 
there took longer than 
expected, this wasn’t 
enough to take focus off 
the job in hand. 

The team of Will 
Stewart, Evan Thomas, 
Harry Donnithome and 
Michael Cox were ready 
to bring the silverware 
home. 

First opponents for 
Cowbridge were Barry 
Comprehensive who pro¬ 
vided plenty of passion. 
Will and Evan comfort¬ 
ably won their singles 
matches, with Harry and 
Michael following up 
with calm and collected 
triumph in their doubles. 

The final doubles 
matches saw Will paired 


with Harry and Michael 
paired with Evan, with 
both partnerships easing 
to comfortable wins to 
make the overall match 
score 5-0. 

This trend continued 
in games against 
Llantwit Major, 

Stanwell, Bro 

Morgannwg and St 
Richard Gwyn, with 
Cowbridge comfortably 
topping the round robin 
group. 

In second place were 
Stanwell, who would be 
Cowbridge’s opponents 
in the final. Will Stewart 
and Evan Thomas got the 
team off to the perfect 
start with convincing 
wins in the singles. 

Nerves got the better 
of Michael and Harry 
,who unfortunately lost a 
tight doubles game, to 
make the score 2-1, 
going into the final two 
matches. 

Victories in the con¬ 
cluding matches made 
the final score 4-1 and 
Cowbridge were proud 
to regain the trophy they 
lost to their opponents 


last year. 

After last year’s team 
won the national 5x60 
badminton competition, 
the junior girls team of 
Kate Workman, Freya 
Johnson, Rhian 

Crossman and Abby 
Johnson had a great deal 
to live up to this time 
round. However, they 
arrived at the venue con¬ 
fident, calm and ready 
for action. 

Their first opponents 
were St Richard Gwyn 
,who have a strong repu¬ 
tation for producing tal¬ 
ented badminton players. 

On this occasion 
Cowbridge were too 
strong and they tri¬ 
umphed 4-1. 

Second up were 
Llantwit Major who 
brought a youthful side 
to the tournament. The 
difference in age groups 
showed as Cowbridge 
comfortably achieved 
victory 5-0. 

The final group game 
was against Stanwell 
who beat the senior girls 
in the final of the key 
stage 4 competition. 


However, this time round 
the Cowbridge team, full 
of confidence, ran out 5- 
0 winners, retaining the 
trophy. 

Three out of the four 
teams entered now move 
into the south east region 
tournament, being held 
during the spring term. 

Expectations are high 
but all three teams will 
need to move up a gear to 
beat the incoming teams 
from Cardiff, Bridgend, 
RCT and Merthyr. 

After an unsuccessful 
venture to the national 
finals last year, the boys’ 
badminton team of Sam 
Stewart, Matthew 
Reynolds, Finn Murphy 
and Josh Evans have 
returned to competition 
with devastating effect, 
determined to right the 
wrongs of the previous 
campaign. 

The first port of call 
was the Vale of 
Glamorgan 5x60 tourna¬ 
ment and having won the 
competition for the pre¬ 
vious two years, the 
biggest threat to a third 
straight title must have 


Season ends at Kart club 


LLANDOW Kart Club 
brought the curtain down 
on its 2013 season with the 
traditional Celtic 

Challenge finale on the 
opening weekend of 
December. 

Run to the ‘alternate’ format’ 
of timed qualifying, heat, pre¬ 
final and final, the event is 
designed to bring a fun end to a 
hard year of racing, while provid¬ 
ing an opportunity for the winners 
to leave with the recognised ‘CC’ 
plate, which is retained for the 
following year. 

Two hardy Bambinos came out 
to play at the event, with Ella 
Stevens and Nathan Browning 
both achieving another gold 
award for their efforts on a cold 
and damp track. 

Despite it being the ‘end of 
term’, the Cadet field still pro¬ 
duced the biggest turn-out, with 
20 karts taking to the track across 
three classes. New club champion 
Ethan Ling headed up the Honda 
contingent, but was denied anoth¬ 
er title as Stuart Ferguson 
emerged as the one to beat, top¬ 
ping all four sessions to take a 
clean sweep. 

Ling was second fastest in 
qualifying, but had to settle for 
third place in each of the three 
races, as Oscar Ferguson took 
second spot in both the heat and 
pre-qualifying, and Joshua Martin 
did likewise in the final, after 
Ferguson ran into misfortune. 

Without new champion Tom 
Rawlings, who took the opportu¬ 
nity to step up to another class in 
preparation for 2014, the Comer 
class was won by Connor 
Kearney, who came good in the 
races after lagging a little behind 
his rivals in the timed session. 

Max Fenlon had been quickest 
in qualifying, but did not make 
the top three overall, as Kieran 
Clarke and Thomas Nippers fol¬ 
lowed Kearney home. 

The IAME class featured just 
two runners, with Shay Keough 
getting the better of Ethan Rees. 

With new champion Cristiano 
Nardone and otherwise dominant 
Ben Stevens both graduating to 
the senior ranks, Junior Honda 
was reduced to just three drivers, 


and Kristian Prosser wasted little 
time in taking control, topping 
each of the day’s four sessions, 
ahead of Tom Ford and Patrick 
Hill. 

As he had in the final round of 
the summer championship, Ford 
doubled up with appearances in 
Junior Rotax, where he again 
locked horns with former Honda 
rival Thomas Croydon. 

The pair had to settle for bat¬ 
tling over third and fourth places, 
however, as the more experienced 
Rob Ellis and Ceran Sokhi - step¬ 
ping up from Minimax - set the 
pace. Ellis, as befits the role of 
club champion, came out on top 
each time, winning each race with 
an increased margin. 

With Sokhi stepping up and 
Jodie Handford missing, Joe 
Pritchard was the lone Minimax 
entrant, but raced hard at the back 
of the Junior Rotax grid. 

The eight-man Junior TKM 
field was led throughout by Ryan 
Edwards, despite the best efforts 
of old rivals Scott Morris and 
Matthew Ayres, who filled the 
podium positions in each session. 
Class debutant Rawlings made an 
immediate impact, qualifying 
fifth fastest and racing hard to 
eventually claim fourth in the 
main event, beating 2013 Welsh 
and club champion Yousuf Ashraf 
in the process. 

After a tough year, where a 
dearth of entries saw the class 
cancelled on more than a couple 
of occasions, Senior Honda 
enjoyed a return to double figures 
for the season finale, with no 
fewer than 12 karts on track. 

The numbers were swelled by 
the arrival of Stevens and 
Nardone from the junior ranks, as 
well as the return of veterans 
Chris Lipscomb, Nick Turley and 
Nicholas Rees and a seasonal 
debut for Roberto Nardone. 

Stevens dared to beat 
Lipscomb and challenge senior 
champion Paul Saunders in quali¬ 
fying, and then proved that his 
form was for real by winning the 
pre-final, but had to give best to 
heat winner Turley when it mat¬ 
tered most. Despite that, the 
youngster still left with some sil¬ 
verware, while Monty Gorringe 
beat Saunders to the final step of 


the podium. 

The Honda Heavyweight class 
returned courtesy of Hugh Jones, 
but there was to be no repeat of 
his October heroics - where he 
won outright - as he finished sev¬ 
enth overall. 

Senior Rotax remained in dou¬ 
ble figures after another strong 
season, and Daryl Henderson 
picked up from where he had left 
off in November’s championship 
finale, winning all three races 
after topping qualifying. 

James Johnson proved to be 
the biggest thorn in Henderson’s 
side, taking second spot in each 
session, and, when Steven 
Handford failed to start the pre¬ 
final, it opened the door for Zach 
Jones to establish himself as num¬ 
ber three for the rest of the day. 

RESULTS 

BAMBINO - Gold Award, 
Nathan Browning (CRG); Ella 
Stevens (CK). 

CADET HONDA - 1, Stuart 
Ferguson (Project One); 2, Joshua 
Martin (Project One); 3, Ethan 
Ling (Project One). 

CADET COMER - 1, Connor 
Kearney (Zip); 2, Kieran Clarke 
(Zip); 3, Thomas Nippers (Zip). 
CADET IAME - 1, Shay 
Keough (Zip); 2, Ethan Rees 
(Zip). 

JUNIOR HONDA - 1, Kristian 
Prosser (7Kart); 2, Tom Ford 
(MS); 3, Patrick Hill (Wright). 
JUNIOR TKM - 1, Ryan 
Edwards (Tonykart); 2, Scott 
Morris (Tonykart); 3, Matthew 
Ayres (Jade). 

JUNIOR ROTAX - 1, Rob Ellis 
(Kosmic); 2, Ceran Sokhi 
(Kosmic); 3, Thomas Croydon 
(Gillard). 

MINI MAX - 1, Joe Pritchard 
(Tonykart). 

SENIOR HONDA - 1, Nick 
Turley (MS); 2, Ben Stevens 
(7Kart); 3, Monty Gorringe 
(7 Kart). 

SENIOR HONDA HEAVY¬ 
WEIGHT - 1, Hugh Jones (MS). 
SENIOR ROTAX - 1, Daryl 
Henderson (Gillard); 2, James 
Johnson; 3, Zach Jones. 

BEST NOVICE - Dylan Dinham 
(Honda Cadet). 

DRIVER OF THE DAY - Oscar 
Ferguson (Cadet Honda). 

CL 



been complacency. 

The first opponents 
were a competitive St 
Cyres outfit, sporting 
new faces and a determi¬ 
nation not seen in previ¬ 
ous years. 

After a difficult start, 
Sam Stewart’s quality 
shone through and he 
delivered the first of a 4- 
1 team win, with Josh 
Evans combining pas¬ 
sion and skill to win his 
two matches. 

Next up were a very 
competitive Stanwell 
team, who are widely 
renowned for their profi¬ 
ciency with a racket. 
However, on this day, 
those abilities fell well 
short of the standards set 
by a resolute and unwa¬ 
vering Cowbridge team. 

Having blown away 
the cobwebs against St 
Cyres, the flair and ele¬ 
gance of Matthew 
Reynolds combined with 
the dogged determina¬ 
tion of Finn Murphy and 
Josh Evans resulted in a 
resounding 5-0 victory. 

Last up during the 
group stage was a youth¬ 
ful and inexperienced 
Llantwit team, who 
although looked out of 
their depth, put in a gritty 
and heroic performance 
to try and deny a rampag¬ 
ing Cowbridge side. 

Unfortunately for 
Llantwit, Cowbridge 
were in an unforgiving 
mood and again steam¬ 
rollered their opponents 
on the way to the final 
with another 5-0 win. 

The final brought 
Cowbridge head to head 
with St Richard Gwyn 
who also comfortably 
won their group, albeit a 
slightly easier task. The 
gulf in class was obvious 
from the outset with Sam 
Stewart and Matthew 
Reynolds securing victo¬ 
ry in a convincing man¬ 
ner. 

Finn and Josh fol¬ 
lowed this up with anoth¬ 
er win in the doubles and 
with a 3-0 lead the squad 
eased to the title, win¬ 
ning the last two doubles 
matches. 

The team now 
advance to the south east 
competition at Cogan 
Leisure Centre in 
Penarth, hoping to emu¬ 
late last year’s champi¬ 
onship winning perform¬ 
ance. On this perform¬ 
ance their chances of 
doing that look good. 

FOOTBALL 

The Year 7 football 


team played Llanishen 
High School on 
Thursday, December 5, 
in the semi-final of the 
Cardiff and Vale 
regional qualifier for 
the Welsh Cup. 

Victory and a place in 
the final would assure 
them of qualification. 

The conditions for the 
game were not ideal, 
with the strong winds 
making every facet of the 
game difficult. 

With Cowbridge’s 
back to the wind in the 
first half, they were the 
stronger; with 

Llanishen’s back to the 
wind in the second half, 
they were the stronger. 
Both teams struggled to 
get the ball under con¬ 
trol, and really threaten 
the goalkeepers. 

With the scores level 
five minutes before time, 
the game had ‘penalties’ 
written all over it. That 
was until Cowbridge 
scrambled the ball clear 
to Edward Thomas, who 
sprinted up the wing with 
his lightning pace. 

His cross was an 
excellent one, but was 
partially dealt with by a 
Llanishen defender. The 
ball then dropped to 
Bryn Lloyd, who fired a 
shot towards the 
Llanishen goal, only for 
the ball to again be 
blocked by a defender. 

In pinball fashion, the 
ball then rebounded off 
the defender, and curved 
around the outside of the 
goalkeeper and into the 
back of the net. A lucky 
goal, but at this stage of 
the game, we would take 
it. 

Two minutes were left 
on the clock, and 
Cowbridge held strong, 
with Jake Thomas con¬ 
trolling the centre of the 
park, and Matthew 
Dewhurst marshalling 
his defensive line 
extremely effectively. 

Well done Year 7. In 
conditions like that, it is 
never easy to play the 
standard of football we 
are used to playing, but 
you adapted your game, 
never gave up, and ulti¬ 
mately came away with 
the win. Well done 
again, and now the 
Welsh Cup is calling! 

Player of the match: 
Jake Thomas and 
Matthew Dewhurst. 

ROWING 

Tom Jose and Selina 
Radcliffe (both year 9) 
represented Cowbridge 


ABOVE: The year 7 football team, who 
have qualified for the Welsh Cup 


Comprehensive at the 
Welsh Schools Indoor 
Rowing 
Championships on 
December 6, held at 
Sophia Gardens in 
Cardiff. 

There were hundreds 
of competitors from all 
over Wales along with a 
few English schools 
teams as well. Both Tom 
and Selina came fourth 
in their age groups, beat¬ 
ing off stiff competition 
from many more experi¬ 
enced rowers. 

They both then took 
part in the British Indoor 
Rowing Championships 
the following day repre¬ 
senting their rowing club 
(CVSRA - Cardiff and 
Vale Schools Rowing 
Academy). 

It was another day of 
stiff competition but Tom 
won silver and Selina 
came eighth. It was the 
first time they had com¬ 
peted in the indoor 
championships and so 
were very pleased with 
their results. 

NETBALL 

Year 8 and 9 played St 


Richard Gwyn. 

Despite being a very 
windy and cold after¬ 
noon, all girls played 
exceptionally well. The 
year 9s won 11-1, and 
the year 8s won 4-1. 

Player of the match: 
year 9 - Annabelle 

Hegarty, year 8 - Mali 
Howell. 

HOCKEY 
The under-16 hockey 
team played against 
Brynteg. 

Cowbridge won 3-0 
with goals being scored 
by Sian Smith, Jemma 
Viney and Rosa 
Hartmann. Player of the 
match was Genevieve 
Kirk. 

Team: Hannah Lee, 
Megan Duncombe, 
Laurie Thomas, Mamie 
Adams, Hannah Lister- 
Sims, Hannah Clarke, 
Ellie Eddy-Williams, 
Megan McNamee, Evie 
Williams, Jemma Viney, 
Rosa Hartmann, Sian 
Smith and Genevieve 
Kirk. 


Badminton’s 
talent on show 


THE annual 5x60 
badminton tourna¬ 
ment was once 
again held at Cogan 
Leisure Centre in 
Penarth. 

Fierce rivalries were 
destined to be resumed 
during this year’s compe¬ 
tition with Stanwell 
School in particular 
renowned for their apti¬ 
tude with a racket. 

Interesting to see was 
the depth of talent being 
turned out by the Vale 
schools, with many play¬ 
ers performing to a very 
high standard and this 
made for very competi¬ 
tive tournaments at both 
age groups. 

In the 5 x 60 events, 
each team of four players 
played two singles 
matches and three dou¬ 
bles matches, in a best of 
five contests. 

In a pulsating and 
exhilarating competition 
the runners up from the 
year 7 and 8 girl’s com¬ 
petition were St Richard 
Gwyn and the winning 


team were from 
Cowbridge. 

In the year 7 and 8 
boy’s competition, the 
team from Stanwell took 
the runner up position 
with Cowbridge comfort¬ 
ably taking the top prize. 

In the year 9 and 10 
girls competition the run¬ 
ners up were Cowbridge 
with Stanwell deservedly 
taking first place. 

The boy’s competition 
was very hard fought, but 
again Cowbridge took 
first place with a very 
spirited St Richard Gwyn 
side in second. 

The winners of each 
competition will now go 
through to play in the 
regional event where 
they will face stiff com¬ 
petition from teams from 
Methyr, Cardiff and 
RCT. 

A special mention 
should be made for the 
10 volunteers from 
Cardiff and Vale College 
who umpired the compe¬ 
tition and ensured it ran 
smoothly from the outset. 
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YOUNG COACHES ARE 
LEARNING THE ROPES 


THE Vale Council has 
launced an Olympic legacy 
programme, entitled 
Coaches of the Future, to 
help inspire a generation 
and give young people the 
opportunity to develop an 
involvement in sports lead¬ 
ership and coaching. 

The scheme was launched at 
the Civic Offices in Barry with 19 
individuals attending (age 16-18) 
from around the Vale. 

The guest speaker was Great 
Britain and Wales athlete Rhys 
Williams, who gave an insight 
into how invaluable coaches were 


in his success on the athletics 
track. 

The coaches had already taken 
part in an intensive week of train¬ 
ing during October half term. 
They completed their Level 2 in 
community sports leadership, first 
aid, netball leaders, badminton 
leaders and Dragon multi-skills 
training course. 

All 19 of the COTF will now 
be volunteering in their secondary 
school, local primary school or 
community sports club. 

They will have further training 
in the near future and will com¬ 
plete their coach education Level 
1 in their chosen sports between 
now and April 2014. 


Coun Gwyn John, cabinet 
member for leisure, parks, culture 
and sports development said: 
“The scheme provides an excel¬ 
lent opportunity for young people 
to get on the coaching ladder 
when they are young and to 
develop their knowledge of their 
sport to pass on to players and 
volunteers in the game. 

“I have been a football coach 
for 40 years and I have enjoyed 
every moment of the experience 
of coaching and seeing the devel¬ 
opment and improvement of 
those I have worked with. I 
would encourage all young peo¬ 
ple to take the opportunities 
offered them and sign up today.” 


Who wants to build what , 
and where in the Vale? 


Peugeot’s 2008 is 
an urban crossover 



Mr Chris Wood - 95 
Main Street, Barry 
Retention of ground 
floor flat. 

Mr Terry Morgan - 24 
Forrest Road, Penarth 

- Construction of new 
two-storey rear exten¬ 
sion. New dormer bed¬ 
room window to front 
elevation. 

Demolition of existing 
single storey flat roof 
extension. 

Mr Alun Thomas 
(ireat House Farm, 
Llanmaes - Agricultural 
steel framed building. 

Mr Ray Simkiss - Tyr 
Ardd, Llandough, Nr 
Cowbridge - Two storey 
extension providing 
bathroom and additional 
kitchen area. 

Mr Barrie James - 
Cerdd y Don, Ewenny 
Road, St Brides Major - 
Attached garage and 
single storey annexe 
extension. 

Mr and Mrs Tayebb and 
Carliyn Mirza - 38 
Longmeadow Drive, 
Dinas Powys - Single 
storey rear extension 
and internal remodel¬ 
ling. 

Barry Island Junior and 
Infant School - Clive 
Road, Barry - Proposed 
new classroom struc¬ 
ture/building to replace 
an existing outdoor shel¬ 
ter which is in a danger¬ 
ous structural condition. 
Mrs Rhian Roberts - 
Rectory House, 
Peterston Super Ely - 
Waterproofing the base¬ 
ment area by placing a 
waterproof membrane 
on the walls and floor 
and placing two sumps 


with pumps to pump the 
water out. The walls 
will remain unfinished 
and a T and G woodchip 
floor will be installed. 
Mr Glyn Jones - Land 
at St Johns Well, St 
Athan - To extend time 
periods for the submis¬ 
sion of reserved matters 
details and for the 
implementation of the 
permission. 

Mr P Motte - United 
World College of the 
Atlantic, St Donat’s 
Castle, St Donats - 
Internal alterations and 
refurbishment of the 
library, including gener¬ 
al upgrade of all light¬ 
ing, power sockets, and 
heating, the installation 
of an internal platform 
lift to gain disabled 
access to first floor of 
the castle, addressing 
the level of differences 
by introducing raised 
section of flooring and 
raising the height of an 
existing door opening, 
installation of single 
glazed minimal screens 
within three existing 
stone arched openings to 
provide separation 
between the main body 
of the library - and the 
proposed seminar area. 
Mr Ian Beresford - Rose 
Cottage, Llanmaes - 
Proposed detached 
garage to store classic 
cars and to include an 
external log store and 
recycling area. 

Mr Chapman - 5 
Railway Terrace, 
Penarth - Usage for 
office administration. 
Carlton 

Communications Ltd - 


Land off Old Port Road, 
Culverhouse Cross 
(ITV) - Demolition of 
existing buildings and 
redevelopment of site for 
residential purposes. 

Mr and Mr John Ellis - 
2 Orchard Drive, Barry 

- Storage building with 
personal car and cara¬ 
van storage on yard to 
rear of 2 Orchard 
Drive. 

Dr Dominic Griffiths - 
Chapel View Barn, 
Clawd Coch, Nr 
Cowbridge - 

Completion of conver¬ 
sion of garage to habit¬ 
able space, specifically 
a laundry room. 

Conversion of other 
two bays of garage 
undertaken in 2007 as a 
result of planning per¬ 
mission granted to pre¬ 
vious owner. 

Newydd Housing 
Association - 21 St 
Garmon Road, Penarth 

- proposed rear single 
storey extension/adapta¬ 
tion. 

Ms Jo Fraser Jones - 42 
Golwg y Coed, Barry - 

The construction of a 
single storey rear exten¬ 
sion. 

Mr and Mrs S Sherwood 

- 45 Althorp Drive, 
Penarth - new extension 
to rear of property, to 
provide at ground floor, 
new cloakroom and WC, 
dining area and lounge 
and at first floor, new 
fourth master bedroom 
and ensuite bathroom. 
Mr Graham Oddy - 
Maesydd Farm, 

Llangan - Proposed 
glazed elongated walk¬ 
way (forming link 


between existing build¬ 
ings). 

Mr and Mrs Gar an 
Trehearne - West 
Winds, Love Lane, 
Llanblethian - To 

replace the existing 
garage and outbuildings 
with a new garage and 
two storey side extension 
to provide master bed- 
room/ensuite with 
improved living accom¬ 
modation at ground 
floor. 

Michael A Davies - St 
Illtyd’s Church, 

Llantwit Major - 
Remove two Yew trees 
and one Palm tree. 

Mr Will Parsons - 
Llanmaes House, 
Llanmaes - Turkey Oak, 
crown reduce by one 
third to reduce weight 
on heavy lateral branch¬ 
es and prune to a suit¬ 
able growing point. 

Mrs Audrey Preston 
Kings Hall Court, Wick 
Road, St Brides Major - 
Proposed alterations 
and garage conversion 
to form granny annexe. 
Mr David Evans - 
Cardiff Boat Sales, 
Compass House, 
Penarth Marina, 
Penarth - Boat sales 
and coffee shop. 

Mr John Gough - 8/9 
Glebe Street, Penarth - 
Extension and refurbish¬ 
ment to provide two resi¬ 
dential units. 

Refurbish shop unit/exte¬ 
rior. 


by TIM 
SAUNDERS 


P EUGEOT 
calls its 2008 
an urban 
crossover; a five- 
door estate that sits 
high off the road 
like a 4x4, but 
without the uneco¬ 
nomical permanent 
all-wheel-drive. 

However, it’s fitted 
with a grip control that 
features modes for mud, 
sand, snow and normal 
everyday driving, mak¬ 
ing it more agile than a 
standard car (watch the 
video at testdrives.biz). 

This function pro¬ 
vides much-needed trac¬ 
tion to the front wheels 
when required. 

It can also be can¬ 
celled at speeds of up to 
30mph, giving the driv¬ 
er ultimate control. 

I’m testing a 1.6 e- 
HDi Allure model, 
which is basically the 
mid-range offering. 
Standard features 
include 16” alloy 
wheels, power folding 
chrome door mirrors, 
rear parking aid, dark 
tinted rear windows, 
stainless steel front and 
rear scuff plates, cruise 
control, speed limiter, 
all-around electric win¬ 
dows and air condition¬ 
ing. 

Parkers, the used car 
experts say: “Skid 
plates front and rear 
supplement more 
aggressively-styled 
alloy wheels, either in 
16 or 17-inch sizes, sit¬ 
ting beneath squared-off 
wheel arches. 

“A kink in the roof 
above the rear door 
evokes memories of an 
early Land Rover 
Discovery, though it 
embellishes the space 
with chrome rather than 
glass. It’s a material 
used throughout the 
car’s exterior. 

“That familiar, and 
slightly fussy, Peugeot 
family face is adorned 
with a bold grille out¬ 
lined in the shiny metal, 
as are the roof rails, 
door bottoms and wing 
mirrors. 

It makes for a rather 
glitzy ambience to what 
could otherwise be con¬ 
sidered a slightly deriv¬ 
ative design statement.” 

Over the course of 
our time together we 
head into the New 
Forest, Hampshire and 
on into Dorset and 
Wiltshire, which pro¬ 
vides ideal terrain for 
testing its abilities. 

The concept is sim¬ 
ple; Peugeot has created 
a more robust estate car 
that embraces the chal¬ 
lenges that the modern 
family will throw at it - 
a family like the 
Saunders clan, which 
decides to take a few 
days out and have a 
well-earned rest at 
Sandy Balls, the self¬ 
catering holiday park in 
the New Forest. 

That means loading 


everything but the 
kitchen sink and 
although the boot is not 
large enough to accom¬ 
modate our tandem 
pram it does tackle the 
smaller single 
pushchair, a reasonably 
sized suitcase and of 
course eldest daughter 
Harriett’s Trunki. 

Fortunately, a Farad 
roofbox from roofearri- 
ers.co.uk provides extra 
storage space, making 
for a more comfortable 
journey. 

Otherwise everything 
else would have to go 
inside. 

With comfortable 
leather trimmed seats 


SHEER hard work, 
dedication and nat¬ 
ural ability in sport 
certainly paid off 
for 11 year old local 
youngster, 
Mackenzie 
Whilding; known 
as Kenzie to her 
friends. 

Kenzie is a junior 
member of St Athan 
Golf Club but the sport 
she enjoys and excels at 
the most is inline hock¬ 
ey, a game she only 
decided to persue in 
January 2013. 

Kenzie plays for 
Cardiff Capitals and in 
the space of a year has 
already earned national¬ 
ly recognised awards by 
the British Inline Puck 
Hockey Association 
(BIPHA). 

These include the 
under-10s south Wales 
top goaltender, the 
national top goaltender, 
the national dream team 
goaltender and south 
Wales’ top goaltender 
runner up in the under- 
12s team even though 
she was still only 10 at 
the time. 

Kenzie has now 
acheived her ultimate 
dream; the only Welsh 
player selected to repre¬ 
sent TEAM GB in the 
under-12s division for 
inline hockey being held 
in Los Angeles in June 
2014. 

In preparation for the 


and smatterings of 
metal trim throughout, 
the 2008 Allure feels 
well put together, if a 
little minimal in its inte¬ 
rior design. 

Its raised height gives 
an added sense of secu¬ 
rity, even if the diesel 
unit is at times sluggish, 
especially when pulling 
away. 

In the depths of the 
countryside, grip control 
comes into its own 
where during heavy 
downpours, thick mud 
becomes an increasing 
problem. 

A turn of the dial in 
the centre console and 
the driver can rest 


tour, training schedules 
are to be held every cou¬ 
ple of weeks in 
Rotherham, which 
means Kenzie will need 
to show exceptional 
commitment over the 
coming months and will 
be relying heavily on her 
parents, Sam and 
Keiran, to assist her with 
their time and the trans¬ 
portation to the organ¬ 
ised training sessions. 

Unfortunately the cost 
of the Los Angeles trip 
and the expense of addi¬ 
tional equipment, etc, 
must all be self-funded 
therefore Kenzie would 


assured that traction is 
optimised in conditions 
of poor grip, giving 
increased control. 

When an oncoming 
tractor forces a sudden 
stop and a hasty detour 
into an unwelcoming 
unmade lay-by, the 
Peugeot makes no com¬ 
plaints. 

FACTS AT A 
GLANCE: 

New price range: 
£17,245; 

0-60mph: 12.8secs; 

Top speed: 113mph; 

Economy: 78.5mpg 
(extra urban). 

VED: £0 for the first 
year. £20 a year stan¬ 
dard rate. 


be delighted to hear 
from any company that 
would be able to assist 
with sponsorship or 
indeed any individuals 
who feel they would like 
to make a donation, 
however small. 

Kenzie or her parents 
can be contacted on 
01446 751105 and will 
happily answer any 
questions or provide fur¬ 
ther information as 
requested, alternatively 
they may be contacted 
by post at 3 Drake 
Close, St Athan, Vale of 
Glamorgan, CF62 4JF. 

CM 


KENZIE IS AIMING 
FOR THE TOP OF 
INLINE HOCKEY! 
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YOUNG GARETH 
‘CALLS THE HORSES’ 


Hockey club play their 
annual ‘Turkeys’ game 


ON AND OFF THE TURF 
with BRIAN LEE 


GARETH 
TOPHAM (24) is 
the youngest and 
newest racecourse 
commentator in the 
country. 

Gareth from the 
Fairwater area of 
Cardiff was bom in St 
David’s Hospital, 

Canton and was a pupil 
of Cantonian High 
School, before moving 
to Leeds to study sports 
journalism at university. 

He said: “Sports jour¬ 
nalism was the closest 


Want to try some¬ 
thing new this New 
Year? Why not try 
American Football! 

The South Wales 
Warriors American 
Football team are 
recmiting for the upcom¬ 
ing season. 

There will be an open 
training/taster session in 
Newport on January 5 
from 1pm to 4pm. 
Registration cost £5 
which includes kit and 
pitch hire. 

The taster session will 
be held at: NHSOB 
RFC, Yew Tree Lane, 
Caerleon, Newport, 
Gwent, NP18 ILL. 

Organisers will be 


course I could get so 
that I could become 
involved in horse-racing 
broadcasting.” 

Commentating is 
something Gareth want¬ 
ed to do from the age of 
ten. He was attending 
primary school at 
Pentrebane when he 
won a competition to 
appear on the children’s 
channel Nickelodeon as 
a budding commentator. 

This involved him 


holding a 'rookie day' on 
January 19. 

The day will consist 
of a NFL Combine for¬ 
mat, with participants 
having a go at a range of 
different positions and 
drills. 

This session will be 
held at Llanharan RFC 
from lpm-4pm. 

Registration cost £5 
which includes kit and 
pitch hire. 

The address is: 
Llanharan RFC, 

Bridgend Road, 

Llanharan, Rhondda 
Cynon Taf, CF72 9RD. 

Visit southwaleswar- 
riors.co.uk for more 
information. 


going to Taunton Races 
one afternoon and see¬ 
ing what the job actual¬ 
ly entailed. 

An accomplished 
pianist, Gareth learned 
his trade commentating 
at point-to-points, har¬ 
ness race meetings and 
even at greyhound 
tracks. He also provided 
voiceovers for betting 
shops. And now he can 
be heard on racing 
channels such as 
Channel 4, Racing UK 
and ATR. 

He told me: “It all 
really started when I 
used to watch racing on 
a Saturday afternoon in 
front of the television 
set with mum and dad. 

I enjoyed hearing the 
commentator say some¬ 
thing and then hear how 
the crowd would react 
to what he said. I loved 
it and thought maybe 
one day I could do that. 
The rest as they say is 
history.” 

Gareth commentated 
at Chester earlier this 
year to a crowd of 
24,000; when he said: 
“They’re off’ for the 
first race the roar from 
the stands was electrify¬ 
ing. 

He said: “It was a 
hugely exciting day 
with many close finish¬ 
es and my pulse was 


Try American 
Football! 


certainly racing.” 

He thanks fellow 
commentators Simon 
Holt, Darren Owen and 
Lee McKenzie for help¬ 
ing in his training, along 
with several other com¬ 
mentators. 

Gareth is one of 16 
commentators who trav¬ 
el the country ‘calling 
the horses’, as they say, 
at meetings big and 
small over the jumps or 
on the flat. 

He drives hundreds 
of miles to some race 
meetings and he is such 
a gent that he astonishes 
me when he says his pet 
hate is cyclists, and 
admits to being “the 
world’s most impatient 
and angry driver.” 

Having assisted 
Gareth at point-to-point 
meetings by giving him 
background information 
on some of the horses 
and riders, when stand¬ 
ing alongside him from 
his commentary posi¬ 
tion, I know first hand 
how good he is at his 
job. 

They say there is no 
such thing as a certainty 
in racing but as far as I 
am concerned, it is a 
dead cert that we will 
be hearing a lot more 
about this presentable 
young man in the 
future. 


PENARTH Hockey Club 
brought the curtain down 
on the first half of its 2013- 
14 season with the tradi¬ 
tional ‘turkeys’ game 
between its senior and jun¬ 
ior members at Barry 
Sports Centre. 

Two sides, made up of players 
either side of the 30-year mark, 
were press-ganged into one fur¬ 
ther appearance after a hard- 
fought autumn league campaign, 
bribed by the promise of a liquid 
warm-up rather than the usual 
flexing and stretching. 

With some old faces making a 
welcome return for the weekend, 
the line-ups - under the command 
of Jones and Grant respectively - 
featured a blend of players from 
the 1st, 2nd and veteran XIs, with 
Phil Lane bravely volunteering to 
umpire solo. 

As has become the norm with 
turkeys games, players were 
given the opportunity to try out 
positions unfamiliar to them on a 
regular Saturday, and 25 minutes 
of goalless action highlighted just 
how out of their depth some were. 

Although the seniors enjoyed 
their moments in front of goal, 
returnee keeper Ben Jewess was 
rarely called on to make a save 
while, at the other end, 1st XI 
shotstopper Mark Harris single- 
handedly kept his regular team¬ 
mates at bay. 

The deadlock was finally bro¬ 
ken in scrappy fashion as 2nd XI 
keeper Calum Grant led from the 
front, bundling the ball across the 
line after another rearguard action 
from Harris ultimately came up 
short in the face of greater oppo¬ 
sition forces. 

The sides turned around just a 


goal apart, but the juniors 
emerged from the break deter¬ 
mined to prove their superiority. 

It didn’t take long for the lead 
to double, as Sam Wooding - hav¬ 
ing not featured in the opening 
half - was left uncaged in the sen¬ 
iors’ 25, and comfortably beat 
Harris in a one-on-one contest. 

The seniors refused to buckle, 
and with Craig Llewellyn - who 
had clearly left his ‘shooting 
boots’ at home - drifting back to a 
more familiar sweeping role, the 
side enjoyed more opportunities 
in front of goal. 

However, the older side could 
not find a way past Jewess, and 
fell further behind with a quarter 
of the game remaining as Chris 
Baker fired home from the right- 
side, Harris only aware of the jet- 
stream passing his facemask 
before the sound of ball on post 
signalled the third goal of the 
game. 

It was shortly after this appar¬ 
ently decisive moment, and with 
time ticking down, that Lane 
invoked the ‘next goal the win¬ 
ner’ rule, giving the seniors added 
incentive to press forward. 

Having spurned one chance to 
wrap the game up, when Jones 
missed from the penalty spot, age 
finally told over beauty when a 
quick ball from the back was 
worked into the juniors’ ‘D’ and 
eventually forced home by 
Freddie Thomas to steal a famous 
victory. 

Despite the obvious disap¬ 
pointment of seeing their hard 
work undone in such devastating 
fashion, the juniors sportingly 
provided the post-match refresh¬ 
ments, with copious - and wel¬ 
come - lashings of homemade 
chilli on tap to accompany the tra¬ 


ditional liquid refreshment at 
Penarth Athletic Club. 

TEAMS: 

U-30s: Calum Grant (captain), 
Tom Harran, Gareth Hurman, 
Sam Wooding, Arthur Jones, Joe 
Wells, Tom Parkinson, Chris 
Baker, Mat Noble, David 
Willliams, Ben Jewess (GK) O- 
30s: Graeme Jones (captain), 
Dave Stevens, Richard Baker, 
Mark ‘Jonty’ Thomas, Rob 
Harrison, Dave Thomas, Freddie 
Thomas, Zbig Sobierski, Mark 
Robinson, Sam Doherty, Ian 
Smith, James ‘Cuzzler’ Davies, 
Craig Llewellyn, Mark Harris 
(GK) 

Players young and old have a 
chance to lick their wounds for a 
few weeks before the veterans get 
things under way again with a 
mid-January fixture against 
Whitchurch. 

League action resumes a week 
later, with the 1st XI hosting 
Wotton-under-Edge and the 2nd 
XI travelling west to take on bot¬ 
tom side Trinity St Davids. 

Penarth Hockey Club always 
welcomes new, old and returning 
players, umpires, supporters, 
friends and helpers regardless of 
age and ability. 

Training takes place on the 
artificial turf at Barry Sport 
Centre every Wednesday, with the 
juniors in action between 6-7pm 
and seniors between 7-8pm. 

Further information can be 
obtained from club secretary 
Dave Stevens at: 

d_stevens81 @ hotmail. co. uk. 

CL 




£ 7,190 


£ 11,490 


£ 7,490 


£ 8,990 


10 FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 Sound 5-Dr. Red, 
CD Player, E/Windows, C/Locking, PAS, 
MFSW, 52K 


58 VW Beetle 1.6 Luna 3-Dr. Met Blue, 1 
Owner, FSH, CD Player, Aircon, E/Windows, 
C/Locking, 75K 


£ 5,790 


58 VW Polo 1.9 Sport TDi (100) 3-Dr. Met 
Black, Diesel, FSH, Aircon, CD Player, 
E/Windows, C/Locking, 72K 


56 NISSAN Note 1.4 SE 5-Dr. Met Blue, 
FSH, Aircon, CD Player, E/Windows, 
C/Locking, 78K 


£ 3,590 


08 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi 2-Dr, Multitronic 
Convertible. Met Grey, Diesel, Auto, FSH, 
Climate Control, CD Player, Alloys, 70K 


£ 8,690 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


SAT NAV a 
CF63 2NW 


09 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi 143 S Line 4-Dr. Met 
Blue, Diesel, 1/2 Black Leather, Cruise & 
Climate Control, 6 Speed, 81K 


06 JEEP Commander 3.0 CRO Limited 5-Dr. 
Met Green, Diesel, Auto, Sat Nav, DVD 
Player, Full Cream Leather Seats, 7 Seats, 
Heated Seats, Much More, 58K 


10 SEAT Leon 1.6 TDi CR SE 5-Dr. Red, 
Diesel, FSH, One Owner, Cruise & Climate 
Control, Alloys, CD Player and Bluetooth, 78K 


10 VAUXHALL Insignia 2.0 CDTi Ecoflex 
Exclusiv 5-Dr. Met Black, Diesel, FSH, Cruise 
& Climate Control, 6 Speed, MFSW, 88K 
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NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! • NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 



10 FIAT Pop 

In met grey, 43,000 miles, low running costs, 
£30 road tax 

£6,295 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 58 VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi 55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 

5-Dr, Met Blue, 67,000 Miles, Air Con 5 . D , ; s j| ver/ 33 ,000 miles, diesel 5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady owner 

£3,995 £6,495 £5,995 

JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 

3-dr. Burnt Orange, 20,000 Miles, Low Ins. 

£5,995 


59 PEUGEOT 207 S 1.4 5-Dr 

In Silver, 32,000 miles, A/C 

£5,295 



11 FIAT Panda 1.2 Mylife 

Red, 5,000 miles, 1 owner, 
low insurance, £30 road tax 

£5,495 



61 SMART Four Two 
Passion 1.0 MHD 

Met Grey, very low miles, with stop/start. 

_£6,495 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner with 
a/c, very nice example 

£4,495 


R3C 


AUDI Q7 3.0 TDi Quattro S-Line Auto. In black with 
black leather, 45,000 miles, superb throughout .£22,995 
RANGE Rover Sport 2.7 Diesel HSE. Auto in silver with 

black leather, nice example at.£17,995 

VW Transporter T^L^W^i SWB. In red, 17,000 miles 

with 5 seats, ii n li ijl* etc.£17,995 

SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD (160) Auto. In met grey, 

41,000 miles with leather trim .£13,995 

MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto. In silver, with leather, sat nav, 

air scarf etc, stylish convertible at .£8,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 5-Dr. In met blue, 18,000 

miles with a/c .£7,995 

MAZDA 6TS2 Diesel 2.2 5-Dr. in met grey, 52,000 miles, 

new shape with extras.£7,995 

BMW X5 3.0 Sport Auto. In silver with black leather, 

86,000 miles, nice example at.£7,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr. In white, 23,000 miles, local 

car at.£6,995 

FIAT 500 Lounge. In met blue, 20,000 miles, fantastic 

value.£6,995 

HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe Sill. In met Silver, with black 

leather, 47,000 miles .£6,495 

MERCEDES A150 Elegance SE Auto. In silver, 21,000 

miles, 1 local owner.£6,995 

FORD S-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 82,000 

miles, very nice example at.£6,995 

FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 

miles, 1 owner, fantastic MPG.£6,795 

SMART FourTwo Basw|p«1.0 MHD. In silver, very low 

miles with stop/star^J*j32# etc.£6,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 

33,000 miles diesel at .£6,495 

FIAT 500 Pop. In met grey, 43,000 miles, low running costs, 

£30 road tax .£6,295 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 

miles, low insurance .Reduced to £5,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. New shape, 62,000 

miles, in met silver.£5,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi (86) Dynamique 3-dr. In black, 

33,000 mile diesel .£5,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style+ (New shape) 5-Dr. In silver, 

34,000 miles with a/c.£5,995 

FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Edge Auto. In blue, 31,000 

mile diesel, in very nice condition .£5,995 

SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, 

stylish family hatch .£5,995 

VOLVO C70 2.4 SE Lux. In met blue, with cream leather 

trim, 82,000 miles, convertable at .£5,995 

KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 miles, 

1 lady owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

PEUGEOT 107 Urban 5-Dr. In silver 23,000 miles, £30 

road tax, low insurance.£5,695 

MERCEDES A150 Classic SE Blue Efficiency. In black, 
25,000 miles. This is a rare 3 door model at ... .£5,695 
FIAT Panda 1.2 Mylife. In red, 5,000 miles, 1 owner, low 

running costs .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr. In met grey, 45,000 

miles, low insurance .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi 5-Dr. In Silver, 58,000 miles, 

2 owners, ideal family hatch .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 

miles, 2 owners, very attractive at.£5,495 

PEUGEOT 207 Convertible 1.6 Sport Automatic. In 

silver, 41,000 miles, fantastic value at .£5,495 

PEUGEOT 207 ‘S’ 1.4 5-Dr. In silver, 32,000 miles, a/c, 

etc, low running costs.£5,295 

FORD Ka 1.2 Style+ In ice blue, 43,000 miles, £30 road 

tax, low insurance.£4,995 

SMART FourTwo Passion. In black/silver with stop/start, 

13,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Diesel Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met 
blue, 39,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 


06 


09 


SAAB 9.3 run ill ih)n ib | Sn 150) In black with cream 
leather, 52,000 milr-fyi* M . . . .Winter Price £4,995 
VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 64,000 

miles, 1 owner.£4,695 

08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Breeze Automatic. In black, low 

mileage, 1 owner.Reduced by £300 to £4,695 

04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In light 

met blue, 89,000 miles .£4,695 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-Dr. In silver, 54,000 miles, 

low insurance .£4,495 

57 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Ghia 5-Dr. In black with leather, 

trim £30 road tax.£4,495 

04 MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 

owner with a/c, very nice example.£4,495 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4 TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car, £30 

road tax, low insurance.£3,995 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, low insurance 

with a/c, alloys, CD .£3,995 

57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c.Reduced to £3,995 

57 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 61,000 miles, low 

insurance .£3,995 

57 MAZDA 6 TS2 2.0 Diesel (143) In pacific blue, 68,000 

miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

56 TOYOTA Yaris T3 1.3 3-Dr. In black, 50,000 miles, with 

alloys, low insurance .£3,995 

55 MERCEDES Cl80 Kompressor SE Auto. In silver, 

fantastic value, executive saloon .£3,995 

05 FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In red, 55,000 miles, 2 owners, nice 

example at .£3,995 

07 CITROEN C2 Cool 1.4 In black, 32,000 miles, low 

insurance, bluetooth etc .£3,695 

06 TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi Sport. In met grey, 69,000 miles, 

£30 road tax .£3,695 

LEXUS iS200 SE Automatic, In black, 62,000 miles, 2 

owners very nice example at.£3,695 

VAUXHALL ~ ifii i i I (120) Life. In black, 

practical 7 seater at | * .£3,495 

08 SMART FourTwo. In white (new shape), £30 road tax, 

low insurance .£3,295 

54 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In silver, 68,000 

miles.£2,995 

54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6T3 VVTi 3-dr. In silver, 78,000 miles. 

Stylish hatch.Reduced to £2,995 

04 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.7 Diesel Enjoy In silver, 62,000 

miles, fantastic mpg .£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL+. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 2 

owners . £2,995 

53 SMART City PassipfjTT^'ertible Auto. Red/silver, 

39,000 miles, 1 ownJM ilY^ .£2,995 

52 JAGUAR X-Type 2.5 SE 4WD Auto. In ice blue with grey 

leather, 64,000 miles.£2,995 

RENAULT Modus 1.4 Dynamique. In black, 50,000 

miles, nice example at.£2,795 

RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Auto 5-dr. In met red, 

56,000 miles.£2,695 

04 SUZUKI Ignis 1.5 Sport. In silver, 66,000 miles with 

Racaro seats, white alloys etc .£2,495 

52 FIESTA 1.3 LX 5-Dr t ^ ^|7jp lue, 56,000 miles, 2 local 

owners, low insurancfc.fr . f " ^ .£2,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.3 Fi fjT5Tl*^ dr - ln red, 63,000 miles, 1 

local owner, low insufcAuB . . .£1,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Ghia 5-Dr. In met blue, 68,303 miles 

local car at .£1,795 

03 SKODA Fabia 1.4 16v Elegance 5-dr. In met blue with 

a/c, heated seats etc.Reduced to £1,695 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1 »]/ # U7j 6V 3_Dr - ln ice blue ’ 75 000 
miles. trVOr*. .£1,695 



06SAAB9<3Gonvetletie(lrecr 150) 

In black with cream leather 52,000 miles 

£4,995 



09 HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe SI 11 

Black Leather, 47,000 Miles 

£6,495 


03 


06 



54 


05 


52 


02 


02 


60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec 

Bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 owner, 
fantastic mpg 

£6,795 



04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel 

Light met blue, 89,000 miles 

£4,695 


All cars su 

Just a small sel 


pplied 

lection of 


'with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R3C 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT All • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • All CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • All MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 


n 



MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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Barry RFC 
end year on 
a low note 


BARRY RFC trav¬ 
elled up to 
Glyncoch with a 
depleted squad for 
their last game of 
the calendar year. 

Coaches Darren 
Gibbons and Dai 
Griffith, and caretaker 
manager Ken Chow, 
were denied the services 
of several of their regular 
starters due to various 
reasons. 

In light of this, Jordan 
Flynn and John Miles 
both made their first 
team debuts, while 
Glynn Jones played his 
first game for the club in 
a year. Hywel Jones 
returned at Number 8 to 
captain the side. 

In cold, windy condi¬ 
tions, the game began at 
a ferocious pace. 
Glyncoch tried to assert 
their physicality in the 
tight, but the Barry 
defence was not found 
wanting despite the 
home side’s attempts to 
intimidate. 

The home outside-half 
was using his boot at 
every opportunity to pin 
Barry in their own 22, 
but despite their territori¬ 


al advantage the away 
defence was watertight, 
marshalled superbly by 
Tanner, Jones and Scott. 

With such physical 
exchanges it was no sur¬ 
prise when tempers 
flared, most notably 
from the Glyncoch 
bench, but also on the 
field where both sides 
saw red and it became 
14-a-side for the rest of 
the match. 

It was Barry who 
coped better with the dis¬ 
ruption, as they regained 
lost territory via Einan 
Scott’s boot at fly-half, 
but also some superb 
drives from the forwards. 

From a well-worked 
move, Barry managed to 
create an overlap on the 
left, which saw Dave 
Pro vis feeding Ashley 
Adams out wide, who 
finished excellently for 
the first score of the 
match. Scott was unable 
to add the extras from 
out wide. 

As the game wore on 
it became a contest of 
physicality of the for¬ 
wards and it was clear 
that the game could be 
turned on a stroke of 
genius - or indiscipline. 


The Dinas Powys 
ladies’ golf results 


ON Tuesday, 
December 3, we 
played our final 
Turkey Trot: 1st 
Sian Smith 23 
points, 2nd Sue 
Bridle 21 points, 
3rd Angela Thomas 
20 points. 

On Thursday, 

December 5, we held a 
very successful Mulled 
Wine Open and would 
like to thank all mem¬ 
bers and visitors who 
played. As well as the 
competition and mulled 
wine and mince pies, we 
also had various stalls 
which proved very popu¬ 
lar with the ladies. 

The results were: 1st 
Chris Nelms, Pam 


Wame, Iris Sandrey 45 
points, 2nd Angela 
Brown, Ruth Yates, 
Audrey Harwood 39 
points; nearest the pin on 
18th hole - Lisa Ryley. 

On December 10 we 
had our Texas Scramble 
and a delicious brunch 
afterwards cooked by 
our caterer Jackie. 

Results: 1st Ann 

Mahenthiralingam, Pat 
Gosling, Kit Roblin 39- 
6.5=32.5, 2nd Louise 
Wilding, Sian Smith, 
Sheila Stoner 40- 
5.58=34.42, 3rd Sue 
Bridle, Terry Unwin, 
June Jones 42- 
6.91=35.09. 

We look forward to 
playing in our centenary 
year of 2014. 

RY 


Table tennis for all 

THE Cardiff Community Table Tennis 
Club, which meets every Friday evening in 
the Upper Hall of Wales Sport in Sophia 
Gardens from 7pm until 9pm, resumes its 
sessions on January 3. 

It uses 16 table tennis tables and provides the free 
use of bats and balls. There is no joining fee, just £3 
per evening and £2 for juniors. 

Players of all ages and abilities are welcome. 
Please telephone Roy Gibson on 01446 412352 for 
more information. 

RG 


Unfortunately for the 
away side it was the lat¬ 
ter, as two yellow cards 
saw Barry reduced to 
twelve men briefly, and 
the home side took full 
advantage by scoring a 
push-over try. The diffi¬ 
cult conversion was 
expertly kicked by their 
full back. 

After being restored to 
13 men, Barry pushed 
forward in an attempt to 
look for a way to wrestle 
back the lead. The 
opportunity came when 
the away side stretched 
the Glyncoch defence 
sufficiently for an 
infringement to occur, 
and Scott was on hand to 
add three points from the 
tee to give Barry a slen¬ 
der advantage. 

The game ebbed and 
flowed and two more 
yellow cards - one for 
each side - followed, as 
the home side pressed for 
a score. 

With huge territorial 
advantage towards the 
dying embers of the 
game, Glyncoch finally 
scored in the corner 
despite some heroic last 
ditch defending. 

Barry rallied for the 
last few moments of the 
game but their efforts 
were ultimately in vain, 
going down 12-8. 

While the result was 
perhaps disappointing, it 
was encouraging to see 
such a brave perform¬ 
ance from a Barry side in 
difficult circumstances. 
With experienced play¬ 
ers to return in the new 
year, it is impossible not 
to remain optimistic. 

Both the 1st XV and 
2nd XV will return to 
action against Tonyrefail 
at home on January 4. 

Team: Ryan; A 

Adams, T Scott, Provis, 
Flynn; E Scott, Lee; 
Jennings, Evans, 

Hollister; Tanner, G 
Jones; J Adams, C Scott, 
H Jones (c); 
Replacements: Pirso, 

Miles; Substitutes not 
used: Oaten, Hamonda. 

Man-of-the-match: C 
Scott. KC 


V 


GEM sport 


KARATE CLUB STAGES 
FUNDRAISING EVENT 



ON Wednesday, December 18, the Rising Sun 
Kyokushin Karate Club held a fundraising event at 
Barry Island Community Centre. 

It was attended by students and parents and funds were raised 


to provide equipment for the students. There was a slate break 
and a kata and self defence demo. 

For further details contact Spencer Bennett - spencer.ben- 
nett.1485@facebook. com 


Young bowlers 
are in action 


On Saturday, 

December 22, the 
Sully juniors trav¬ 
elled to 

Llandrindod Wells 
to play in the Clubs 
Junior Four’s. 

They were drawn 


They have now quali¬ 
fied for the finals to 
played at Newport on 
February 16; also Coles, 
Peters and Phillips are 
playing in the Junior 
Triples Finals to be 
played on February 8 at 
the Rhondda Indoor 


against a good Rhondda Bowling Club. 


four but the team skipped 
by Rhys Phillips started 
positively and were soon 
4-1 ahead after three 
ends, and with lead Joe 
Coles and second Jack 


WIBA 
COMPETITIONS 

A number of the Welsh 
National Indoor 

Bowling Association 
competitions are now in 


Killin outplaying their the latter stages with 
opponents, the Sully Sully Bowlers having 
boys went further ahead, an interest. 


and after seven 
were in front 10-1. 


ends 


In the Open Singles 
Chris Ackland has won 


The Sully team were his way through to the 
playing excellent bowls quarter finals to be 
with third Louis Peters played at Newport IBC 
drawing some brilliant on Saturday, January 4 at 
shots while Rhys Phillips 4pm, beating the leg- 
played some telling endary John Price on the 
bowls, turning one head way, and in the Senior 
over to make five shots. Four’s, the rink of G 
In fairness the Cogbill, M Doyle, D 
Rhondda bowlers were Snelling and K McLeod 
bowling some good have reached the semi 
woods, especially their finals, also to be played 
skip who actually killed at the same venue start- 
two ends and took the ing at 12 noon. 


jack back when they 
were a number of shots 


In other competitions 
G White & R Cowling 


to secure a 17-4 win. 


Barry darts league 

The Wanderers gained their first win of 
the season, with a 4-5 victory over the 
Park Weasels. 

The Windsor Nomads and Plastics C had a close 
match which finished with a narrow 5-4 victory for 
the home side. The Billy Ghosts had a comfortable 
7-2 win against the Dartonians. 

In the First Division the Mariners had a fine 2-7 
win away to the Cambrian Runways. Pat's 26s came 
out on top 5-4 against the Caddy Cons Raiders. 

The Barry Darts League committee would like to 
wish all team members a happy new year, and look 
forward to resuming the season. 

RL 


down to make a count of have progressed to the 
three, but they were con- second round of the 
stantly under pressure Senior Pairs, while in the 
and the game finally Over-50 Triples, to 
ended with Sully making played by January 12, M 
two shots on the last end Davies, R Richards and 
D Mason, and P Taylor, P 
Critcher and C Ackland 
are the Sully trios. 

Carl Best will repre¬ 
sent Sully at 
Bodelwyddan in the 
Champion of Champions 
on January 25/26. 

The National Clubs 
Championship recom¬ 
mences on January 11 
with a game away to 
league leaders Blaenau 
Gwent, where the Sully 
team will be trying to re¬ 
discover their form 
against formidable oppo¬ 
nents. 

FP 


School in annual 
awards presentation 



On Friday, students never give up, Conibear (star student 

December 20 the always trying their hard- award) which was donat- 

Cadoxton Schools est t0 achieve their § oal - ed t0 the club b y 

f T ^ n The indomitable spirit Michael’s mother, while 

Oi lae Kwon BO awar d we nt to Thomas Matthew Bennett was 
held its annual Haysham, who was presented with the 
awards presentation unable to attend due to an Charles Ames memorial 
and disco at the accident, so his sister shield by Alyson 
Market Street club Shannon picked up the Williams. 

The school had an award on his behalf. The Student of the year 
pytrpmpiv currpccfni special achievement went to Anita Sheppard, 
y"can boast of five |or her all roundabilitv 

Word Champions hold¬ 
ing nine world titles 
between them, six , 

European Champions e §y ee - 
holding 15 titles between 
them and seven British 


Halford; Bradley is one hard work and dedication 
of a few students who to the art of Tae Kwon 
achieved their third Do. 

Pictured above with 
Two special awards their instructor and 

are given out in memory coach are the award win- 

rr, ,, i , . of Charles Ames and ners. 

_ruJ tL Michael Conibear. The For further informa- 

very popular Lucy tion and training times, 

Newman was the recipi- phone 01446 406372. 
ent of the Michael RT 


titles between them. The 
night was a great success 
with parents and students 
alike all enjoying them¬ 
selves. 

The first award was 
best beginner and it went 
to Katie Watkins; the 
most potential trophy 
was awarded to Lucia 
Cunningham, most 
improved female and 
male awards went to 
Jessie Blackley and Jake 
Quigley, who have both 
worked hard at their 
basic techniques showing 
that they have a good 
future within the martial 
art of Tae Kwon Do. 

Jake Quigley was also 
presented with the 
WOMAA Wales Charles 
Ames Memorial shield 
from Master Mai Johns. 

The perseverance 
male and female awards 
went to Maddison Allen 
and Cody Jacobsen; both 


Sea View Lads 
battle elements! 

THE second leg of the 41bl2ozs; In fourth was 
Christmas competi- Richard Lougher with 
tion was well support- 31b 5ozs, fifth Aida 
ed with 30 members Harris with 31b3ozs and 
turning out to battle in sixth was Paul Crook 
against the weather, with llbl5ozs. 
which was very cold, The overall winner of 
windy and wet. the Christmas competi- 

First on the day was tion with 55 points was 
Glyn Warner with a nice P au * Crook closely fol- 
conger of 121b 6ozs. He iowed by Thomas in sec- 
also won the Eddie Frost on( i with 54 points; in 
Trophy. third with 51 points was 

Second was Gary Lee Thomson. Joint 
Morgan with a nice cod fourth place was shared 
of 51b7ozs and a rockling by Tony Safi and Glyn 
for a total 51bl5ozs; third Warner followed by Paul 
place went to Thomas Coles in sixth. 

Williams with a conger Happy new year to all 
and pouting bag of the lads. JC 































